West  Berkshire 

United 

Sanitary  Districts 


Annual  Report 

For  the  year  1938, 

by 

W.  SISAM,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


John  H.  Hooke, 

The  Abbey  Press,  Abingdon 

1939- 


CONTENTS 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS  ...  page  4 


ABINGDON 

URBAN 

page 

27 

NEWBURY 

RURAL  page 

127 

ABINGDON 

RURAL 

'9  9 

45 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN 

9  9 

143 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

9  t 

65 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL 

9  9 

159 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL 

9  9 

83 

WANTAGE 

URBAN 

99 

179 

NEWBURY 

URBAN 

99 

99 

WANTAGE 

RURAL 

9  9 

195 

West 


United 


Sanitary  Districts 


Annual  Report 

For  the  year  1938, 

by 

W.  SISAM,  M.D.,  B,Sc„  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


John  H.  Hooke, 

The  Abbey  Press,  Abingdon 


Sanitary  inspectors,  1939. 


Districts. 

Abingdon  Urban... 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Gifford  Saffin,  Council  Offices,  The  Abbey  House 
Abingdon.  (Telephone  5.) 

Abingdon  Rural  ... 

T.  E.  Upton,  60,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 

(Telephone  361.) 

Bradfieid  Rural  ... 

T.  Harold  Windle,  Town  Hall  Chambers,  Blagrave  St., 
Reading.  (Telephone  2293.) 

Hungerford  Rural 

W.  S.  Kaine,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 

(Telephone  29.) 

Newbury  Urban  ... 

J.  Hague,  Town  Hall,  Newbury.  (Telephone  109.) 

Newbury  Rural  ... 

Edwin  G.  Hampshire,  Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  St., 
Newbury.  (Telephone  1 74. ) 

Wallingford  Urban 

C.  J.  Flooks,  Town  Hall,  Wallingford. 

(Telephone  2155.) 

Wallingford  Rural 

C.  J.  Gayfer,  1  Church  Lane,  Wallingford. 

(Telephone  3251.) 

Wantage  Urban  ... 

II.  Vivian  James,  Town  Hall,  Wantage 
(Telephone  40.) 

Wantage  Rural  ... 

H.  Shepherd,  Rural  District  Council  Offices,  Belmont, 
Wantage.  (Telephone  211.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

W.  SIS  AM,  Bank  Chambers,  Cross  Street,  Beading. 

(Telephone  4647) 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


To  the  constituent  District  Councils. 


I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1938. 

This  report  is  on  the  same  lines  as  have  been  followed 
since  1911,  in  that  the  first  portion  is  devoted  to  consideration 
of  the  vital  statistics,  together  with  other  matters  of  general 
sanitary  interest,  of  the  ten  districts  regarded  as  a  whole,  while 
the  succeeding  sections  deal  with  each  district  separately  on 
the  lines  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  (No. 
1728,  England)  as  to  the  contents  and  arrangement  of  the 
annual  reports  of  medical  officers  of  health  for  1938. 

This  system,  which  was  instituted  by  my  predecessor,  and 
which,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  not  followed  in  the  case  of 
any  other  combination  of  districts,  seems  to  me  to  present 
advantages  over  the  practice  of  reporting  upon  each  district 
as  a  separate  entity  only. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  circumstances  which  influence  the 
public  health  can  rarely  be  confined  within  district  boundaries, 
the  vital  statistics  of  comparatively  small  populations  are  liable 
to  marked  fluctuations  from  year  to  year  and  are  apt  to  be  mis¬ 
leading,  whereas  statistics  based  upon  a  population  of  over 
100,000  are  of  definite  value  in  assessing  the  state  of  the  public 
health. 

The  combined  statistics  of  the  ten  districts  for  the  year 
under  review  are  for  the  most  part  satisfactory,  as  the  births 
rate  shows  a  slight  increase  over  any  recorded  since  1931  ;  the 
death-rate,  in  spite  of  the  unfavourable  age-distribution  of  the 
population,  to  which  reference  is  made  on  pages  5  and  6,  is 
slightly  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  ;  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality  is  only  slightly  above  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  and 
much  below  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole  ;  and  the  zymotic 
death-rate  is  equal  to  the  lowest  recorded,  and  is  also  much 
below  that  of  the  whole  country. 

The  incidence  and  mortality  of  the  acute  notifiable  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  are  below  the  average,  as  also  is  the  mortality 
from  the  acute  lion-notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

W.  SISAM, 

Bank  Chambers,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Cross  Street, 

Reading. 

June,  1939. 


WEST  BERKSHIRE 
UNITED 

SANITARY  DISTRICTS 


THE  WEST  BERKSHIRE  UNITED  DISTRICTS  con- 
sist  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Newbury,  Walling¬ 
ford  and  Wantage,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Brad- 
field,  Hungerford,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and  Wantage.  Under 
the  West  Berks  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
Order,  1910,  which  came  into  operation  011  January  1st,  1911, 
the  ten  districts  were  united  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a 
joint  medical  officer  of  health. 

Area  and  Population. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  o7  each  district,  with 
the  estimated  population  at  the  middle*  of  1938. 


District. 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water.) 

Estimated  population 
middle  of  1938. 

Abingdon  Urban 

1,713 

7,989 

Newbury  ,, 

2,612 

14,710 

Wallingford  ,, 

760 

3,068 

Wantage  ,, 

2,797 

4,177 

Abingdon  Rural 

41.225 

15.990 

Bradfield  ,, 

53.008 

14.940 

Hungerford  ,, 

44.817 

8,454 

Newbury  ,, 

41,660 

11,700 

Wallingford  ,, 

21,772 

11,720 

Wantage  ,, 

74,179 

11,740 

Totals 

284,543 

104,488 

WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS- 
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Births  and  Deaths, 

The  following  table  gives  the  corrected  number  of  births 
and  deaths  during  1938,  with  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 


District. 

Corrected 
No.  of 
Births. 

Birth-rate  per 
1000  of  the 
estimated  popu¬ 
lation  at  the 
middle  of  1938. 

Corrected 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death-rate  per 
1000  of  the 
estimated  popu¬ 
lation  at  the 
middle  of  1938. 

Abingdon  Urban 

99 

12-4 

98 

12-3 

Newbury  ,, 

205 

139 

192 

13*1 

Wallingford  ,, 

29 

9-4 

44 

143 

Wantage  ,, 

45 

10-8 

63 

15-1 

Abingdon  Rural 

310 

194 

160 

10*0 

Bradfield  ., 

171 

1U4 

158 

10-6 

Hungerford  ,, 

143 

16-9 

98 

11-6 

Newbury 

1 5't 

13  6 

126 

10-8 

Wallingford  ,, 

212 

18-1 

97 

8-4 

Wantage  ,, 

184 

15-7 

159 

135 

W.  Berks  United  Districts 

1,557 

1 4*9 

1,195 

1 1*4 

In  addition  to  the  1,557  live  births  tabulated  above,  a  total 
of  60  still-births  were  registered.  The  rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  equals  37. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  in  the  combined 
districts  was  66  or  42  per  1,000  of  the  total  live  births. 

Over  series  of  years  the  illegitimate  live  births  usually 
average  about  50  per  1,000  of  the  total  live  births. 

Comparability  Factors  for  adjusting  the  Local  Death  Rates 

of  1931  and  subsequent  years. 

In  order  to  render  the  death-rates  of  different  districts 
comparable  with  one  another,  or  with  the  death-rate  of  the 
whole  country,  corrections  for  inequalities  of  the  age  and  sex 
composition  of  the  populations  are  necessary.  For  this  purpose 
the  Registrar-General  has  supplied  for  each  district  a  compara¬ 
bility  factor  arrived  at  after  elaborate  calculations  based  upon 
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the  sex-age  groups  in  the  1931  census  population  and  the  mor¬ 
tality  rates  experienced  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  three 
years  1930/2.  In  the  accompanying  explanatory  letter  it  is 
stated  that  “The  factor  may  be  said  to  represent  the  population 
handicap  to  be  applied  to  the  area  and,  when  multiplied  by  the 
crude  death-rate  experienced  in  the  area,  modifies  the  latter  so 
as  to  make  it  comparable  with  the  crude  death-rate  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  or  with  the  similarly  adjusted  death-rate  for 
any  other  area.  Strictly,  the  adjusting  factor  applies  only  to 
death-rates  experienced  in  the  year  1931  on  which  the  several 
population  handicaps  have  been  measured,  but  population  con¬ 
stitutions  change  relatively  slowly,  and  save  in  exceptional 
circumstances,  the  1931  factor  may  be  used  for  practical  pur¬ 
poses  until  fresh  population  constitutions  are  available  from 
the  next  census.” 


The  following  table  gives  the  crude  death-rate  in  1938,  the 
comparability  factor  and  the  adjusted  death-rate  for  each  dis¬ 
trict. 


District 

Crude 

Death-rate 

Comparability 

Factor. 

Adjusted 

Death-rate 

Abingdon  Urban 

12.27 

•85 

10.43 

Newbury  ,, 

12.05 

•79 

9-52 

Wallingford  ,, 

1434 

.76 

10.90 

Wantage  ,, 

15.08 

rn 

00 

12.82 

Abingdon  Rural 

10. 01 

.92 

9.21 

Bradfield  ,, 

10.57 

•83 

8.77 

Hunger  ford  ,, 

n-59 

•79 

9-V 

Newbury  ,, 

10.77 

.81 

8.72 

Wallingford  ,, 

8.36 

.91 

7.6l 

Wantage  ,, 

13-54 

.81 

10.97 
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Infant  Mortality. 


The  following  table  gives  the  infant  deaths  and  infant 
mortality  rates  for  1938. 


District. 

No.  of 

Infant  Deaths. 

*  Infant 
Mortality  Rate. 

Abingdon  Urban 

6 

61 

Newbury  ,, 

7 

34 

Wallingford  ,, 

2 

69 

Wantage  ,, 

6 

111 

Abingdon  Rural 

13 

42 

Bradfield  ,, 

3 

18 

Hungerford  ,, 

1 

7 

Newbury  ,, 

4 

25 

Wallingford  ,, 

6 

28 

Wantage  ,, 

11 

60 

West  Berks  United  Districts 

58 

37*2 

*  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  expressed  as  the  annual  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  of  the  live  births  registered  in  the 
same  year. 


The  mortality  rate  of  legitimate  infants  was  35,  and  that  of 
illegitimate  infants  was  91. 

I  would  again  point  out  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  of 
any  one  district  for  a  single  year  has  very  little  significance, 
as  the  number  of  births  is  so  small  that  one  or  two  infant 
deaths,  more  or  less,  make  a  great  difference  to  the  rate,  which 
is  consequently  liable  to  annual  fluctuations  of  considerable 
range. 

In  the  sections  of  the  report  which  deal  with  each  district 
separately  will  be  found  the  average  rate  of  infant  mortality  for 
the  10  years,  1928 — 1937. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  from 
the  principal  causes  (classified  in  seven  groups)  for  the  five 
years  1930 — 1934,  and  the  year  1938. 


West  Berks  United  Districts. 

Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1930-1934 

1938 

Tuberculosis 

0-8 

0-6 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

2T 

3*2 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

7T 

2-6 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

1-9 

0-6 

Premature  Birth  and  ) 

Congenital  Malforma-  > 

18T 

16*7 

tions  ) 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  i 

3-3 

1*3 

Marasmus  j 

All  other  causes 

8-5 

12-2 

All  causes 

4P8 

37*2 

The  figures  for  the  five  years,  1930 — 1934,  are  inserted  in 
the  above  table  for  purposes  of  comparison.  The  rate  of  infant 
mortality  experienced  during  the  five  consecutive  years  was 
uniformly  low — considerably  lower  than  in  any  previous  quin¬ 
quennium  in  the  records  of  these  districts — and  forms  a  useful 
standard. 


Of  the  total  of  58  infant  deaths  in  1938,  17  occurred  within 
7  days  after  birth — 12  of  them  within  24  hours. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS- 
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Summary  of 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate  and  Rate  of  Enfant  Mortality 

for  the  years  1911 — 1938. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


Year. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate. 

1911 

19*3 

12-7 

79 

1912 

19-7 

12-3 

60 

1913 

19-4 

11-9 

60 

1914 

18-3 

12-2 

57 

1915 

17-3 

14-2 

89 

1916 

17-1 

13-4 

62 

1917 

13  9 

14-9 

82 

1918 

14*5 

16-9 

72 

1919 

16-0 

12-9 

54 

1920 

24*  1 

10-9 

41 

1921 

18-9 

11-1 

53 

1922 

18-5 

13*2 

50 

1923 

17-3 

1  1  -o 

45 

1 92  4 

i  6  ‘  4 

1 1  -6 

58 

1925 

16-8 

12-  1 

56 

1926 

16-8 

11-2 

48 

1927 

14-9 

13-0 

52 

1928 

16-0 

10-5 

40 

1929 

14-2 

13*5 

72 

1930 

15-3 

10*9 

42 

1931 

15-2 

12*2 

40 

1932 

14-7 

12*1 

42 

1933 

14  5 

12-2 

45 

1934 

14-5 

12-3 

40 

1935 

14-2 

11-3 

38 

1936 

14  5 

1  l  •  2 

35 

1937 

14.6 

11-4 

43 

1938 

14.9 

11.4 

37 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  resulting 
from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

One  was  due  to  puerperal  sepsis,  and  the  remaining  three 
to  other  puerperal  causes. 
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WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS 

The  rates  of  maternal  mortality  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : 


T 

‘uerperal 

( itlier 

Sepsis. 

Causes. 

Total 

Deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

O.64 

i-93 

2-57 

,,  ,,  ,,  total  births 

0.62 

1.85 

2.47 

The  corresponding  figures  for 

England  and  Wales  are  :  — 

Deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

O.89 

2.19 

3.08 

,,  ,,  ,,  total  births 

0.86 

2. 1 1 

2.97 

Deaths  from  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  1938 
from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  together  with  the 
annual  averages  for  the  preceding  ten  years:  — 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Deaths, 
1938. 

Average  annual 
No.  of  Deaths, 

1928—1937. 

Small-pox 

0 

o-o 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0-3 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

10 

Diphtheria 

3 

4.4 

Measles 

3 

2-3 

Whooping  Cough... 

I 

3-4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
(under  2  years  of  age) 

1 

4-0 

8 

15*4 

The  zymotic  death-rate  equals  0.08  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population,  as  compared  with  an  average  rate  of 
0.15  for  the  preceding  10  years.  The  rate  for  1938  is  equal 
to  the  lowest  recorded  in  this  combination  of  districts. 


The  highest  rate  recorded  was  0.71  in  1911,  and  the  pre¬ 
vious  lowest  was  0.08  in  both  1933  and  1936.  The  rate  ob¬ 
viously  depends  chiefly  upon  the  prevalence  of  epidemics,  and 
is  highest  as  a  rule  when  both  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
are  widespread. 


Infantile  diarrhoea,  which  formerly  contributed  largely  to 
the  rate — especially,  in  hot,  dry  years — has  usually  of  late  years 
constituted  only  a  small  proportion. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


During  1938,  40  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  respiratory  system  and  12  deaths  as  due  to  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


The  following  table  gives  the  death-rates  from  respiratory 
and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  during  1938  and  the  10  pre¬ 
ceding  years : — 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


Death-rate 

from 

ltespiratory 

Tuberculosis. 

Death-rate  from 
other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Total  Death-rate 
from  all  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

1928 

•35 

•14 

•49 

1929 

*44 

*15 

•59 

1930 

*43 

•16 

•59 

1931 

•60 

*19 

•79 

1932 

•49 

•14 

•63 

1933 

•51 

•07 

•58 

1934 

•36 

•10 

•46 

1935 

•61 

•05 

•66 

1936 

•49 

•07 

•56 

1937 

•35 

TO 

•44 

Average  for 

10  years 

1928—1937 

•46 

T2 

•58 

1938 

•38 

T1 

•49 

Deaths  from  Cancer. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  and  other  forms  of  malignant 
disease  numbered  171,  giving  a  death-rate  of  1.64  as  against 
an  average  of  1.59  for  the  preceding'  ten  years. 
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The  Cancer  death-rates  of  the  past  ten  years,  compared 
with  the  rates  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  are  as 
follows  :  — 


West  Berks  United  Districts. 

England  and  W 

1929 

1.50 

I.44 

1930 

1. 6l 

I.45 

1931 

i-57 

I.48 

1932 

i-55 

I*5I 

1933 

1.63 

i-53 

1934 

1.92 

1.56 

1935 

1.63 

i-59 

1936 

i-47 

1.62 

1937 

i-59 

1.63 

1938 

I.64 

...  not  yet  avail 

The  higher  Cancer  death-rates  usually  experienced  in  these 
districts,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole, 
can  be  accounted  for  by  differences  in  the  age  constitutions  of 
the  respective  populations,  of  which  differences  the  compara¬ 
bility  factors  for  adjusting  local  death-rates,  as  shown  on  page 
6  of  this  report,  give  some  indication.  If  it  were  practicable 
to  correct  the  Cancer  death-rates  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
general  death-rates,  the  average  Cancer  mortality  of  these 
districts  would  probably  not  exceed  that  of  the  whole  country. 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases. 

In  1938,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Influenza,  accounted  for  100  deaths,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  91  in  1937,  139  in  1936,  106  in  1935,  133  in  1934, 

134  in  1933,  131  in  1932,  1 13  in  1931,  140  in  1930,  206  in  1929, 

105  in  1928,  169  in  1927,  130  in  1926,  145  in  1925,  151  in  1924, 

1 13  in  1923,  166  in  1922,  102  in  1921,  107  in  1920,  125  in  1919, 

and  157  in  1918. 


Deaths  from  Influenza 


Thirteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza  in  1938.  The 
previous  totals  were  26  in  1937,  13  in  1936,  12  in  1935,  10  in 
1934,  61  in  1933,  31  in  1932,  27  in  1931,  3  in  1930,  80  in  1929, 
10  in  1928,  64  in  1927,  11  in  1926,  43  in  1925,  31  in  1924,  14 
in  1923,  45  in  1922,  20  in  1921,  10  in  1920,  60  in  1919,  and  276 
in  1918. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS- 
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Deaths  from  Violence. 

During  1938,  14  deaths  were  registered  as  suicides,  and  47 
deaths  as  due  to  non-suicidal  violence.  In  1937  the  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  were  16  and  46  ;  in  1936,  9  and  53  ;  in  1935, 
12  and  32  ;  in  1934,  10  and  40  ;  in  1933,  6  and  39  ;  in  1932,  11 
and  43  ;  in  1931,  14  and  40;  in  1930,  7  and  31;  in  1929,  9  and 
34;  in  1928,  12  and  44;  in  1927,  13  and  34;  in  1926,  10  and  26; 
in  1925,  7  and  22;  in  1924,  5  and  25;  in  1923,  8  and  34;  in 
1922,  8  and  38  ;  in  1921,  7  and  30  ;  in  1920,  7  and  25  ;  in  1919,  5 
and  32  ;  and  in  1918,  5  and  19. 
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Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  in  each  district  during  1938. 


District. 

Disease. 

Abingdon  Urban. 

Newburv  Urban. 

Wallingford  Urban. 

Wantage  Urban. 

ct 

f- 

0 

ry* 

►— 1 

5 

be 

c 

(5 

< 

Bradfield  Rural. 

|  Hungerford  Rural. 

•[uany  Ainq.way[ 

Wallingford  Rural. 

Wantage  Rural. 

Total  :  West  Berks 

United  Districts. 

Smallpox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

.  •  . 

... 

Diphtheria 

1 

8 

•  •  . 

2 

34 

.  . . 

3 

6 

.  .  . 

54 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

36 

O 

2 

46 

2! 

3 

11 

15 

16 

174 

Erysipelas 

2 

.  . . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

18 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid)... 

L 

1 

1 

3 

Continued  Fever 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  •  • 

... 

.  .  * 

.  .  . 

•  • . 

. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

2 

.  .  . 

3 

1 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

10 

Oerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

0 

O 

2 

•  .  • 

•  t  • 

•  .  . 

1 

8 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Lethargica... 

Malaria 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  ,  , 

... 

... 

Dysentery 

.  •  . 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

.  . . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia... 

5 

3 

1 

0 

11 

5 

7 

3 

1 

45 

Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia... 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

12 

3 

2 

10 

2 

9 

3 

3 

8 

4 

4 

58 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis... 

2 

4 

... 

2 

4 

6 

1 

3 

8 

6 

36 

DIPHTHERIA. — Though  the  number  of  notified  cases 
was  considerably  higher  than  in  either  of  the  preceding  two 
years,  when  the  lowest  numbers  ever  notified  in  the  united  dis¬ 
tricts  were  recorded,  the  total  of  cases  was  well  below  the 
average  for  the  ten  years,  1928  to  1937.  The  bulk  of  the 
cases  in  1938  were  contributed  by  three  separate  and  uncon¬ 
nected  outbreaks  in  a  reformatory  school  in  Bradfield  Rural 
District  (22  cases),  an  elementary  school  in  the  same  district 
(8  cases)  and  a  children’s  home  in  Wallingford  Urban  District 
(5  cases). 
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The  type  was  of  moderate  severity  on  the  whole  and  3 
deaths,  equivalent  to  a  case  mortality  of  5.6  per  cent.,  resulted. 

Hospital  isolation  of  Diphtheria  is  encouraged  in  all  of 
these  districts,  and  medical  attendants  are  authorised  to  arrange 
directly  with  the  hospitals  by  telephone  for  the  admission  of 
cases,  or  suspected  cases,  so  as  to  prevent  avoidable  delay. 
Prompt  administration  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  now  the  rule 
whenever  the  disease  is  suspected.  The  whole  of  the  cases 
notified  in  1938  were  removed  to  isolation  hospitals. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  was 
about  equal  to  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years.  The 
disease  remained  of  mild  character  and  no  death  resulted.  ReL 
moval  to  isolation  hospitals  was  carried  out  in  70  per  cent,  of 
the  notified  cases — an  unnecessarily  high  proportion,  especially 
having  regard  to  the  mildness  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
cases. 

The  distribution  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  through¬ 
out  the  ten  districts,  during  the  52  weeks  ended  31st  December, 
1938,  is  shown  in  the  following  table.  This  period  is  taken 
instead  of  the  calendar  year  in  order  to  render  the  figures  for 
the  West  Berks  United  Districts  comparable  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales — the  latter  being  available  for  this  period 
only. 


INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AND  SCARLET  FEYER  DURING 
THE  52  WEEKS  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1938. 


Number  of  notified  cases  per  1000 

District. 

of  the  population. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Abingdon  Urban 

0-00 

2-75 

Newbury  ,, 

0-07 

2  45 

Wallingford  ,, 

2-61 

0-65 

Wantage  ,, 

0-00 

0-48 

Abingdon  Rural 

0-13 

2-88 

Bradfield  ,, 

2-27 

1-40 

Hungerford  ,, 

o-oo 

0*35 

Newbury  ,, 

0-26 

0  94 

Wallingford  ,, 

0-51 

1-28 

Wantage  ,, 

0-00 

1-36 

West  Berks  United  Districts 

052 

1  67 

Pin  gland  and  Wales 

1-58 

2*41 

The  following  tables  show  the  age  periods  of  the  notified  cases  of  the  two  diseases : 

DIPHTHERIA. 

District.  Age  Periods. 
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Totals  1  2  3  13  8  65  48  23  9  2  —  —  174 
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.ERYSIPELAS. — Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
disease,  the  notified  incidence  of  which  was  below  the  average. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  (INCLUDING  PARATYPHOID).— 
All  three  of  the  notified  cases  were  reported  as  Enteric  (Ty¬ 
phoid)  Fever  and  in  each  instance  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
by  positive  Widal  reactions  to  B.  Typhosus  H  in  dilutions  of 
1/125,  or  higher.  One  patient  recovered  rapidly  and  complete¬ 
ly,  and,  as  subsequent  Widal  tests  gave  negative  reactions, 
the  diagnosis  was  probably  incorrect.  In  another  case  infec¬ 
tion  was  traced  to  a  carrier. 

The  third  patient  lived  in  Hampshire  and  was  sent  for 
treatment  to  Newbury  District  Hospital,  where  the  diagnosis 
was  made. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— The  whole  of  the  notified 
cases  ended  in  apparently  complete  recovery. 

One  death  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  was  registered,  but  in 
this  instance  no  notification  was  made. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. — Although  no  case  was 
notified  in  any  of  these  districts,  two  residents  of  Abingdon 
Rural  District  were  admitted  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford, 
with  the  disease  and  the  cases  were  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Oxford.  One  of  the  patients,  a  young 
infant,  died  of  the  disease.  The  two  cases  were  unconnected 
with  each  other  and  were  separated  by  an  interval  of  several 
months. 

The  death  from  the  disease  of  an  infant  belonging  to 
Hungerford  Rural  District  occurred  in  an  isolation  hospital 
in  Wiltshire,  but  no  intimation  of  this  case  was  given  until 
four  months  later  when  the  quarterly  returns  of  transferable 
deaths  were  received  from  the  General  Register  Office  and  this 
death  was  found  to  be  included. 

ACUJTE  POLIOMYELITIS. — Excepting  for  one  case, 
which  was  preceded  by  febrile  illness,  unaccompanied  with 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


19 

paralysis,  of  two  other  members  of  the  family — which  illness 
was  suggestive  of  a  non-paralytic  form  of  the  disease — none 
of  the  notified  cases  appeared  to  have  been  associated  with  any 
other  case.  Four  of  the  six  notified  cases  recovered  complete¬ 
ly  ;  slight  weakness  of  a  shoulder  muscle  was  apparent  some 
six  months  after  the  onset  of  illness  in  another  case  ;  and  the 
remaining  notified  case,  an  infant,  died  in  a  general  hospital, 
where,  after  a  post-mortem  examination,  a  diagnosis  of  In¬ 
fluenzal  Meningitis  was  made  in  substitution  for  the  original 
diagnosis  of  Acute  Poliencephalitis — a  cerebral  form  of  Acute 
Poliomyelitis. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— The  whole  of  the 
notified  cases  recovered  without  any  perceptible  impairment  of 
vision. 

DYSENTERY. — One  of  the  two  notified  cases  was  an  in¬ 
stance  of  recurrence  of  an  attack  of  the  Flexner  type  of  the 
disease  contracted  abroad  ;  the  other  was  due  to  infection  by 
B.  Sonne  of  which  the  origin  could  not  be  traced.  Both  of 
these  cases  recovered,  but  the  death  of  an  elderly  person  was 
registered  as  due  to  the  Flexner  type  of  the  disease,  though, 
through  an  oversight,  the  case  had  not  been  notified.  In  this 
instance  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  a  specialist  and  also 
verified  by  bacteriological  examination.  The  source  of  infec¬ 
tion  could  not  be  discovered. 

TUBERCULUOSIS.— The  number  of  notified  cases  of  the 
respiratory  form  of  the  disease  was  much  below  the  average 
of  the  preceding  ten  years,  while  the  number  of  notified  cases 
of  other  forms  of  the  disease  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
average. 

Little  significance  can  be  attached  to  variations  in  the  annual 
numbers  of  notifications  of  this  disease  and  the  death  rates  form 
a  more  reliable  guide  to  prevalence.  The  table  on  page  11 
shows  slight  reductions  in  the  death-rates  from  both  forms  of 
the  disease,  as  compared  with  the  averages  of  the  preceding 
ten  years. 
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During  the  year,  i  death  from  previously  un-notified 
Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  and  4  deaths  from  pre¬ 
viously  un-notified  Tuberculosis  of  other  parts  of  the  body 
were  registered. 

I11  three  instances  death  took  place  in  institutions  outside 
the  districts  of  usual  residence. 

General  Sanitary  Matters. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. — Although  the  deficiency  in  rainfall 
of  the  seven  months,  October,  1937  t°  April,  1938,  gave  rise 
to  apprehension  of  shortage  of  underground  supplies  during 
the  following  summer  and  early  autumn,  all  public  supplies 
were  maintained  without  need  of  restriction,  though  the  boring 
provided  by  Wantage  Rural  District  Council  for  the  supply 
of  the  Harwell  R.A.F.  Aerodrome  failed  in  the  summer  to 
yield  sufficient  water  and  a  supplementary  supply  from  the 
Council’s  boring  in  the  village  of  Harwell  was  necessary. 

The  only  notable  failures  of  private  supplies  were  in  one 
parish  in  Hungerford  Rural  District  and  in  parts  of  two  par¬ 
ishes  in  Abingdon  Rural  District,  where  a  number  of  wells 
ceased  to  yield  during  the  summer  and  early  autumn.  Steps 
to  provide  public  supplies  for  these  localities  were  taken  during 
the  year.  Elsewhere,  though  a  private  well  here  and  there 
failed,  sufficient  water  for  domestic  needs  was  available  from 
other  private  wells  in  the  same  locality. 

Excepting  for  the  completion  of  the  comprehensive  scheme 
of  water  supply  for  the  greater  part  of  Abingdon  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  annual  report  for 
1937,  no  new  public  supplies  were  provided,  but  progress  to¬ 
wards  the  provision  of  new  supplies,  or  supplementary  supplies, 
was  made  in  several  other  districts.  Extensions  of  existing 
mains  to  meet  new  building  development  were  carried  out  in 
seven  districts. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.— No  new 
sewerage  systems  were  completed,  though  the  system  for  the 
village  of  Stratfield  Mortimer,  in  Bradfield  Rural  District,  was 
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approaching  completion  at  the  close  of  the  year.  A  scheme 
for  the  sewerage  of  the  village  of  Theale,  in  the  same  district, 
was  put  in  hand  and  the  work  was  in  progress  during  the  year. 

In  the  Rural  District  of  Abingdon  further  progress  with 
the  provision  of  a  system  of  sewerage  for  parts  of  four  parishes 
was  made.  Laying  of  sewers  was  begun  in  March,  and  for 
part  of  one  parish,  where  the  need  of  means  of  disposal  of 
domestic  sewage  was  urgent,  temporary  works  of  disposal 
were  installed  in  November  and  will  remain  in  use  until  the 
general  disposal  works  are  available. 

Improvements  which  were  in  progress  during  1937  and 
were  completed  in  1938  consisted  of  remodelling  of  the  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Didcot,  in  Wallingford  Rural  District,  and 
the  laying  of  new  sewers  for  Ardington  and  Lockinge,  in 
Wantage  Rural  District. 

Extensions  of  existing  sewers  to  meet  new  building  de¬ 
velopment  were  carried  out  in  seven  of  the  districts. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. — No  important  changes  were  made 
during  the  year.  In  all  ten  districts  collection  is  made  by  the 
staffs  of  the  local  authorities;  in  all  cases  disposal  by  systems 
of  controlled  tipping  is  practised;  and  in  all  cases  but  one, 
where  horsed  vehicles  are  used,  collections  are  made  by  motor 
vehicles  designed  for  the  purpose. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  whole  of  the  districts 
lie  within  the  area  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  local  sanitary  authorities 
to  take  any  very  active  part  in  the  administration  of  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Acts. 

HOUSING.— In  1938,  890  houses  were  built  in  the  united 
districts.  Of  these  825  were  working-class  dwellings,  of  which 
83  were  built  by  Local  Authorities  and  742  by  private  persons. 
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The  following  summary  of  the  working-class  dwellings 
built  in  these  districts  since  1913,  the  first  year  for  which  com¬ 
plete  figures  are  available,  may  be  of  interest:  — 


Year. 

Working-class  dwellings  built 
By  private  persons.  By  Local  Authorities. 

By  other  bodies. 

* 

Totals. 

1913 

128 

17 

■ — 

145 

1914 

68 

8 

■ — 

76 

1915 

14 

23 

— 

37 

I916 

11 

— 

— 

11 

1917 

1 

— 

— 

1 

I9l8 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

1919 

20 

— 

8 

28 

1920 

62 

32 

16 

no 

1921 

80 

585 

— 

665 

19  22 

66 

185 

— 

251 

I923 

M3 

2 

— 

145 

I924 

144 

12 

- — 

156 

1925 

192 

42 

• — 

234 

1926 

252 

206 

• — 

458 

I927 

342 

412 

35 

789 

1928 

188 

1 18 

— 

306 

I929 

248 

150 

■ — 

398 

!93° 

204 

47 

- — 

251 

I931 

201 

195 

— 

396 

1932 

252 

197 

- — 

449 

1933 

493 

50 

• — 

,  543 

1934 

886 

1 14 

— 

1000 

1935 

708 

203 

— 

911 

1936 

654 

216 

— 

870 

1937 

694 

176 

— 

870 

1938 

742 

83 

— 

825 

During  1938,  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  the  case 
of  68  working-class  dwellings.  Clearance  Orders  on  areas 
including  65  working-class  dwellings  were  made,  and  in  the 
case  of  areas  containing  52  houses  the  Orders  were  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  About  700  unfit  dwelling's  were 
rendered  habitable  under  either  statutory  or  informal  notices 
by  the  local  authorities. 
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Grants  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  1926/ 
1935  were  made  in  the  case  of  25  dwellings  and  amounted  to  a 
total  of  £1,879. 

The  abatement  of  overcrowding  proceeded  as  satisfactorily 
as  could  be  expected,  considering  that  the  erection  of  new 
houses  to  accommodate  the  overcrowded  families  was  necessary- 
in  many  cases.  At  the  overcrowding  surveys  which  were  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  end  of  March,  1936,  a  total  of  370  houses  were 
found  to  be  overcrowded,  as  defined  by  the  Housing  Act  1935, 
and  an  additional  111  have  since  become  overcrowded.  The 
total  of  481  had  been  reduced  to  98  at  the  end  of  1938. 

MILK  SUPPLY.— During  the  year,  5  cowkeepers  in  Wan¬ 
tage  Rural  District  were  prosecuted  for  offences  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  conviction  and  fine  resulted 
in  each  case.  No  other  legal  action  with  respect  to  the  milk 
supply  was  taken. 

Many  improvements  in  structural  conditions  of  cowsheds 
and  dairies  and  in  the  methods  of  handling  milk  were  effected 
by  informal  action  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

At  the  beginning  of  1939  licences  to  produce  tuberculin 
tested  milk  were  in  force  with  respect  to  67  farms,  as  compared 
with  41  farms  at  the  end  of  1937.  The  farms  are  situated  in 
Abingdon  Urban  District  (2),  Newbury  Urban  District  (2), 
Wantage  Urban  District  (3),  Abingdon  Rural  District  (8), 
Bradfield  Rural  District  (25),  Hungerford  Rural  District  (7), 
Newbury  Rural  District  (5),  and  Wantage  Rural  District  (15). 

A  total  of  157  farms  were  licensed  at  the  beginning  of  1939 
for  the  production  of  accredited  milk,  as  compared  with  156 
at  the  end  of  1937.  The  157  farms  are  situated  in  Wantage 
Urban  District  (2),  Abingdon  Rural  District  (13),  Bradfield 
Rural  District  (48),  Hungerford  Rural  District  (21),  Newbury 
Rural  District  (35),  Wallingford  Rural  District  (6)  and  Wan¬ 
tage  Rural  District  (32k 


24 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


All  the  local  authorities  of  the  united  districts  have 
arranged,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915,  for  samples  of  milk  to  be  taken  and  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  As  a  rule,  sampling  is  limited 
to  milk  retailed  locally.  In  1938,  a  total  of  107  samples  were 
submitted  to  examination  and  positive  results  were  obtained 
in  4  cases.  The  positive  results  were  reported  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  tne  premises  concerned  were 
visited  by  the  official  veterinary  surgeons,  who  examined  all 
the  cows,  took  appropriate  action  in  the  case  of  cows  showing 
clinical  signs  of  the  disease  and  also  took  group  samples  from 
the  remainder  of  the  herd. 


In  tw'o  instances  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be 
traced,  as  all  cows  appeared  clinically  to  be  free  from  the 
disease  and  further  sampling  of  the  milk  gave  negative  results. 

No  history  of  cows  having  been  disposed  of  during  the 
interval  between  the  original  sampling  and  the  receipt  of  the 
laboratory  reports  could  be  obtained. 

In  the  remaining  two  instances  tuberculous  cows  were 
found — one  cow  in  the  case  of  each  of  the  herds.  Both  cows 
were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  and  in  each 
case  advanced  tuberculosis,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Order, 
was  found.  Subsequent  sampling  gave  negative  results. 

By  Order  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  Fisheries,  made 
under  Part  IV  (Diseases  of  Animals)  of  the  Agricultural  Act, 
1937,  the  veterinary  functions  of  the  County  Council  were 
transferred  to  veterinary  inspectors  of  the  Minister  from  April 
1st,  1938.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing,  no  change  in  the  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  veterinary  staff  carrying  out  these  functions  in 
Berkshire  had  been  made. 

MEAT  SUPPLY. — No  legal  action  in  connection  with 
meat  was  taken  during  the  year. 
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SCHOODS. — The  public  elementary  schools  and  the 
majority  of  other  schools  were  inspected  during  the  year  and 
all  serious  sanitary  defects  were  reported  to  the  responsible 
authorities. 

Up  to  1934,  the  working  arrangement  with  regard  to 
infectious  diseases  in  schools  was  for  the  School  Medical 
Officers  to  deal  with  lion-notifiable  diseases  and  for  the  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  deal  with  notifiable  diseases,  at  the 
same  time  co-operating  with  one  another  as  regards  exchange 
of  information  and  certain  preventive  measures;  but  during 
1934  school  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  became 
too  extensive  for  the  District  M.O.H.  to  be  able  to  give  the 
necessary  time  to  the  search  for  carriers  of  infection  and  un¬ 
recognised  cases  of  disease  and  he  was  compelled  to  ask  the 
School  Medical  Officer  of  Newbury  to  undertake  this  branch 
of  preventive  work  in  that  town  and  the  County  School  Medical 
Officer  to  take  similar  action  in  certain  of  the  County  Schools. 
Both  officers  readily  acceded  to  the  request.  Since  that  year 
work  of  this  nature  has  been  apportioned  between  the  various 
officers  according  to  circumstances. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Memorandum  on  Closure  of 
and  Exclusion  from  School,  issued  in  1927,  jointly  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Education,  are  followed 
in  the  main. 
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Abingdon  Urban  District 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District, 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  1,713 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  popula¬ 
tion,  1938  ...  ...  ...  7,989 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  2,298 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  £52,292 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £208 

The  chief  industries,  in  addition  to  the  usual  trades  of  a 
market  town,  are  fellmongery,  tanning*  and  leather  dressing, 
brewing,  malting,  and  the  manufacture  of  motor  cars. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M.  F. 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Stillbirths 

Deaths 


Live 

Births 


97  46  5O  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

>-  the  estimated  resident 

2  1  1)  population  12.4 

J  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

3  1  2  }  and  stillbirths)  births  29 

C  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
08  SS  43s  the  estimated  resident 

(population  12.3 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  :  — 

Rate  per  1,000  of 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 


Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  61 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  62 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  17 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 


Birth-rate  14.6  Death-rate  12.5  Infant  Mortality  39 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  any  of  the 
following  services :  — 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Hospitals.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 
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Ambulance  facilities  for  non-infectious  cases  in  this  Dis¬ 
trict  and  in  the  neighbouring  Rural  District  of  Abingdon  were 
improved  in  consequence  of  the  formation,  in  1937*  of  a  joint 
committee  to  co-ordinate  the  service  and  to  provide  any  new 
ambulances  thought  to  be  necessary.  As  a  result,  a  new  motor 
ambulance  was  purchased  in  1938  and  the  old  ambulance  re¬ 
tained,  which  arrangement  gave  greater  range  and  elasticity 
and  enabled  both  districts  to  be  adequately  served.  Facilities 
for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  by  the  motor  ambulances 
of  the  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  have  been  adequate 
for  many  years. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. — The  staff  consists  of  the  medical  officer  of 
health,  one  sanitary  inspector  and  one  clerk. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Gifford  Safhn,  holds  the 
sanitary  inspectors’  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination  Joint  Board,  and  is  also 
certified  by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  an  inspector  of 
meat  and  other  foods  and  as  a  smoke  inspector.  He  is  a 
whole-time  officer. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — Beyond  the  extension  of  the  mains  by  a  length 
of  480  yards  in  Saxton  Road,  no  alterations  in  the  public 
supply  were  made.  From  June  to  December  the  water  from 
the  Wootton  and  Lashford  Lane  sources  became  reduced  in 
volume,  but  the  general  supply  was  maintained  by  bringing 
the  auxiliary  supply  from  the  deep  boring  in  the  Market  Place 
into  use. 

Chlorination  of  water  from  the  Wootton  and  Lashford 
Lane  sources  was  continued.  I11  addition  to  tests  of  the  degree 
of  chlorination,  fifteen  samples  of  water  from  the  mains  were 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  all  showed  ab¬ 
sence  of  B.  Coli  from  100  c.c.  of  water.  Chemical  analyses  of 
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one  sample  from  the  boring  in  the  Market  Place,  of  five  samples 
from  the  Lashford  Lane  source  and  of  five  from  the  Wootton 
source  were  made,  and  the  results  afforded  no  evidence  of 
pollution  or  other  contamination  and  indicated  suitability  for 
drinking  and  for  all  other  domestic  purposes. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— No  important  exten¬ 
sions,  additions  or  alterations  were  made  during  the  year. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL.— No 
changes  in  the  system  were  made. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— Mr. 
Saffin,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  year’s  work:  — 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  ...  ...  279 

,,  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1888 


,,  Complaints  received 


y  J 


1 ) 


Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

S  Informal 


Notices  served 


1  Statutory 


,,  Prosecutions 

No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 


90 

55 

41 


x 


As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c.  ...  11 

,,  Drains  and  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  Pig's  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses  ...  2 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  — 

Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  1 


*  y 


Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c. 


•  •  • 


ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


31 


As  to  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  2 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  27 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  26 

„  Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  — 

,,  New  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  85 


Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  217 
Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W. C/s  ...  7 


Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 


C 0 m m on  L 0 dgin g- houses 

t  No. 
$  No. 

on  Register  ... 
of  Inspections... 

— 

Milkshops 

No. 

on  Reg 

,'ister 

7 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

)  y 

... 

5 

Slaughter-houses 

y  y 

•  •  • 

7 

Milkshops 

No. 

of  Inspections 

21 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

>  > 

y  y 

... 

20 

Slaughter-houses 

y  y 

y  y 

619 

Piggeries 

y  y 

y  y 

... 

13 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

I.  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of 

Premises, 

Written 

Prose¬ 

Inspections. 

notices. 

cutions. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power 

Factories 

...  72 

2 

0 

without  mechanical  power 

39 

3 

0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises)  ...  ...  13  c 

Total  124  3 
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II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Found 

Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i).  ...  o 

Overcrowding  (S.2).  ...  o 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  o 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ...  o 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6)  ...  ...  o 


Number  of  Defect* 

Remedied  Referred  to  Prosecu- 
H.M.  Inspector,  tions. 


0  0  O 

0  0  O 

0  0  O 

0  0  O 

0  0  O 


insufficient  ...  2 


Sanitary 

Conveniences* 

(S  .7) 

l 


unsuitable  or 
defective 

not  separate 
for  sexes 


Other  Offences 


1 

o 

2 


3  o 

1  o 

o  o 

2  0 


O 

O 

O 

o 


Total  560  o 


III.  HOMEWORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Factories 

with  mechanical  power 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ... 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 


Number 

15 

43 


o 


58 
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V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  o 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts :  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  i 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  I 

Other  •••  •••  ...  ••• 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  o 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.— No  action  under  either  the 
Shops  Act,  1934,  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was 
found  necessary. 

No  exemption  certificates  under  Section  10  of  the  former 
Act  were  granted. 

CAMPING  SITES. — Two  sites  were  used  for  camping 
purposes  in  1938.  A  licence  was  granted  in  respect  of  one  of 
the  sites,  the  other  was  exempt  from  the  need  of  being  licensed. 

The  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  at  any  one  time 
during  the  summer  season  was  five. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — A  close  watch  was  kept  on  the 
factory  chimneys  in  the  district.  Apart  from  a  few  warnings, 
no  action  was  necessary. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  only  organ¬ 
ised  bathing  place  is  in  the  Thames.  For  this  the  Council 
have  provided  dressing  sheds  and  diving  boards.  Beyond  the 
purchase  of  property  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  covered 
swimming  pool,  no  further  steps  towards  the  scheme  referred 
to  in  the  annual  report  for  1936  were  taken  during  the  year. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— Ten  Council  houses, 
but  no  other  houses,  were  found  during  the  year  to  be  infested 
with  bugs.  Disinfestation  was  effectually  carried  out  by 
thorough  spraying  with  Zaldecide,  a  liquid  insecticide. 

Fumigation  with  Hydrocyanic  Acid  Gas  is  the  method 
employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  tenants  are  free 
from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses,  and  is  carried 
out,  under  contract,  by  a  firm  which  specialises  in  this  work. 

The  Housing  Manager  exercises  close  supervision  over 
Council  houses  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  after 
cleansing. 

SCHOOLS. — The  public  elementary  schools  were  regular¬ 
ly  inspected  and  no  serious  defects  of  sanitation  were  found. 
During  the  year,  pedestal  water-closets  were  substituted  for 
the  trough  water-closets  formerly  in  use  in  one  school,  and 
in  another  school  similar  conversion  was  in  hand.  When 
the  latter  improvement  has  been  completed,  all  the  schools  will 
be  fitted  with  closets  of  satisfactory  type. 

The  public  water  supply  is  laid  on  to  all  schools,  and  all 
are  connected  with  the  public  sewers. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  117  dwelling-houses,  no  of 
working-class  type,  were  erected.  Of  these,  63  were  built 
by  private  persons  and  54  completed  the  Council’ s  re-housing 
scheme  of  68  dwellings  which  was  referred  to  in  last  year’s 
report. 

Work  upon  a  further  re-housing  scheme  of  90  dwellings 
has  been  started. 

Clearance  Orders  upon  8  areas,  which  included  48  dwell¬ 
ings,  and  were  made  in  1937,  were  confirmed  in  1938,  excepting 
in  the  case  of  2  dwellings. 

The  Council’s  scheme  (now  near  completion)  for  demoli¬ 
tion  of  unfit  dwellings  and  re-housing  of  the  occupants  has 
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been  on  a  relatively  large  scale.  At  its  inception  a  high  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  working-class  dwellings  in  the  town  were  very 
old,  badly  planned  and  unprovided  with  reasonable  amenities, 
while,  with  very  few  exceptions,  little  in  the  way  of  upkeep  or 
improvement  had  been  done  for  many  years.  Such  conditions 
justified  the  drastic  action  which  has  been  taken,  and  which, 
though  unfortunately  depriving  parts  of  the  town  of  many  of 
their  most  picturesque  features,  has  been  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  persons  who  in  consequence  have  been  removed  to  san¬ 
itary  and  convenient  modern  dwellings. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  207 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1702 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  123 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1219 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  •••  18 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  •••  •••  93 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers 


75 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : —  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  4 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

A  ct,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren¬ 
dered  fit.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  39 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  29 


(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  203 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — No  legal  action  was  taken  during  the 
year. 

Registered  cowkeepers  remain  at  five  in  number,  one  hav¬ 
ing  been  removed  from  the  register  and  one  having  been  added 
during  the  year. 

Designated  milk  retailed  under  licence  in  the  town,  but 
produced  and  bottled  outside,  consisted  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  sold  by  four  retailers. 

One  sample  of  milk  retailed  within  the  town  was  submitted 
011  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority  to  examination  for  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  gave  negative  results. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.— One  licensed  slaughter¬ 
house  was  given  up  during  the  year  and  seven  now  remain, 
of  which  three  are  registered  and  four  are  licensed. 

Licences  granted  to  slaughtermen,  under  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  Act,  1933,  totalled  25. 

No  legal  action  with  regard  to  meat  or  other  foods  was 
found  necessary. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  meat  inspections 
carried  out :  — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

not 

known 

Number  inspected 

214 

8 

425 

772 

4,867 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

1 

— 

— 

39 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

514 

12-50 

— 

0*26 

0  80 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

1 

— 

— 

166 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

•467 

12-50 

— 

— 

3-51 

No  attempt  had  been  made  to  sell  any  of  the  meat  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  voluntary  surrender 
was  accepted  in  all  cases.  Condemned  meat  was  disposed  of 
by  either  burning  or  burial,  and  due  precautions  to  ensure  that 
no  portion  was  used  for  human  consumption  were  taken. 

Premises  where  food,  other  than  butchers’  meat,  is  manu¬ 
factured,  stored,  sold  or  prepared  for  sale,  were  frequently 
inspected,  and  the  only  article  found  to  be  unfit  for  consump¬ 
tion  was  6b  lbs.  of  bacon  in  an  unsound  condition,  which  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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The  number  of  bakehouses  remained  at  ten,  one  having 
been  given  up  and  a  new  one  brought  into  use.  Excepting 
for  several  instances  of  need  of  limewashing,  no  defects  of  any 
consequence  were  found. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

'total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

22 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

— - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

3  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Excepting  that  12  of  the  total  of  22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  in  a  boarding-school,  where  9  scholars  and  3  members 
of  the  staff  were  involved,  and  that  one  of  the  remaining  10 
cases  of  the  disease  could  be  classed  as  a  return  case,  notified 
diseases  presented  no  features  of  sufficient  interest  to  record. 


40 


ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


During  the  year,  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
totalling  176,  were  admitted  from  various  districts  to  Abingdon 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital. — 


<v 

> 

<D 

Th 

DISEASES. 

DISTRICTS. 

ej 

•C 

<D 

A 

-*3 

P< 

CO 

c3 

r  H 

<D 

P< 

•rH 

m 

b 

Enteric 

Fever. 

uerperal 

Pyrexia 

a 

0 

•43  . 
g  « 

&  § 

0) 

CO  W 

Totals. 

5 

g3 

0 

0) 

w 

Pm 

rO 

O 

Abingdon  Urban 

• — 

22 

2 

— 

— 

I 

25 

Abingdon  Rural 

2 

29 

I 

2 

37 

Bradfield  Rural 

32 

4 

2 

— 

— 

I 

39 

Faringdon  Rural 

4 

9 

— 

— 

— 

I 

14 

Hungerford  Rural 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

2 

Newbury  Rural 

— 

— 

• — 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Wallingford  Rural 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Wantage  Urban 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Wantage  Rural 
Districts  in  Oxford- 

— 

7 

I 

I 

— 

— 

9 

shire 

20 

24 

2 

— 

— 

— 

46 

Totals 

59 

99 

10 

2 

I 

5 

176 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  ('asks.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory . 


0—1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

t 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Totals 

3 

2 

0 

2 

2 

3 

0 

0 

The  five  fatal  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  had  been 
duly  notified. 
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OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Apart  from  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  which  was  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
but  caused  no  deaths,  and  Influenza,  which  also  was  most  pre¬ 
valent  in  the  first  quarter  and  was  responsible  for  one  death, 
no  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  were  evident. 


No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease,  nor 
was  the  attendance  at  any  school  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent, 
of  the  average. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  local  authority  have 
undertaken  to  bear  the  cost  of  examinations  for  Diphtheria 
Bacilli  and  also  of  other  bacteriological  examinations  conducted 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  health.  In  practice,  however,  the 
majority  of  specimens  are  sent  from  the  Joint  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital,  as  it  is  the  custom  to  admit  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  Enteric  to  that  institution  without  waiting  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  confirmation  of  diagnosis.  Specimens  are  sent  from  the 
hospital  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford; 
but  the  number  submitted  for  examination  in  1938  cannot  be 
given,  as  separate  records  for  each  district  are  not  kept. 


Apart  from  Isolation  Hospital  specimens,  examinations 
made  at  the  cost  of  the  local  authority  consisted  of  15  samples 
of  water  bacteriologically  examined  for  evidences  of  pollution. 
These  examinations  were  made  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Clinical  bacteriological  specimens  are  examined  either  at 
the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  or  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital; 
bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  at  the  latter 
Hospital;  chemical  analyses  of  water  at  the  University  of 
Reading  (by  the  Public  Analyst  for  Berkshire)  and  examina¬ 
tions  of  milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  at  the  National  Institute  for 
Research  in  Dairying  of  the  University  of  Reading.  The 
latter  examinations  include  animal  inoculation. 
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Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  from  my 
office  at  the  cost  of  the  local  authority,  but  none  was  issued 
during  the  year.  As  a  rule,  Antitoxin  is  first  administered 
in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  as  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria  are 
promptly  admitted  on  receipt  of  a  message  from  the  medical 
attendant. 


Causes  of  Death  in 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

...  • • • 

55 

43 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

•••  •••  ••• 

o 

Measles 

•  •  •  •  •  ,  •  •  • 

- 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

•  •  •  •  •  •  .  •  . 

4 

Whooping  cough 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

_ 

5 

Diphtheria 

O  •  *  •••  ••• 

— 

_ 

6 

Influenza 

•••  •••  » • . 

1 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

•••  •••  • • * 

_ 

__ 

8 

Cerebro -spinal  fever 

•••  aaa  ••• 

. 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

aaa  •••  ••• 

2 

3 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ft  • 

_ 

11 

Syphilis 

aaa  •••  •  •  . 

1 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  ... 

. 

_ 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

•••  aaa  ••• 

8 

9 

14 

Diabetes 

•  ••  •••  •  •  . 

1 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

a  a  a  •  •  •  ••• 

5 

16 

Heart  disease 

•••  •••  »  a  a 

7 

3 

17 

Aneurysm 

•  ••  aaa  ••• 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

a  a  a  •••  ••• 

4 

2 

19 

Bronchitis 

a  a  a  aaa  ••• 

1 

2 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

a  a  a  aaa  aaa 

3 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

_ 

_ 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

aaa  a  a  <  aaa 

__ 

__ 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

— = 

24 

Appendicitis 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

_ 

i 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

aaa  aaa  aa 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

2 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

4 

1 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

aaa  aaa  aa. 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

■ 

_  .  _ 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

3 

1 

32 

Senility 

•  ••  aaa  aaa 

5 

10 

33 

Suicide 

•  ••  aaa  aaa 

1 

1 

34 

Other  violence  ... 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

3 

2 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

••  aaa  aaa 

8 

1 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

3 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small-pox 

•  •  •  aaa  aaa 

Poliomyelitis 

••a  aaa  •  •  . 

- 

- 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  •  aaa  aaa 

— 

— 

( 

Total 

5 

* 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  J 

Legitimate  ... 

5 

1 

under  1  year  ' 

Illegitimate  ... 

Total 

47 

52 

Live  Births  ...  ...  < 

Legitimate  ... 

46 

51 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

2 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  < 

Legitimate  ... 

1 

1 

Illegitimate... 

— 

1 

Population  ...  ft,  ...  7,989 
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Abingdon  Rural  District 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  41,225 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  popu¬ 
lation,  1938  ...  ...  ...  15,990 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  4,863 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  £121,672 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £501 


The  district  is  chiefly  agricultural  and  residential  in  char¬ 
acter.  A  Royal  Air  Force  stores  depot  is  established  at  Milton, 
and  an  Air  Ministry  aerodrome  at  Shippon. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M.  F. 


Live 

Births 


Legitimate  301  151  150^  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

>  the  estimated  resident 
Illegitimate  9  4  5)  population  19.4 


Stillbirths 

Deaths 


\  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
7  5  2  |  and  stillbirths)  births  23 

(  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
160  76  84  J  the  estimated  resident 

(population  10.0 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 


Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  1  3.15 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  42 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  43 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  20 

,,  ,,  Measles  (ali  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 


Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 

Birth-rate  17.8  Death-rate  10.3  Infant  Mortality  41 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  any  of  the 
following  services  :  — - 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals.  Clinics  and  Treatment 
Centres. 
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Changes  made  in  Home  Nursing  services  consisted 
of  the  formation  of  the  North  Hinksey  and  Wytham  Nursing 
Association,  through  which  midwifery,  maternity  and  general 
nursing  services  have  been  extended  to  the  only  part  of  the 
district  not  previously  covered. 

The  ambulance  facilities  for  noirinfectious  cases  were  im¬ 
proved  during  the  year  in  consequence  of  the  co-operation  of 
the  local  authorities  of  this  district  and  of  Abingdon  Urban 
District  with  a  view  to  improvement  of  the  services.  A  new 
ambulance  was  purchased  and  the  old  ambulance  retained  in 
use,  while  arrangements  were  made  for  co-ordination  of  the 
service  to  the  best  advantage  of  both  districts.  Ambulances 
stationed  in  the  City  of  Oxford  and  at  Didcot,  in  Wallingford 
Rural  District,  also  are  available  for  the  neighbouring  parts  of 
the  district,  which  can  now  be  said  to  be  reasonably  well  served. 

The  provision  for  infectious  cases  is  adequately  met  by 
the  motor  ambulances  of  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  staff  consists  of 
Mr.  Upton,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Cooke,  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  Stanley,  Assistant  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  and  Assistant  Surveyor  of  New  Buildings. 

All  three  are  whole-time  officers. 

One  clerk  also  is  employed  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
department. 

Both  Mr.  Upton  and  Mr.  Cooke  hold  the  certificates  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  as  sanitary  inspectors  and  also  as 
inspectors  of  meat  and  other  foods.  Mr.  Stanley  holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Institute  of  Sanitary  Engineers. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  comprehensive  scheme — referred  to  in  the 
annual  reports  for  1935,  1936  and  1937 — for  the  provision  of 
public,  piped  supplies  from  the  waterworks  of  the  city  of 
Oxford,  was  completed  during  193,8,  and  a  total  of  seventeen 
parishes  are  now  served. 
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As  four  other  parishes  are  served  by  a  piped  supply  directly 
controlled  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  one  other  parish  has 
a  private,  piped  supply,  only  two  small  parishes  now  remain 
dependent  upon  well  water. 

Extensions  of  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to 
meet  building  development,  and  in  all  cases  the  costs  were 
borne  by  the  developers. 

The  proposed  extension  of  mains  to  the  Milton  Hill  area, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports,  has  not 
yet  been  started,  but  steps  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  submission 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  been  taken. 

No  shortage  of  public  supplies  was  experienced  during  the 
year,  but  two  areas  in  which  temporary  shortage  of  private 
wells  was  experienced  were  brought  to  notice.  For  one  of 
these  areas  steps  to  lay  a  short  length  of  connecting  main  have 
been  taken,  and  for  the  other  negotiations  with  a  view  to  ex¬ 
tension  of  mains  will  shortly  be  begun. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  Oxford  supply  were  regularly 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  on  behalf  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration.  Low  counts  of  total  bacteria,  with  absence  of  B.Coli 
from  ioo  c.c.  of  water,  were  given  on  all  occasions.  This  water1 
is  chlorinated. 

Samples  from  the  only  other  public  supply  in  the  district, 
viz. — the  combined  supply  for  the  parishes  of  Sutton  Court¬ 
enay,  Drayton,  Milton  and  Steventon  were  examined  bacterio- 
logically  from  time  to  time,  and  on  all  but  one  occasion  absence 
of  B.  Coli  from  ioo  c.c.  of  water  was  shown,  while  the  excep¬ 
tional  sample  gave  i  B.  Coli  only  per  ioo  c.c.,  a  result  which 
could  be  considered  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — Work  on  the  scheme 
for  the  sewerage  of  Botley  and  Kennington,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  last  year’s  report,  was  begun  in  March,  1938.  In 
view  of  the  urgent  need  in  parts  of  Botley  for  proper  means  of 
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disposal  of  domestic  sewage,  a  temporary  outfall  to  serve  until 
the  main  outfall  works  are  available  was  provided. 

No  other  changes  in  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  systems 
took  place,  but  some  progress  towards  the  proposed  sewering 
of  two  areas  near  the  town  of  Abingdon,  with  drainage  into 
the  town  sewers,  was  made,  in  that  the  two  authorities  arrived 
at  an  agreement  in  principle. 

The  question  of  sewering  of  Milton  Hill,  to  which  refer¬ 
ence  was  made  in  last  year’s  report,  is  still  under  consideration 
and  is  dependent  upon  the  result  of  an  application  for  sanction 
to  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  of  the  neighbouring 
village  of  Harwell,  in  Wantage  Rural  District,  as  connection 
with  this  system  is  proposed. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — The  system  of  direct  collection 
and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse,  which  was  established  in  April, 
19 37,  continued  to  work  satisfactorily,  excepting  that  two  of 
the  tips  became  infested  with  crickets.  The  tips  were  treated  with 
insect  powder,  which  proved  efficacious,  but  had  the  effect  in 
one  case  of  driving  the  crickets  into  neighbouring  dwellings 
and  glass-houses,  so  this  particular  tip  was  abandoned  and 
covered. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT:  — 
Mr.  T.  E.  Upton,  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  follow¬ 
ing  information:  — 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  ...  ...  1532 

,,  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1663 

,,  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  229 


»> 


Notices  served 


f  Informal 
I  Statutory 


115 


Prosecutions 


Nil 
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No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c.  ...  15 

,,  Drains  or  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses  ...  27 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  34 

,,  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c.  ...  ...  2 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  2 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  25 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  52 

,,  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  31 

,,  Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  3 

,,  New  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  555 

,,  Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  3 

,,  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  — 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  — 

Common  Lodging-houses  l  0 *  ^  ••• 

3  No.  of  Inspections...  — 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register  ...  3 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,,  ff  ...  gi 

Slaughter-houses 
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Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

Slaughter-houses 

Piggeries 


No.  of  Inspections 


ft 


>  > 


) ) 


j } 


4 

141 

21 

6 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

I.  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of 

Written 
notices. 


Premises. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ... 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 


Inspections. 

7 


19 


Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

O 


O 


O 


O 


O 


Total  26 


o 


II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i).  ...  1 

Overcrowding  (S.2).  ...  o 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  o 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ...  o 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

( S .  6^  ...  ... 


Number  of  Defects 

Found  Remedied  Referred  to  Prosecu- 

H.M.  Inspector,  tions. 


Sanitary 
Conveniences^ 

(s  .7) 


insufficient 

unsuitable  or 
defective 

not  separate 
for  sexes 


3 

o 


Other  Offences 


o 

o 


1 

o 

o 

o 

3 

o 

2 

O 

o 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 


o 


— ♦ 


Total  6 
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III.  HOMEWORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  from  employers 
Lists.  Outworkers. 

Wearing  Apparel 

(Making,  etc.) 

Offences  in  connection  with  out¬ 

I 

I 

workers 

Nil 

Nil 

IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  18 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

35 


V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts :  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  Nil 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  Nil 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 


Number 

17 
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SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.— There  are  76  shops  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  row  of  13  lock-up  shops, 
these  are  mostly  of  the  village-store  type  and  each  staffed  by 
one  or  two  persons  only  who  are  members  of  one  family. 
Difficulties  with  regard  to  ventilation  and  temperature  and  to 
sanitary  conveniences  rarely  arise  and  no  action  was  found 
necessary  during  the  year. 

CAMPING  SITES. — During  the  year,  eight  sites  were 
used  for  camping  purposes.  In  the  case  of  two  of  these  sites 
the  conditions  were  such  as  to  require  licences  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  licences  were  granted 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  at 
one  time  during  the  summer  was  sixty. 

A  total  of  79  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  camps. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — No  action  was  found  necessary. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  district  con¬ 
tains  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. — The  only  known  case 
of  infestation  by  bugs  was  that  of  a  Council  house  which  was 
effectually  treated  by  thorough  spraying  with  Zaldecide,  a  pro¬ 
prietary  liquid  insecticide. 

Bugs  are  very  rarely  found  in  the  district,  and,  up  to  the 
present,  no  special  measures,  beyond  preliminary  inspection,  to 
ensure  that  the  belongings  of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin 
before  removal  to  Council  houses  have  been  considered  necess¬ 
ary. 


SCHOOLS. — The  elementary  schools  were  inspected  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  any  serious  defects  of  sanitation  were  reported 
to  the  responsible  authorities.  Amongst  improvements  carried 
out  were  the  laying  on  of  public  water  supplies  to  two  schools, 
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together  with  the  replacement  of  closets  of  the  trough  type 
with  pedestal  water-closets  in  the  case  of  one  of  these  schools, 
and  improvement  of  the  drainage  system  of  another  school. 

HOUSING. 

A  total  of  364  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  All 
of  these  were  working-class  dwellings  built  privately. 

Under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  grants  amount¬ 
ing  to  a  total  of  £492  were  made  towards  the  reconditioning 
of  8  dwellings. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ings  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  269 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  309 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  214 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  235 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


134 


♦  *  * 


»  »  • 
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2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  33 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : —  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  21 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930 :—  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  32 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  34 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  196 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  10 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  160 


( d ). — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

In  addition  to  the  houses  tabulated  as  having  been  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action,  2  houses  which  had  been 
represented  for  Demolition  Orders  were  afterwards  rendered 
fit  by  the  owners  without  Demolition  Orders  having  been  made. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — No  legal  action  with  respect  to  the 
milk  supply  was  taken  during  the  year.  The  following  im¬ 
provements  to  cowsheds  or  dairies  were  effected  as  the  result 
of  informal  action. 

New  milking  sheds  erected  5 

General  cleansing  (apart  from  limewashing)  carried 
out  5 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  4 

New  drainage  provided  or  existing  drainage 
improved  y 

New  floors  laid  3 

Dairies  improved  c 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  arrangements  were  made  where¬ 
by  4  unsatisfactory  cowsheds  ceased  to  be  used  as  milking- 
sheds. 

Seven  samples  of  milk  retailed  within  the  district  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and 
in  one  case  a  positive  result  was  obtained  on  animal  inoculation. 
This  result  was  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  consequent  veterinary  investigations  led  to  the 
detection  of  a  cow  which  was  yielding  tuberculous  milk  and 
which  was  slaughtered  and  found  to  be  affected  with  advanced 
tuberculosis.  Further  samples  of  milk  taken  from  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  herd  gave  negative  results. 

Other  samples  of  milk  examined  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Authority  consisted  of  four  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  milk, 
bottled  within  the  district,  which  was  examined  for  bacterial 
content  and  found  to  comply  with  the  standard  laid  down  by 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936;  and  two  samples 
of  milk  examined  in  special  circumstances  for  the  presence  of 
Haemolytic  Streptococci  with  negative  results. 

At  the  beginning  of  1939,  8  farms  within  the  district  were 
licensed  to  produce  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  13  were  licensed 
to  produce  accredited  milk. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — The  district  contains  2 
slaughter-houses  only,  both  of  which  are  licensed.  In  one  of 
these  no  slaughtering  was  carried  out  during  the  year;  in  the 
other  only  a  very  small  trade  was  done. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  inspected 
and  the  number  of  cases  in  which  meat  was  condemned  :  — 


Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Bigs 

Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

100 

Number  inspected 

2 

— 

— 

— 

20 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

All  condemned  meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  was 
disposed  of  by  burial  under  supervision. 

Apart  from  meat,  no  article  of  food  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  was  discovered. 

The  district  contains  n  bakehouses.  In  one  case  informal 
action  for  insufficient  cleanliness  was  taken  and  resulted  in  im¬ 
provement. 

In  three  other  bakehouses  new  floors  were  laid. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small -pox 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

46 

29 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid).. . 

_ 

_ 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

4 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

— 

3  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

5 

3 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Trea  ted. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  consisted  of  an  adult  male  at 
Drayton,  who  had  a  mild  attack,  and  a  youth  who  lived  at 
Marcham  and  had  been  working  as  a  gasfitter’s  mate  in  the 
Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  where  infection  was  pre 
sumably  acquired. 
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Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  in  8  different  parishes,  but  Radley 
(27  cases),  Drayton  (6  cases)  and  St.  Helen  Without  (5  cases) 
were  principally  affected.  All  but  two  of  the  cases  at  Radley 
occurred  in  the  College,  where  the  disease  broke  out  in  the 
third  week  of  May  and  continued  into  the  first  week  of  June. 
The  Drayton  cases  were  spread  over  a  period  of  nine  months, 
and  excepting  for  one  case,  which  was  secondary  to  a  previous 
case  in  the  same  family,  had  no  apparent  connection  with  one 
another.  One  of  the  cases  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helen  Without 
was  a  military  case  and  three  others  occurred  in  one  family  in 
the  military  married  quarters. 

The  case  of  Dysentery  was  a  recurrence  of  an  attack  of  the 
Flexner  type  of  the  disease  contracted  abroad. 

All  four  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete 
recovery. 

Although  no  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  was  notified, 
two  residents  of  the  district  were  admitted  to  the  Radcliff'q 
Infirmary,  Oxford,  with  this  disease.  One  was  an  infant  who 
died  soon  after  admission ;  the  other  was  a  man  who  lived  in 
this  district  and  worked  in  Oxford. 

The  first  intimation  of  the  former  case  was  the  receipt  of 
the  transferable  death  slip  several  months  after  death  took 
place . 

Information  of  the  latter  case  was  received  from  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Oxford,  to  whom  it  had 
been  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and  enquiries  at 
the  patient’s  home  and  amongst  his  known  associates  were 
made  but  failed  to  throw  any  light  upon  the  source  of  infection. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Noil-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory . 


One  of  the  five  fatal  cases  of  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis 
had  not  been  notified.  Death  occurred  in  an  institution  outside 
the  district.  The  four  fatal  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis 
had  been  duly  notified. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Apart  from  Influ¬ 
enza,  which  appeared  to  be  most  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  no  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  were  evident. 

No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease  and 
the  only  reductions  of  attendance  to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the 
average  were  due  either  to  coughs  and  colds  or  to  Chickenpox. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  bacteriological  examinations  for  Diphtheria 
Bacilli,  and  also,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  officer 
of  health,  the  cost  of  other  bacteriological  examinations 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  specimens  sent  from 
Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  7  swabs  were  examined 
for  Diphtheria  Bacilli,  with  negative  results  in  all  cases. 
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Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
from  my  office,  at  the  cost  of  the  Local  Authority,  but  none 
was  issued  during  the  year.  In  this  district  Antitoxin  is  fre¬ 
quently  first  administered  at  the  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital,  to  which  cases  and  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria 
are  promptly  removed  at  the  request  of  the  medical  attendants. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  water  and  of  clinical  speci¬ 
mens  are  made  at  either  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading, 
or  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford.  Bacteriological  exam¬ 
inations  of  milk  are  made  at  the  National  Institute  for  Research 
in  Dairying  of  the  University  of  Reading,  and  in  the  case  of 
examinations  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  include  animal 
inoculation.  Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Analyst  of  the  County  of  Berkshire. 


Causes  of  Death  in 

ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1938. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

76 

84 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2  Measles 

— 

— 

3  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6  Influenza 

1 

1 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— - 

1 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

3 

2 

11  Syphilis 

— 

— 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  ... 

— 

— 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

7 

13 

14  Diabetes 

— 

1 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc  .  . 

7 

6 

16  Heart  disease 

19 

15 

17  Aneurysm 

- - 

— 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

3 

7 

19  Bronchitis 

4 

6 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

9 

1 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

2 

— 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

1  * 

24  Appendicitis 

— 

— 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

— 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

4 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

1 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

o 

5 

32  Senility 

6 

7 

33  Suicide 

1 

— 

34  Other  violence  ... 

6 

1 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

5 

10 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

-r- 

|  Total 

4 

9 

Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  <  Legitimate 

4 

9 

under  1  year  (  Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

(  Total 

155 

155 

Live  Births  ...  ...  J  Legitimate  ... 

151 

150 

(  Illegitimate  ... 

4 

5 

(  Total 

5 

2 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  <  Legitimate 

4 

2 

(  Illegitimate  ... 

1 

; 

— 

Population  ...  .,  ...  ...  ...  15,990 


-s. 


■  . 

.  * 

’ 

• 
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Bradfield  Rural  District 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  53,008 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,940 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  4,873 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  £103,464 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £421 

The  district  is  almost  entirely  agricultural  and  residential 
in  character. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M.  F. 

Live  '  Legitimate  163  80  83 


Births 


Illegitimate 


Stillbirths 


Deaths 


8 


8 


7 


158  83  75 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  11.4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  stillbirths)  births  45 

‘Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  10.6 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  :  — 

Deaths 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil 
Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


18 

6 

250 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 

Birth-rate  13.4  Death-rate  11.6  Infant  Mortality  44 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  any  of  the  following 
services  :  — 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals.  Ambulance  Facilities. 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Home  Nursing. 
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For  ambulance  facilities  for  non-infectious  cases  the  disn 
trict  is  dependent  upon  Red  Cross  ambulances  stationed  in 
Reading  and  Newbury,  together  with  the  ambulances  of  the 
Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading.  The  maximum  distance 
from  one  or  other  of  these  centres  is  about  10  miles. 

Infectious  oases  are  removed  in  the  ambulances  of 
Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  This  hospital  is  about 
10  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  point  and  about  23  miles 
from  the  farthest  point  of  the  district. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  public  health 
staff  consists  of  a  sanitary  inspector,  an  assistant  sanitary 
inspector,  and  a  clerk,  all  of  whom  give  their  whole  time  to 
the  Council’s  service. 

The  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  T.  Harold  Windle,  is  also 
inspector  of  new  buildings  and  manager  of  the  Council’s 
houses.  For  the  latter  post  he  has  one  whole-time  assistant, 
partly  engaged  in  collection  of  rents,  and  partly  in  general 
duties. 

Mr.  Windle  holds  the  sanitary  inspectors’  certificate  and 
the  meat  inspectors’  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
The  assistant  sanitary  inspector  is  at  present  uncertificated. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — No  serious  shortage  of  water  was  experienced 
during  the  year.  No  new  public  supplies  were  provided,  but 
extensions  of  all  four  main  supplies  in  the  district,  viz. — those 
of  Reading  Corporation,  Newbury  Corporation,  the  Mid- 
Wessex  Water  Company  and  the  South  Oxfordshire  Water 
and  Gas  Company,  were  made  to  serve  a  total  of  98  houses. 

Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  from  all 
four  main  supplies  were  carried  out  and  no  unsatisfactory  re¬ 
sults  were  reported. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  sewerage  scheme 
for  the  village  of  Stratfield  Mortimer  was  approaching  com¬ 
pletion  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  scheme  for  the  village  of 
Theale  was  begun  in  April,  1938,  but  progress  was  much  delay¬ 
ed  by  the  high  level  and  enormous  volume  of  the  subsoil  water 
encountered  when  sinking  the  trenches  for  the  sewers  and  com¬ 
pletion  before  the  autumn  of  1939  is  not  expected.  Both  of 
these  schemes  were  referred  to  in  the  annual  report  for  1937. 

No  other  changes  in  systems  of  drainage  and  sewerage 
were  made. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING.— No  important  changes  were 
made  in  the  system,  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  which, 
since  its  inception  in  1930,  has  continued  to  give  great  satis¬ 
faction  and  has  justified  the  cost,  which  amounts  approximate¬ 
ly  to  the  product  of  a  twopenny  rate. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT:  — 


Mr.  Windle,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  year’s  work:  — 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited 
,,  Inspections  made 

,,  Complaints  received 


y  y 


Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

S  Informal 


Notices  served 


1  Statutory 


1686 

3506 

29 

98 

78 

10 


Prosecutions 


Nil 


No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 
As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c. 
,,  Drains  or  Cesspools  ...  .. 
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As  to  Pigs  or  other  animals 


Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses 
Deficient  or  impure  water 
Unclean  houses 


,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  & c. 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ... 

,,  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis 

,,  Wells  closed 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 

,,  New  wells  sunk 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

,,  Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food 
,,  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 


Common  Lodging-houses 
Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

Slaughter-houses 

Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

Slaughter-houses 

Piggeries 


1 

J 


No.  on  Register 
No.  of  Inspections 

No.  on  Register 

>  y  > } 

)■> 

No.  of  Inspections 

>  >  > } 

>>  >> 

>>  >> 


2 

78 

24 

4 

3 
6 

5 

41 

6 
Nil 

2 

9 

134 

4 
45 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

158 

11 

8 

243 

125 

8 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises.  Inspections. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  37 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  40 


Number  of 

Written  Prosecu- 

notices.  tions. 


0 


O 


0 


Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 


premises) 

... 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

77 

I 

0 

II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Particulars 

Found 

Number  of  Defects 
Remedied  Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i). 

1 

I 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

(S.2). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

insufficient 

1 

I 

0 

0 

Sanitary 

Conveniences* 

unsuitable  or 
defective 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(S  .7) 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

2 

2 

0 

0 

III.  HOMEWORK. 
Nil. 
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IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

N  umber 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  22 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  27 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

49 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  is 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  Nil 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  Nil 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. — During  the  year  49  shops  were 
inspected.  In  no  case  was  there  need  of  action  with  respect 
to  ventilation,  temperature  or  sanitary  conveniences. 

CAMPING  SITES. — Four  camping  sites  were  in  use  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  but  the  periods  of  use  were  not  long  enough  to 
render  licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  necessary. 
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The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  at  any 
one  time  during  the  summer  was  33. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — No  action  was  taken  or  needed. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  only  swim¬ 
ming'  bath  or  pool  in  the  district  is  a  small  concrete  bath  con¬ 
structed  near  the  river  Pang.  This  bath  is  privately  owned 
but  is  open  to  the  public.  In  normal  seasons  the  water  is 
derived  from  the  river  Pang  and  the  flow  through  the  bath  is 
continuous;  in  periods  of  drought  water  is  pumped  into  the 
bath  from  a  deep  boring.  A  system  of  purification  by  chlorine 
and  copper  sulphate,  designed  by  an  expert,  is  in  operation; 
and,  in  addition,  the  bath  is  emptied  and  cleansed  fortnightly. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— Infestation  by  bugs 
is  very  rare  in  this  district  and  no  case  was  met  with  during  the 
year. 

In  the  few  instances  which  have  occurred  in  the  past,  dis¬ 
infestation  by  spraying  with  Zaldecide,  a  liquid  insecticide,  has 
been  carried  out  by  officials  of  the  Local  Authority  at  the  cost 
of  the  owners  of  the  houses.  Squirter  flasks  of  the  insecticide, 
with  instructions  as  to  use,  have  been  left  with  tenants,  as  a 
precaution  against  reinfestation,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health's  “  Memorandum  on  the  Bed  Bug  and  how 
to  deal  with  it.” 

Inspection  of  tenants’  belongings  before  removal  to  Council 
houses  has,  so  far,  shown  no  need  of  preliminary  disinfestation. 

SCHOOLS. — Inspections  of  elementary  schools  in  the 
district  revealed  no  serious  sanitary  defects. 

HOUSING. 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  totalled  62,  of  which 
38  were  dwellings  of  working-class  type.  Three  of  the  latter 
were  provided  by  the  Local  Authority.  Under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts,  a  grant  of  £77  was  made  towards  the 
reconditioning  of  a  house. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  344 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  582 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  206 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  206 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  49 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : —  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1(336:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1336: —  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  60 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  y 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 

\ 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — The  district  contains  167  registered 
cow-keepers  and  dairymen,  of  whom  101  are  wholesale  traders 
and  producers,  57  are  producers  and  retailers  and  9  are  retailers 
only. 

No  legal  action  with  respect  to  the  milk  supply  was 
found  necessary  during  the  year. 

The  following  improvements  to  milking  sheds  and  dairies 
were  carried  out  as  the  result  of  informal  representations  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector:  — 

No.  of  new  cowsheds  built  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  existing  buildings  converted  into  cowsheds  of 


good  type  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  cowsheds  provided  with  new  floors  ...  1 

,_,  „  „  „  „  additional  lighting  ...  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ventilation  1 

,,  ,,  new  dairies  or  cooling  houses  provided  ...  4 

,,  ,,  dairies  or  cooling  houses  improved  ...  1 

,,  ,,  water  supplies  provided  or  improved  ...  1 

,,  ,,  minor  improvements  ...  ...  ...  4 


At  the  beginning  of  1939  licences  to  produce  designated 
milk  at  73  dairy  farms  were  in  force.  At  25  farms  the  licences 
were  for  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  at  the  remaining  48  for 
accredited  milk. 

The  corresponding  figures  at  the  end  of  1937  were  16  and 
49  respectively. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  granted  licences  to 
eight  retailers  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk.  Two  of  these 
were  supplementary  licences  only.  Supplementary  licences 
to  sell  pasteurised  milk  were  granted  to  three  retailers. 

Two  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  milk,  from  two  different 
retailers,  both  supplied  by  the  same  producer,  were  submitted 
to  examination  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority.  One  was 
found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special 
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Designations)  Order,  1936  ;  the  other  satisfied  the  Methylene 
Blue  test,  but  contained  Coliform  organisms  in  one-hundredth 
of  a  millilitre. 

Twelve  samples  of  milk  retailed  within  the  district  were 
examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Negative  results 
were  given  in  all  cases. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — No  legal  action  with 
respect  to  meat  or  other  foods  was  found  to  be  necessary. 
In  two  slaughter-houses  limewashing  was  carried  out  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  notices. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspect¬ 
ed  and  the  number  of  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  con¬ 
demned  :  — 


Carcases  Suspected  and  Condemned. 


Cows  and  Cattle 
other  than  Cows* 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

103 

49 

435 

457 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

0-44 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

— — 

■ - 

“ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0  97 

000 

0  00 

0*22 

Separate  records  for  cows  and  for  other  cattle  have  not  been  kept. 
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All  condemned  meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 

The  condemned  carcase  was  sent  to  a  bone  and  fat  mer¬ 
chant  ;  the  smaller  portions  of  diseased  meat  were  destroyed  by 
burning.  Supervision  over  disposal  was  exercised  in  all  cases. 

Apart  from  meat,  no  diseased  or  unsound  food  was  dis¬ 
covered  during  inspections  of  shops  and  other  premises  in 
which  food  is  stored,  sold  or  prepared  for  sale. 

The  16  bakehouses  in  the  district  received  periodical  visits 
of  inspection.  Uncleanliness,  which  was  remedied  after  in¬ 
formal  notice,  of  one  bakehouse  was  the  only  serious  defect 
discovered. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

_ 

Diphtheria 

34 

34 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1  1 

— 

9  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

Dysentery 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  made  up  of  an  out¬ 
break  of  22  in  a  Home  Office  reformatory  school  in  the  parish 
of  Wokefield,  8  in  an  elementary  school  in  the  parish  of  Burgh- 
field,  and  single  cases  in  each  of  four  different  parishes.  At 
the  reformatory  school,  which  contained  at  the  time  94  boys, 
together  with  an  indoor  and  outdoor  staff,  the  disease  was 
spread  by  one  of  the  boys  who  was  thought  to  have  simple 
tonsilitis  and  was  not  referred  to  the  medical  officer  until  the 
tenth  day  after  the  onset,  by  which  time  several  additional 
cases,  constituting  fresh  sources  of  infection,  had  developed 
amongst  his  associates.  The  source  of  the  first  case  could  not 
be  discovered, — efforts  at  discovery  being  hampered  by  the 
length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  between  the  onset  and  notifi¬ 
cation.  All  cases  were  removed  to  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Idospital  as  soon  as  practicable  after  diagnosis.  Swabbing  of 
all  the  remaining  boys  and  all  members  of  the  staff  and  their 
families,  with  segregation  of  carriers,  were  carried  out  with 
little  effect  on  the  spread  of  the  disease,  which  continued,  with 
short  intermissions,  for  seven  weeks  from  notification  of  the 
initial  case.  Immunisation  against  the  disease  of  all  the  boys 
who  had  escaped  infection  was  eventually  carried  out,  and 
arrangements  were  made  to  ensure  that  in  future  all  newcomers 
should  first  be  immunised.  In  this  outbreak  all  sources  of 
infection,  other  than  by  personal  contact,  could  be  ruled  out. 
No  members  of  the  staff  or  of  their  families  either  contracted 
the  disease  or  became  a  carrier. 
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The  outbreak  in  the  elementary  school  at  Burghfield  un¬ 
doubtedly  originated  in  one  of  the  teachers,  who  had  remained 
on  duty  for  a  whole  day  (a  Wednesday)  after  the  onset  of 
Diphtheria  (Tuesday  evening)  and  was  not  medically  attended 
until  the  following  day  when  the  nature  of  the  illness  was  sus¬ 
pected  and  was  confirmed  by  a  bacteriological  report  received 
on  the  Friday.  No  previous  case  of  the  disease  had  been  re>- 
ported  in  the  neighbourhood,  nor  had  any  previous  case  of 
sore  throat  occurred  amongst  the  children  or  staff  of  the  school, 
and  as  the  teacher  in  question  had  been  away  for  the  preceding- 
week-end,  and  had  attended  a  cinema  and  a  music  hall,  the 
natural  inference  was  that  she  became  infected  during  this 
week-end.  Within  a  period  of  between  three  and  seven  days 
after  her  last  attendance  at  school,  eight  additional  cases  arose 
— seven  of  them  being  children  who  had  been  in  attendance 
at  school  and  the  remaining  one  a  fellow  teacher,  whose  case 
was  notified  in  Oxfordshire,  as  she  was  at  her  home  in  that 
county  for  the  week-end  when  taken  ill.  One  of  the  children 
died  of  the  disease.  The  school  was  closed  for  a  period  of 
three  weeks. 


The  four  single  cases  in  different  parishes  had  no  discover¬ 
able  connection  with  each  other  or  witli  any  preceding  case, 
and  no  definite  clue  to  their  respective  sources  of  infection 
could  be  found. 

Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  in  nine  different  parishes,  of  which 
Stratfield  Mortimer,  with  8  cases,  was  principally  affected.  The 
disease  was  of  mild  character  on  the  whole  and  the  cases  pre¬ 
sented  no  features  of  special  interest. 

The  notified  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  a  girl  of 
two  years,  who,  at  the  time  of  notification,  showed  partial 
paralysis  of  one  leg  following  upon  a  febrile  illness  which  began 
some  three  weeks  previously.  Tier  brothers,  aged  7  years  and 
5  years,  who  were  the  only  other  occupants  of  the  house  in 
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addition  to  the  parents,  had  had  similar  febrile  illness  about 
a  week  before  the  little  girl,  and,  although  no  signs  of  paraly¬ 
sis  were  evident  in  their  cases,  it  is  probable  that  they  also  had 
mild  attacks  of  the  disease.  All  three  children  recovered  com¬ 
pletely. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  also  ended  in  complete 
recovery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


The  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Measles  was  preva¬ 
lent  over  the  greater  part  of  the  district  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  but  caused  no  deaths.  Otherwise,  no  note¬ 
worthy  causes  of  sickness,  apart  from  notifiable  diseases,  were 
evident.  Burghfield  Mrs.  Bland’s  School,  closed  for  Diph- 
theiia  foi  three  weeks  in  October  and  November,  was  the  only 
instance  of  school  closure  on  account  of  infectious  disease,  but 
at  the  following  schools  the  attendances  were  reduced  to  below 
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6o  per  cent.  of  the  average  during  the  periods  and  by  the 


diseases  stated:  — 

Beech  Hill  C.  of  E. 

Coughs  and 

Colds.  1 

week  in  Jan. 

Bucklebury  C.  of  E. 

Measles. 

3 

weeks  in  Feb.  & 

March. 

Stratfield  Mortimer 
St.  John’s  Infants. 

>  > 

4 

,,  ,,  April  and 

May. 

Purley  C.  of  E. 

>  j 

5 

,,  ,,  May  and 

June. 

Sulhampstead  C.  of  E.  ,, 

3 

,,  ,,  May  and 

June. 

Pangbourne  Council. 

1  > 

2 

,,  ,,  May  and 

June. 

Upper  Basildon. 

Chickenpox. 

1  week  in  December. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  used  for  treatment;  and 
also  the  cost  of  bacteriological  examinations  necessary  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  from  my 
office;  and  during  the  year  21  ampoules  (8,000  units  each)  were 
issued.  Bacteriological  specimens  examined  at  the  cost  of  the 
Local  Authority  consisted  of  59  swabs,  which  were  examined 
for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  and  gave  12  positive  and  47  negative 
results,  and  6  specimens  of  faeces  examined  for  the  presence  of 
Typhoid  Bacilli,  with  a  positive  result  in  one  case.  All  these 
examinations  were  made  in  the  laboratories  of  the  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital,  with  the  exception  of  one  swab  which  was 
examined  in  the  laboratories  of  the  Clinical  Research  Associ¬ 
ation. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  are  carried  out  at  the 
National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  of  the  University 
of  Reading.  In  the  case  of  examination  of  milk  for  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  animal  inoculation  is  always  included. 
Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  made  by  the  County  Analyst, 
and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  by  the  Bacterio¬ 
logist  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

83 

75 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

o 

Measles 

___ 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

Whooping  cough 

_ 

_ 

5 

Diphtheria 

_ 

1 

6 

Influenza 

_ 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

_____ 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

_ 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  ... 

_ 

L3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

11 

13 

14 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

1 

2 

16 

Heart  disease 

14 

16 

17 

Aneurysm 

1 

1 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

13 

15 

19 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

3 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

_ 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

24 

Appendicitis 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

1 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

6 

3 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc. 

2 

1 

32 

Senility 

2 

2 

33 

Suicide 

2 

34 

Other  violence  ... 

2 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

10 

lu 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

(  Total 

2 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  J  Legitimate  ... 

1 

under  1  year  (  Illegitimate  ... 

2 

i  Total 

■  •  •  •  •  •  • 

84 

87 

Live  Births  ...  ...  {  Legitimate  ... 

80 

83 

'  Illegitimate  ... 

4 

4 

i  Total 

7 

1 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  {  Legitimate  ... 

7 

1 

[  Illegitimate  ... 

— 

Population 


•  •  • 


14,940 
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Hungerford  Rural 


District 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,817 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

1938  •••  •••  •••  •••  8,454 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  2,517 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  £42,349 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £179 

The  district  is  principally  agricultural  and  residential  in 
character.  Hungerford,  the  market  town,  has  a  population  of 
nearly  3,000.  Training  quarters  for  racehorses  are  established 
on  the  downs,  chiefly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lambourn,  a 
village  with  a  population  approaching  2,000. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M. 


Live 

Births 


Legitimate 


Illegitimate 


05 

8 


67 

5 


F. 

68 

3 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  16.9 


Stillbirths 


8 


J  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
2  j  and  stillbirths)  births  53 


(  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
Deaths  ...  98  50  48  J  the  estimated  resident 

(  population  1 1 .6 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes :  — 

.  Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  - — 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  7 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illeg 

ptimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

•  •  •  •  .  • 

17 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  ... 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  a 

ges)  ... 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 

Birth-rate  16. 1  Death-rate  11.7  Infant  Mortality  48 


Genera!  Provision  of  HeaSfh  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  took  place  during  the  year  in  any  of  the 
following  services  :  — 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Ambulance  Facilities.  Hospitals. 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Nursing  in  the  Homo, 
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Although  no  ambulance  is  stationed  within  the  district, 
the  services  available  can  be  regarded  as  adequate  in  view  of 
the  local  circumstances.  For  non-inf ectious  cases  the  motor 
ambulances  stationed  in  the  town  of  Newbury  and  the  motor 
ambulance  belonging  to  the  Savernake  Cottage  Hospital  (100 
beds),  Wiltshire,  which  hospital  is  used  by  the  inhabitants  of 
parts  of  the  district,  are  available.  Infectious  cases  are  con¬ 
veyed  in  the  motor  ambulances  of  the  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  provided  with  full  nursing  ser¬ 
vices  by  local  associations  affiliated  to  the  Berkshire  County 
Nursing  Association. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTH¬ 
ORITY. — The  staff  consists  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Raine,  and  one  assistant — both  whole-time  officers. 
Mr.  Raine  also  acts  as  inspector  of  new  buildings  and  valuation 
officer.  He  holds  the  sanitary  inspectors’  certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

The  assistant,  who  is  employed  chiefly  in  clerical  work,  is 
uncertificated. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — Serious  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  in 
the  parish  of  Inkpen  where  a  number  of  wells  became  dry  in 
the  autumn.  The  need  of  a  public  supply  was  further  accent¬ 
uated  by  the  poor  quality  of  water  normally  yielded  by  many  of 
these  private  wells,  and  a  scheme  for  the  extension  of  those 
mains  of  the  Newbury  Corporation  which  supply  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  village  of  Kintbury  was  put  forward  jointly  by  Hungerford 
Rural  District  Council  and  the  Corporation  of  Newbury  and 
was  the  subject  of  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  held  in  Nov¬ 
ember.  Consent  to  raise  the  necessary  loan  was  granted  and 
the  work  was  begun  about  the  middle  of  December.  Apart 
from  a  small  group  of  cottages  in  another  part  of  the  district, 
where  failure  of  the  wells  was  followed  by  the  provision  of  a 
piped  supply,  no  other  instances  of  shortage  of  water  were 
known. 
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The  yield  of  the  Lambourn  Valley  supply,  the  only  one 
under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority,  was  well  maintained. 
Samples  of  water  from  this  supply  were  periodically  submitted 
to  bacteriological  examination  and,  with  one  exception,  showed 
absence  of  B.  Coll  from  ioo  c.c.  of  water.  The  exceptional 
sample  gave  low  total  numbers  of  bacteria  at  both  blood  heat 
and  room  temperature,  but  contained  5  B.  Coll  per  100  c.c. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— No  changes  were 
made  during  the  year.  Draft  schemes  for  the  sewerage  of 
Lambourn  were  considered  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  the 
estimated  cost  of  over  £40,000  was  regarded  as  being  too  high, 
and  further  consideration  was  deferred  for  attempts  at  modifi¬ 
cation  of  the  scheme,  with  reduction  in  the  cost,  to  be  made. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — The  system  of  direct  collection 
and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  remained  unchanged  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  satisfactorily. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT:  — 
Mr.  Raine,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  year’s  work  :  — 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  ...  ...  974 

,,  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1,481 


9  9 


9  9 


Complaints  received 

Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

Notices  served  \ 

(  Statutory 


,,  Prosecutions 


61 


M3 


No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 
As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c. 
,,  Drains  or  Cesspools 


♦  f  • 


?  *  r 
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As  to  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses  ...  4 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  15 

,,  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c.  ...  ...  2 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  1 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  12 

,,  Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  2 

,,  New  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  60 

,,  Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  4 

,,  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  1 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  — 

Common  Lodging-houses  }  ^cOstei  ••• 

3  No.  ot  Inspections  — 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register  ...  3 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,,  ,,  ...  89 

Slaughter-houses  ,,  ,,  ...  8 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections  ...  11 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,,  ,,  ...  93 

Slaughter-houses  ,,  ,,  ...  86 

Piggeries  „  „  ...  lg 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises.  Inspections. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  24 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  49 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises)  ...  ...  o 


Number  of 

Written 

notices. 

0 


C 


O 


Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

O 


O 


O 


Total  73  00 


Particulars 


II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects 

Found  Remedied  Referred  to  Prosecu- 

H.M.  Inspector,  tions. 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i). 
Overcrowding  (S.2). 
Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 


(S.6) 


Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(S  .7) 


insufficient  .. 

unsuitable  or 
defective 

not  separate 
for  sexes 


5 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 


Other  Offences 


o 

o 


5 

o 

o 

o 


o 

o 

0 


I 

n 


O 

O 


O 


o  o 

o  c 


o 

o 

G 

O 

O 

O 

O 


O 


80  o 


Total  8 
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III.  HOMEWORK. 
Nil. 


IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

N  umber 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  2 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  56 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  c 

58 


V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  Nil 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  Nil 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

.SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. — No  action  under  either  those 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  which  relate  to  ventilation 
and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences,  or 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  taken. 
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Two  shops  found  to  be  dirty  and  otherwise  unsatisfactory 
were  dealt  with  by  informal  measures.  As  a  consequence,  one 
was  cleansed  and  put  into  good  order  and  the  other  is  now 
undergoing  structural  improvements. 

CAMPING  SITES. — Excepting  for  the  use  of  a  single 
tent  or  hut  here  and  there,  no  camps  were  established  in  the 
district,  and  in  no  instance  was  the  period  of  use  sufficiently 
long  to  need  a  licence. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — No  action  was  taken  or  needed. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  district  con¬ 
tains  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— Bugs  are  rare  in  the 
district,  and,  up  to  the  present,  no  need  of  action  has  been 
found.  Beyond  inspection  of  the  dwellings  to  be  vacated,  no 
special  precautions  have  yet  been  taken  with  regard  to  tenants’ 
belongings  before  removal  to  Council  houses. 

SCHOOLS. — The  elementary  schools,  13  in  number,  were 
inspected  during  the  year  and  any  defects  of  sanitation  were 
reported  to  the  responsible  authorities. 

Nine  of  the  schools  have  public  water  supplies  laid  on. 
Public  sewers  are  available  for  only  2  schools,  and  both  of 
these  are  furnished  with  water-closets  and  drainage  connected 
with  the  sewers.  In  the  remaining  cases  pail-closets  are  used, 
and  drainage  is  either  into  s.oakaways  or  else  into  septic  tank 
and  irrigation  systems. 

The  playgrounds  of  7  of  the  schools  are  satisfactory;  in 
5  schools  parts  of  the  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  more  or 
less  defective,  and  for  the  remaining  school  no  proper  play¬ 
ground  is  provided,  but  a  neighbouring  field,  which  is  too 
muddy  for  use  in  wet  weather  and  the  use  of  which  involves 
crossing  a  highway,  is  rented  for  the  purpose. 
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HOUSING. 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  totalled  19,  of  which 
17  are  working-class  dwellings.  Fourteen  of  the  latter  were 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority.  Grants  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts  were  made  towards  the  reconditioning 
of  5  houses  and  amounted  to  a  total  of  £450. 

Exceptionally  good  work  in  the  restoration  and  recondi¬ 
tioning  of  picturesque  old  cottages — many  of  them  timbered 
and  thatched — has  been  carried  out  in  the  district  for  some 
years.  Mr.  Raine,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  been  largely 
responsible  for  encouraging  restoration  and  also  for  planning 
and  supervision  of  the  work,  while  the  Local  Authority  have 
always  been  willing  to  make  grants  in  suitable  cases. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  288 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  397 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  167 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  194 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub  head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  m 
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2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  48 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a.  — Proceedings  under  Section v  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  50 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  38 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: —  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  7 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 


Nil 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


93 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 


(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. . . 

25 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

•  •  • 

25 

(3)  Number  of  persons 

dwelling  therein 

10 

1— 1 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases 

of  overcrowding 

reported 

during  the  year 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. . . 

Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases 

of  overcrowding 

relieved 

during  the  year 

...  •  •  • 

. . . 

14 

(2)  Number  of  persons 

concerned  in  such 

cases  ... 

56 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY.— No  legal  action  with  respect  to  the 
milk  supply  was  taken  during'  the  year.  As  the  result  of  in¬ 
formal  notices,  improvements  to  cowsheds  and  cooling  houses 
were  carried  out  at  four  dairy  farms.  In  the  case  of  two  of 
the  farms  a  high  standard  was  attained. 

At  the  beginning  of  1939,  7  dairy  farms  in  the  district  were 
licensed  for  the  production  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  21 
dairy  farms  for  the  production  of  accredited  milk. 

No  samples  of  designated  milk  were  examined  on  behalf 
of  the  Local  Authority,  but  three  samples  of  undesignated 
milk  retailed  within  the  district  were  submitted  to  examination, 
which  included  animal  inoculation,  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  and  gave  negative  results. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.— The  following  table 
gives  particulars  of  meat  inspections  during  the  year :  — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

53 

2 

8 

101 

82 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Percentage"of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

2  0 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  condemned  articles  consisted  of  two  forequarters  of 
imported,  mutton  which  were  in  an  unsound  state  and  were 
surrendered  voluntarily  and  destroyed  under  supervision. 

Inspection  of  shops  and  other  premises  in  which  articles 
of  food,  other  than  butchers’  meat,  are  sold,  stored  or  pre¬ 
pared  for  sale  were  made  from  time  to  time.  The  only  articles 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  the  carcases  of 
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seven  fowls,  which  showed  signs  of  commencing  putrefaction 
and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial. 

Two  bakehouses  became  disused  during  the  year,  leaving 
a  total  of  fourteen.  Inspections  led  to  the  issue  of  notices  to 
renew  limewashing  in  six  instances  and  to  repair  one  floor, 
which  notices  were  complied  with  in  due  course. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

_ 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

3 

2 

— 

Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

1  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  of  Erysipelas  presented  no 
features  of  special  interest. 


The  case  notified  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  a  young 
woman  whose  initial  symptoms  closely  simulated  this  disease. 
She  was  admitted  to  the  Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hos¬ 
pital  and  eventually  found  to  have  a  cyst  of  the  meninges  of 
the  spinal  cord,  to  the  pressure  of  which  the  symptoms  were 
due.  An  operation  for  removal  of  the  cyst  resulted  in  com¬ 
plete  recovery. 
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Although  no  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  was  notified, 
the  death  from  this  disease  of  an  infant  belonging  to  the  district 
took  place  in  an  isolation  hospital  in  another  county.  No  in¬ 
timation  of  this  case  was  given  until  four  months  later  when 
the  transferable  death  slip  was  received  through  the  General 
Register  Office. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Oases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Noil-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory . 


0  —  I 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  ;ind  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

5 

4 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

The  five  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Measles  was  preva¬ 
lent  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  district,  but  caused  no  deaths. 

East  Garston  School  was  closed  for  a  week  in  January  on 
account  of  this  disease. 

At  the  following  schools  the  attendance  was  reduced  to 
below  60  per  cent,  of  the  average  by  the  diseases  and  during 
the  periods  stated  :  — 
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Hungerford  Council 


Infants  Measles. 


3  weeks  in  January. 


,,  Council  Mixed  ,,  s 

,,  Newtown 

C.  of  E.  „  4 

Lambourn  Council  ,,  2 

Lambourn  Woodlands 

C.  of  E.  ,,  2 

Inkpen  Council  Coughs  and  Colds  r 


4 

3 


o 


2 


week  in  December. 


„  July- 


Jan.  &  Feb. 
Feb.  &  Mar. 


LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  bacteriological  examinations  necessary  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health  and  also  the  cost  of  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  used  for  treatment. 

Specimens  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  during 
the  year  consisted  of  y  swabs  examined  for  the  presence  of 
Diphtheria  Bacilli,  with  negative  results  in  all  cases,  and  one 
specimen  of  faeces  examined  for  the  presence  of  bacteria  of  the 
Typhoid-Dysentery  group  with  negative  results. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  from  my  office,  on  request, 
to  medical  practitioners,  and  i  ampoule  (8,ooo  units)  was 
issued  during  the  year. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  made  by  the  County 
Analyst,  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  and  of  clinical 
specimens  by  the  Pathologist  of  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  by  the  staff  of  the  National 
Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  of  Reading  University.  The 
latter  examinations  include  animal  inoculation. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Femalei 

All  Causes 

... 

50 

48 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

•••  ••• 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

...  •••  ... 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

*••  •••  . . . 

— 

- 

4 

Whooping  cough 

...  •  i.  ••• 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

...  ...  • • • 

— 

— 

6 

Influenza 

•  9.  ...  ••• 

1 

— 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

1 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

3 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

11 

Syphilis 

...  *•*  ... 

— 

— 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane. 

tabes  dorsalis  ... 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

. .  ...  ... 

11 

6 

14 

Diabetes 

,  , .  ...  ,  4  , 

— 

1 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  .  . 

...  ...  ... 

6 

9 

16 

Heart  disease 

•*•  ...  ... 

11 

13 

17 

Aneurysm 

...  ••  ... 

— 

— 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

...  ...  ... 

3 

5 

19 

Bronchitis 

...  . . 

1 

2 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  ...  ... 

— 

] 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

...  ...  ... 

— 

2 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

...  ...  ... 

— 

_ 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

...  ...  ... 

— 

_ 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

...  ...  ... 

1 

2 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

— 

— 

32 

Senility 

...  ...  ... 

3 

— 

33 

Suicide 

... 

1 

1 

34 

Other  violence  ... 

... 

5 

- 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

2 

2 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

2 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  f 

bove) 

Small-pox 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

...  ...  ... 

.  — 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

_ 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  { 

Legitimate  ... 

— 

1 

under  1  year  ( 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

l 

Total 

72 

71 

Live  Births  ..  ...  { 

Legitimate  ... 

67 

68 

( 

Illegitimate  ... 

5 

3 

( 

Total 

6 

2 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  { 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

( 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

Population  ...  ,,,  ...  8.454 
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Newbury  Urban  District 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,612 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,710 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  4,263 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  £106,732 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £417 

The  chief  industries,  in  addition  to  the  usual  trades  of  a 
market  town,  are  engineering  and  the  manufacture  of  furniture. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

( Legitimate 

195 

96 

Births  J  T11 

(  Illegitimate 

10 

6 

Stillbirths 

12 

5 

Deaths 

192 

96 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  :  — 


F. 

99  ^  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
V  the  estimated  resident 
4  )  population  13.9 

(  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
7  l  and  stillbirths)  births  55 

C  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
96  •<  the  estimated  resident 
(  population  13. 1 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 


Puerperal  sepsis  ...  1  4.61 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  34 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  36 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  26 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928—1937:— 

Birth-rate  14.0  Death-rate  13.5  Infant  Mortality  44 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  any  of  the  following 
services  :  — 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals. 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres,  Ambulance  Facilities, 
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The  ambulance  facilities  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
district. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— In  addition  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  staff  consists  of  Mr.  Hague,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Nurses  Poulton  and  Waller,  who  com¬ 
bine  the  duties  of  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse. 

Nurse  Poulton  is  also  Child  Protection  Visitor  for  the 
purposes  of  Sections  206  and  220  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  All  three  are  whole-time  officers. 

Mr.  Hague  has  a  whole-time  clerk  and  general  assistant, 
and  the  Health  Visitors  have  the  part-time  services  of  another 
clerk. 


Mr.  Hague  holds  the  certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  sanitary  inspector  and  as  inspector  of  meat  and 
other  foods. 

Nurse  Poulton  holds  the  certificate  for  health  visitors  and 
school  nurses  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  also  the  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate,  issued  under  conditions  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board. 

Nurse  Waller  is  a  State  registered  nurse,  is  certified  by 
the  Central  Midwives’  Board  and  is  approved  as  a  Health 
Visitor  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Dr.  G.  A.  Simmons,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p,,  Newbury,  and 
Mr.  C.  B.  Baxter,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.,  m.c.o.g,,  Reading,  are  the 
part-time  medical  officers  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic  respectively;  and  Mr.  Baxter,  with  Dr.  G.  O. 
Lambert,  m.d.,  m.r.c.p.,  Reading,  have  been  appointed  as 
consultants  in  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and 
other  complications  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES.— Ten 
midwives,  none  of  whom  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority,  reside  and  practise  in  the  district. 
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The  ante-natal  clinic,  established  by  the  Local  Authority  in 
193.1,  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years. 

The  attendances  could  be  regarded  as  fairly  satisfactory, 
as  100  expectant  mothers,  a  number  equal  to  50  per  cent,  of 
the  total  births  (live  and  still)  notified  during  the  year,  made 
a  total  of  390  attendances. 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers  is  provided  at  the 
cost  of  the  Local  Authority,  but  the  provision  of  dentures  is 
not  included. 

From  1929,  the  services  of  either  of  two  specialists  have 
been  available,  at  the  cost  of  the  Local  Authority,  to  medical 
practitioners  for  consultation  in  cases  of  puerperal  infection  or 
other  complications  of  pregnancy  or  childbirth.  Three  con¬ 
sultations  under  this  scheme  were  held  in  1938. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  OR 
CHILDREN.— No  institution  has  been  provided  by  .the  Local 
Authority,  but  a  subsidy  is  paid  to  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  for  maternity  cases  admitted  to  that  institution. 
Children  in  need  of  institutional  treatment  are  frequently 
assisted  by  the  committee  of  the  Newbury  Relief  Fund,  a  vol¬ 
untary  body  which  does  a  great  deal  of  valuable  philanthropic 
work  in  the  town. 

HEALTH  VISITING. — During  the  year  the  Health  Visit¬ 
ors  paid  totals  of  79  visits  to  28  expectant  mothers,  883  visits 
to  239  infants  under  1  year  of  age  and  1955  visits  to  children 
between  1  and  5  years  old. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION  (under  Sections  206  and 
220  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936).— Nurse  Poulton  has  been 
appointed  Child  Protection  Visitor.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
15  persons  were  registered  as  receiving  a  total  of  18  children 
for  reward.  No  legal  action  with  respect  to  the  children  was 
found  necessary. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.— During  the  year,  infants 
under  1  year  of  age  made  L521  attendances  and  children  be¬ 
tween  1  and  5  years  made  653  attendances.  Of  the  former, 
133  and  of  the  latter,  72  attended  for  the  first  time.  The 
number  of  infants  who  attended  for  the  first  time  equalled  71 
per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births  to  mothers  belonging  to  the 
district  notified  during  the  year. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT.— An  orthopaedic  clinic 
in  connection  with  the  Wingfield-M orris  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Headington,  Oxford,  is  held  once  a  week  at  Greenham  House; 
and  patients  needing  hospital  treatment  are  referred  from  the 
clinic  to  the  parent  institution,  while  urgent  cases  are  admitted 
to  the  hospital  directly.  Both  hospital  and  clinic  are  voluntary 
institutions.  An  annual  grant  is  made  to  the  hospital  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  (under  Section  203  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936).  All  but  one  of  the  live  births, 
229  in  number,  registered  in  1938  as  having  taken  place  in  the 
district  had  been  notified,  but  in  2  cases  the  notifications  had 
not  been  posted  within  the  prescribed  36  hours  after  birth.  A 
total  of  14  stillbirths  also  were  notified. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — No  shortage  of  water,  from  either  public  or 
private  sources,  was  reported  during  the  year.  Beyond  the 
laying  of  a  new  6  inch  main,  to  provide  increased  pressure  of 
the  supply  to  houses  on  the  higher  levels  of  the  town,  and  the 
purchase  of  a  piece  of  land,  16^  acres  in  area,  adjoining  the 
Cold  Ash  pumping  station,  with  the  object  of  protection  of 
the  water  supply,  no  changes  in  the  public  supply  were  made. 

Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  from 
each  of  the  sources  of  the  public  supply  were  made  during 
the  year  and  gave  satisfactory  results,  as  in  all  cases  B.  Coli 
were  absent  from  100  c.c.  of  water.  The  water  from  all  the 
sources  is  now  chlorinated. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — Extensions  of  sewers 
to  newly  developed  areas  were  made,  but  no  other  important 
additions  or  alterations  were  carried  out. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — No  changes  in  the  system  of 
collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  were  made. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT:  — 


Mr.  Hague,  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
summary  of  the  year’s  work:  — 

has  supplied  the  following 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

980 

,,  Inspections  made 

... 

5.201 

,,  Complaints  received 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

14 

,,  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  ... 

324 

T  ,  •  j  f  Informal 

”  N°tlCeS  SerVed  1  Statutory 

•  •  •  •  •• 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

64 

3 

,,  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c.  ...  66 

,,  Drains  or  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  • — 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses  ...  1 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  9 

,,  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c.  ...  ...  — 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  2 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  88 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ... 


y  y 


Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  from  private  wells 


y  y 


Wells  closed 


y  y 


Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 


y  y 


New  wells  sunk 


Houses  connected  with  water  mains 


Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food 


y  y 


Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s 


Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 


~  t  i  i  I  No.  on  Register  . 

Common  Lodging-houses  (  AT  £  T  .• 

^  &  3  No.  of  Inspections 


Milkshops 


No.  on  Register 


Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 


Slaughter-houses 


y  y 


y  y 


Milkshops 


No.  of  Inspections 


Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 


>  > 


Slaughter-houses 


y  y 


y  y 


Piggeries 


y  y 


y  y 


io5 

36 

15 

2 


8 

1736 

3 


21 

5 

6* 

202 

28 

13*8 

49 


*  Exclusive  of  the  Local  Authority’s  abattoir 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises.  Inspections. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  167 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  196 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises)  ...  ...  4 


Number  of 
Written 
notices. 


3 

1 


1 


Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

O 

O 


O 


Total  367  5  O 


Particulars 


II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects 

Found  Remedied  Referred  to  Prosecu- 

H.M.  Inspector,  tions. 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i).  ...  3 

Overcrowding  (S.2).  ...  1 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  o 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ...  o 


Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 


insufficient 


Sanitary 

Conveniences, 

(s  .7) 


unsuitable  or 
defective 

not  separate 
for  sexes 


o 

o 

2 

o 


3  o 

1  o 

o  o 

o  o 


o  o 

o  o 


2  O 


O  O 


Other  Offences  ...  11  5  0 


0 

0 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


Total  17  11  o  o 
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III.  HOMEWORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Wearing  Apparel 

(Making,  etc.) 

Offences  in  connection  with  out¬ 
workers 


Lists  received  from  employers 
Lists.  Outworkers. 


I 


I 


Nil 


IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Number 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  88 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  98 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

187 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Other 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Nil 

3 

3 

1 

Nil 
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SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. — Twenty-one  shops  were  in¬ 
spected  under  those  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  which 
relate  to  ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary  conveniences. 
Defects  found  and  remedied,  as  the  result  of  informal  notices, 
consisted  of  want  of  heating  in  three  shops,  defective  water 
closet  for  one  shop  and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  for 
another  shop. 

The  Local  Authority  approved  the  issue  of  exemption 
certificates,  under  Section  10  of  the  Act,  in  the  case  of  two 
shops  where  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  accommodation 
could  not  be  provided  on  the  premises  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
stricted  space  and  where  accommodation  elsewhere  was  avail¬ 
able. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  taken 
with  respect  to  any  offices. 

CAMPING  SITES. — Three  sites,  each  occupied  by  one 
caravan  only,  were  used  for  camping  during  the  year,  and  the 
maximum  number  of  campers  at  any  one  time  was  nine. 

Licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  granted  to  the  owners  of  the  sites. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — Regular  observations  of  fact¬ 
ory  chimneys  were  made  and  on  most  occasions  no  excessive 
emission  of  smoke  was  evident.  Where  excess  of  smoke  was 
observed  the  occupiers  of  the  factories  were  interviewed  and 
appropriately  advised,  with  generally  satisfactory  results.  In 
one  case  the  installation  of  an  automatic  checking  control  on 
the  boiler  was  the  outcome  of  such  interview. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  swimming- 
bath  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  is  the  only  one  open  to  the 
public.  The  methods,  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  to  en¬ 
sure  the  cleanliness  of  the  water  have  been  continued,  and,  in 
addition,  algoid  growths  on  the  sides  of  the  bath,  which  had 
previously  given  trouble,  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  special 
methods. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— (1)  Three  Council 
houses  and  nineteen  other  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  bugs. 

(2)  In  all  cases  the  houses  were  sprayed  with  Zaldecide, 
a  proprietary  liquid  insecticide.  The  treatment  included 
spraying  of  the  false  roofs,  loosening  or  removal  of  archi¬ 
traves,  skirtings,  mouldings,  &c.,  before  spraying  behind  them, 
and  spraying  of  all  bedding  and  bedsteads. 

(3)  Wherever  bugs  were  found  or  suspected  the  belongings 
of  tenants  were  sprayed  with  Zaldecide  before  removal  to 
Council  houses.  The  Housing  Committee  have  made  it  a  con¬ 
dition  of  approval  of  tenancy  that  permission  for  such  action 
to  be  taken,  if  required,  shall  be  given  by  the  tenant. 

(4)  In  all  cases  the  work  of  disinfestation  has  been  carried 
out  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Local  Authority. 

(5)  Instruction  of  tenants  and  continued  supervision  has 
been  successful  in  preventing  re-infestation  in  most  cases. 

SCHOOLS. — The  only  defects  found  during  inspection  of 
the  schools  were  of  minor  character  and  were  remedied  in  all 
cases.  All  schools  are  connected  with  the  main  water  supply 
and  are  provided  with  water  closets  and  drainage  connected 
with  the  sewers. 


HOUSING. 

A  total  of  120  houses,  of  which  117  are  working-class 
dwellings,  were  erected  during  the  year.  No  houses  were 
built  by  the  Local  Authority. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts) 


f  •  • 


291 


no 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  768 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  79 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  79 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  16 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  A  ct ,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  7 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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b. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts :  — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  52 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  60 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act ,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  houses  represented  for  demolition  and 

afterwards  rendered  fit  for  habitation  without  the 
making  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:—  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.- — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  7 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  io 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  n 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  74 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  three  cases  of  recurrence  of  overcrowding  were  due 
to  the  return  home  of  adult  members  of  the  families  who  had 
been  sleeping  away.  Overcrowding  was  again  abated  in  all 
three  houses :  in  two  of  them  by  resumption  of  the  sleeping 
out  arrangements  and  in  the  third,  a  Council  house,  by  trans¬ 
ference  of  the  family  to  a  larger  Council  house. 

During  the  year,  a  re-survey  of  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
total  working-class  dwellings  was  made  with  the  object  of  de¬ 
tecting  cases  of  overcrowding  which  might  have  arisen  since 
the  original  survey  of  1936. 

These  houses  were  not  situated  in  any  particular  localities, 
but  were  selected  on  definite  principles  and  mainly  consisted 
of  those  shown  by  the  original  records  to  be  occupied  to  the 
fullest,  or  nearly  the  fullest,  permissible  extent;  those  in  which 
changes  of  tenancy  were  shown  by  comparison  with  the  voters’ 
lists  to  have  taken  place;  and  those  occupied  by  the  out-going 
tenants  of  the  houses  in  the  preceding  category,  when  removal 
had  been  made  to  other  houses  in  Newbury. 

The  results  were  very  satisfactory  in  that  they  showed  no 
fresh  case  of  overcrowding,  a  notable  decrease  in  the  number 
of  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family,  and  marked  in¬ 
clination,  in  cases  of  removal,  towards  better  and  more  com¬ 
modious  dwellings. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — The  number  of  registered  cowkeepers 
remains  at  five,  three  of  whom  are  in  a  small  way  of  business 
while  the  other  two  carry  on  a  larger  trade. 

One  of  the  larger  dairy  farms  is  licensed  for  the  production 
of  tuberculin  tested  milk. 


The  retail  purveyors  of  milk  now  on  the  register  are  40 
in  number. 

During  the  year,  28  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  cow¬ 
sheds  and  202  to  dairies  and  milkshops.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
notes  that  “Improvements  in  equipment  took  place  in  a  number 
of  dairies  whilst  generally  the  premises  themselves  were  kept 
in  a  reasonably  good  condition  as  regards  both  structure  and 
cleanliness.  In  comparison  with  previous  years  a  noticeable 
general  improvement  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  handling, 
cleanliness  and  distribution.  The  use  of  the  hand-can  is  getting 
less  and  bottles  are  being  increasingly  used  as  a  substitute  to 
the  general  advantage.” 


Licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  granted  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  ten  applicants.  The  licences  were  for  tuberculin 
tested  milk  in  5  cases,  for  accredited  milk  in  4  cases,  and  for 
pasteurised  milk  in  1  case.  I11  addition,  a  licence  authorising 
the  pasteurisation  of  milk  was  granted  to  one  firm. 


Twenty-four  samples  of  milk  pasteurised  in  the  town  were 
submitted  to  examination  for  bacterial  content  and  efficiency 
of  the  heating  process.  Of  these  22  gave  entirely  satisfactory 
results,  and  the  remaining  two,  though  complying  with  the 
phosphatase  test  of  efficient  heating,  contained  total  numbers 
of  bacteria  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  standard,  viz. — 147,000 
and  104,000  bacteria  per  millilitre,  as  against  the  standard  mini¬ 
mum  of  100,000  per  millilitre. 


NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


114 

The  cause  of  the  excess  of  bacteria  was  attributed  to  in¬ 
adequate  cleansing  of  parts  of  the  pasteurising  plant  and  there 
was  no  recurrence  after  attention  had  been  paid  to  this  matter. 

Two  other  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  sold  within  the 
town,  but  pasteurised  elsewhere,  were  submitted  to  examin¬ 
ation  and  found  to  comply  with  the  standard. 

A  total  of  52  samples  of  milk,  including  pasteurised  milk, 
other  designated  milk,  and  un designated  milk,  were  submitted 
to  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  a  positive 
result  was  given  by  one  sample  only.  This  was  a  sample  of 
undesignated  milk  produced  in  a  neighbouring  district  and  re¬ 
tailed  within  the  town.  The  result  was  reported  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  and  consequent  investigations  by  veterinary 
surgeons  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  failed  to 
reveal  any  cow  with  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis,  while  further 
samples  of  the  milk  gave  negative  results.  Disposal  of  a  cow, 
or  cows,  between  the  taking  of  the  original  sample  and  the 
veterinary  investigations,  though  denied,  was  the  probable 
explanation  of  the  failure  to  trace  the  source  of  tuberculous  in¬ 
fection  of  the  milk. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.— The  slaughter-houses 
consist  of  4  registered  and  2  licensed  premises,  together  with 
the  4  slaughter-houses  which  comprise  the  Local  Authority’s 
abattoir. 

A  total  of  1,318  visits  were  paid  to  the  slaughter-houses 
and  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  totalled  35,004,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  about  21  per  cent  over  the  previous  year’s  record 
total. 

The  following  table,  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
shows  the  different  classes  of  animals  inspected  and  the 
results  of  inspection  :  — 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 

Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

not 

known 

Number  inspected 

1,154 

389 

6,623 

8,779 

18,059 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

7 

9 

2 

10 

38 

65 

— 

21 

212 

329 

18-50 

0-15 

0-26 

1-23 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

9 

51 

7 

— 

46 

27 

77 

— 

— 

1,156 

312 

32-9 

0-10 

— 

6*66 

In  order  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  the  records,  details 
of  the  articles  condemned  and  the  reasons  for  condemnation 
are  given  as  in  former  years  and  are  as  follows:  — 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


OXEN.  Type. 

60  carcases  and  organs  Generalised. 

38  sets  of  lungs  Localised. 

33  livers 

2  plucks  „ 

7  heads  „ 

2  mesentries 
1,494  lbs.  of  beef 


n6 


NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


PIGS. 

46  carcases  and  organs 

16  sets  of  lungs 

14  livers 

36  plucks 

955  heads 

256  mesentries 

100  lbs.  of  pork 


Type. 

Generalised. 

Localised. 


y  y 


CALVES. 

7  carcases  and  organs 


Generalised. 


OTHER  DISEASES  OR  CONDITIONS. 


4  sets  of  ox  lungs 
30  ox  livers 
267  lbs.  of  beef 
1  pig  and  organs 
6  pigs’  livers 
3  pigs’  heads 
1  set  of  sheep’s  lungs 
1  sheep’s  liver 
1  sheep’s  pluck 
1  ox  and  organs 
18  sets  of  ox  lungs 
16  ox  plucks 
3  pigs  and  organs 
68  sets  of  pigs’  lungs 
27  pig's’  plucks 


Diseases,  etc. 

Abscesses. 


Multiple  abscesses. 

Abscesses. 


Abscesses. 

Generalised  Inflammation 
Inflammation. 

y } 

Generalised  Inflammation 
Inflammation. 

}  > 
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OTHER  DISEASES  OR  CONDITIONS. 


i  sheep  and  organs 

Diseases,  etc. 

Generalised  Inflammation. 

3  calves  and  organs 

>  >  >  > 

I  ox  and  organs 

Bruising  and  injuries. 

80  lbs.  of  beef 

> >  > >  >> 

12  lbs.  of  pork 

)  )  }  7  }  ) 

21  ox  livers 

Cirrhosis. 

74  pigs’  livers 

>  ? 

ii  sheeps’  livers 

?  a 

4  ox  livers 

Fatty  degeneration  or  infiltration 

IS  pigs’  livers 

5  )  7  >  >5  >  ) 

2  ox  heads 

Actinomycosis. 

3  pigs  and  organs 

Stuck  at  point  of  death. 

i  sheep  and  organs 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

2  calves  and  organs 

9  9  9  9 

3  calves  and  organs 

Immature . 

3  pigs  and  organs 

Uraemia. 

i  calf  and  organs 

>  ? 

5  sheeps’  plucks 

Psuedo-tuberculosis. 

i  sheep’s  liver 

2  sets  of  ox  lungs 

Congestion. 

6  sets  of  pigs’  lungs 

8  ox  livers 

Necrosis. 

i/  pigs’  livers 

9  9 

5  oxen  and  organs 

Emaciation. 

1 18 


NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


181  lbs.  of  beef 


Bone  taint. 


98  lbs.  of  beef 
170  lbs.  of  beef 


Bruising. 


Staining. 


10  lbs.  of  lambs’  livers 


Decomposed. 


1  boiled  ham  (weight  10  lbs. 2  ozs.)  Blown  tin. 

3  tins  corned  beef.  „  ,, 

Inspections  of  shops  and  other  premises  in  which  food 
other  than  meat  was  sold,  stored  or  prepared  for  sale  were 
made  from  time  to  time.  The  following  articles  were  found 
to  be  in  a  decomposed  state  and  were  condemned  :  — 18  cases 
of  Tangerine  oranges,  6  boxes  of  tomatoes,  19  cases  of 
oranges,  32  cases  of  peaches  and  6  dozen  jars  of  horseradish 
cream. 

All  meat  and  other  articles  of  food  which  were  condemned 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  were  destroyed  under  super¬ 
vision. 

No  serious  breaches  of  the  byelaws  with  respect  to  slaugh¬ 
ter-houses  were  found  and  no  legal  action  was  taken. 

The  24  bakehouses  in  regular  use  received  173  visits  of 
inspection.  Beyond  three  instances  in  which  cleansing  of  walls 
and  ceilings  had  been  delayed,  no  serious  defects  were  found. 
The  necessary  cleansing  was  carried  out  in  consequence  of 
informal  action. 
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ADULTERATION,  ETC— The  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  the  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929,  the 
Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927, 
the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927, 
and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regula¬ 


tions,  1925  to  1927:  — 


No.  of  samples 
taken  for 
analysis. 


Milk  42 

Tinned  corned  beef  1 

Mustard  2 

Skimmed  condensed 
milk,  sweetened  1 

Cream  2 

Pepper  2 

Margarine  1 

Tea  4 

Extract  of  coffee 

and  chicory  1 

Spirituous  Iodine  1 

57 


No.  of  samples 
found 

adulterated. 

No.  of 

prosecutions. 

r 

No.  of 
convictions. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

» 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMIN¬ 
ATION  OF  FOOD. — Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  and  allied  legislation  are 
examined  at  the  laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Health,  the  Chief  Chemist  of  which  Institute  has  been  appoint¬ 
ed  Public  Analyst  to  the  district.  Examinations  of  samples  of 
milk  for  bacterial  content  and  for  tubercle  bacilli  are  carried 
out  at  the  National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  of  the 
University  of  Reading.  Examinations  for  tubercle  bacilli 
include  animal  inoculation. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

86 

30 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

1 

1 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

6  (al  1  forms 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

■ — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

In  the  single  notified  case  of  Diphtheria  infection  was  pro¬ 
bably  acquired  in  Reading,  where  the  patient  worked  and 
where  a  few  other  cases  of  the  disease  arose  at  about  the  same 
time. 

Diphtheria  immunisation,  which  was  instituted  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  May,  1936,  has  been  continued  ever  since.  During 
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1938,  t34  children  of  school  age  and  63  children  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  5  years  completed  the  course  of  inoculations, 
making  totals  of  791  of  the  former  class  and  176  of  the  latter 
dealt  with  at  the  centres  during  the  2^  years.  The  totals  are 
disappointing,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  younger  children, 
and  efforts  to  increase  the  numbers  of  the  latter  by  addresses 
to  mothers  have  been  made  during  the  past  two  years. 

In  all  cases  T.A.F.  (Toxoid  Antitoxin  Floccules)  is  the 
immunising  agent  used. 

Scarlet  fever  consisted  of  30  primary  cases  and  6  cases 
secondary  to  previous  cases  in  the  same  household.  Of  the 
primary  cases,  18  were  children  in  attendance  at  school.  Five 
different  schools  were  involved,  and  St.  John’s,  with  9  primary 
cases  spread  over  several  months,  was  the  only  one  in  which 
school  attendance  appeared  to  favour  spread  of  the  disease. 
The  cases  were  mainly  of  extremely  mild  type,  and  six  of  the 
affected  children  remained  in  attendance  at  school  a  whole  day 
after  the  onset  of  illness. 

The  case  of  Enteric  was  notified  from  Newbury  District 
Hospital,  to  which  the  patient,  a  child,  had  been  admitted  from 
his  home  in  Hampshire  while  suffering  from  the  disease. 

Both  of  the  notified  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered 
completely  ;  but  one  woman  died  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  without 
any  notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  having  been  made. 

The  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  of  comparatively  mild 
character  and  slight  weakness  of  the  muscles  of  one  shoulder 
was  the  only  residual  disability. 

The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Newbury  Isola- 


tion  Hospital  during  the 

year : — 

District.  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Measles, 

Newbury  Urban 

1 

30 

I 

Newbury  Rural 

3 

5 

0 

Kingsclere  Rural  (Hants) 

0 

1 

0 

4 


36 


1 
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The  case  of  Measles  was  a  young  child  who  was  admitted 
to  a  cubicle  ward  with  laryngeal  complications  and  died  of  the 
disease. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS.— In  January,  1938,  a 
report  upon  Circular  1621  (Prevention  of  Blindness)  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  was  submitted  to  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  re¬ 
commendations  made  to  the  Committee  as  desirable  to  suppU- 
ment  preventive  measures  already  undertaken  were  the 
provision  of  hospital  treatment  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum; 
the  admission  of  children  under  school  age  to  the  School  Eye 
Clinic  and,  for  external  eye  conditions,  to  the  Minor  Ailments 
School  Clinic;  investigation  of  the  practicability  of  making  an 
examination  of  the  visual  conditions  of  children  as  soon  as 
possible  after  their  entry  into  school;  arrangements  for  the 
treatment  in  hospitals  or  special  hospital  schools  of  cases  of 
severe  disease  of  the  eyes  in  schoolchildren ;  continued  ophthal¬ 
mic  supervision  of  children  with  defective  eyesight,  particularly 
those  with  high  or  progressive  myopia,  through  the  period  of 
adolescence;  arrangements  whereby  the  medical  officer  of  an 
isolation  hospital  should  be  authorised  to  call  in  an  ophthalmo¬ 
logist  in  the  event  of  any  patient  requiring  specialist  advice  or 
treatment;  and  measures  to  reduce  the  risk  of  accidental  injury 
to  the  eyes  of  employees  engaged  in  hazardous  work. 

These  additional  measures  were  regarded  by  the  Committee 
as  desirable,  and  steps  to  put  them  into  effect  were  taken — all 
such  measures  as  concerned  other  committees  beinu  referred 
to  those  committees. 

Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  impossible  to  reserve  beds 
for  the  treatment  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  as  the  only  two 
hospitals  which  contain  ophthalmic  wards  and  which  are  situat¬ 
ed  within  reasonable  distance  had  insufficient  accommodation 
to  justify  reservation  of  beds,  but  one  of  them,  the  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital,  is  prepared  to  admit  any  urgent  case  of 
the  disease  if  accommodation  can  be  found  at  the  time. 
Arrangements  to  put  all  the  other  recommended  measures 
into  effect  have  been  made. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory . 


All  the  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Influenza  was  pre¬ 
valent,  chiefly  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  four  deaths 
were  attributed  to  this  disease.  The  epidemic  of  Measles 
which  began  in  the  previous  autumn  continued  during  the  early 
part  of  1939  and  was  responsible  for  one  death.  No  other  note¬ 
worthy  causes  of  sickness,  apart  from  notifiable  disease,  were 
evident. 

No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease,  nor 
was  the  attendance  at  any  school  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent, 
of  the  average. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC. — The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  also  the  cost  of  all 
bacteriological  examinations  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  health.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  from  my  office, 
and  during  the  year  2  ampoules  (8,000  units  each)  were  issued. 

Bacteriological  specimens,  including  those  sent  from  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  consisted  of  29  swabs  examined  for 
Diphtheria  Bacilli,  with  positive  results  in  1  case. 
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In  addition,  a  sample  of  tinned  prawns,  which  had  been 
suspected  of  having  caused  food  poisoning  of  one  person,  was 
subjected  to  bacteriological  examination  and  none  of  the  organ¬ 
isms  associated  with  food  poisoning  could  be  found. 

The  majority  of  these  specimens  were  examined  in  the 
laboratories  of  the  Clinical  Research  Association;  the  remain¬ 
der  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

... 

... 

... 

96 

96 

1 

'Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

o 

Measles 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

__ . 

1 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

_ 

4 

Whooping  cough 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

- 

_____ 

5 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

_ 

_____ 

6 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

_ 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

,  •  • 

_ 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

_ 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

»  •  ♦ 

11 

15 

14 

Diabetes 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

•  •  • 

6 

8 

16 

Heart  disease 

•  •  • 

21 

18 

17 

Aneurysm 

•  •  • 

it* 

_____ 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

18 

23 

19 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

3 

1 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

... 

.  •  . 

3 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

•  •  • 

_ 

24 

Appendicitis 

•  •  • 

_____ 

_ 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

l 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

•  •  • 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

- 

1 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

_ 

_ 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations, 

etc.  ... 

4 

2 

32 

Senility 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

33 

Suicide 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

34 

Other  violence  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

,  . 

•  •  • 

9 

2 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

2 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small -pox 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

•  .  • 

•  •  . 

,  ,  , 

-- 

_ 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

... 

... 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

•  ♦> 

5 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  { 

Legitimate 

«  •  • 

... 

5 

2 

under  1  year  ( 

Illegitimate 

... 

... 

— 

Total 

102 

103 

Live  Births  ...  ...  < 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

96 

99 

Illegitimate 

••• 

... 

6 

4 

Total 

... 

5 

7 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

3 

7 

! 

Illegitimate 

... 

... 

2 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,710 
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Newbury  Rural  District 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,660 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,700 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  3,569 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  £-75,557 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £294 

The  district  is  mainly  agricultural  and  residential  in 
character,  but  there  are  mills  near  Thatcham  at  which  paper, 
flooring  and  roofing  material,  cardboard  boxes  and  other  con¬ 
tainers  are  manufactured,  and  at  which  about  1,000  hands  are 
normally  employed. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M.  F. 


Live 

Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Stillbirths 


154 

5 

5 


Deaths  ...  126 


78  76  )  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
>-  the  estimated  resident 
4  1  )  population  13.6 

S  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
3  l  and  stillbirths)  births  30 

(  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
67  59  ^  the  estimated  resident 

(  population  10.8 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 


Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  2  12.19 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  25 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  19 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  200 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  16 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  - — 

Birth-rate  13.4  Death-rate  12. 1  Infant  Mortality  42 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  any  of  the 
following  services:  — 


Nursing  in  the  Home.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals. 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Ambulance  Facilities. 
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The  needs  of  the  district  are  adequately  met  by  ambulances 
stationed  in  the  town  of  Newbury.  The  farthest  points  from 
the  ambulance  stations  are  little  m,ore  than  10  miles.  Full 
home  nursing  services  are  provided  for  the  whole  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  by  associations  affiliated  with  the  County  Nursing  Associ¬ 
ation. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTH¬ 
ORITY. — The  staff  consists  of  a  sanitary  inspector  and  a  clerk, 
both  whole-time  officers.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hamp¬ 
shire,  is  also  inspector  of  new  buildings  and  architect  to  the 
Local  Authority’s  housing  schemes.  He  holds  the  sanitary 
inspectors’  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  is 
also  qualified  as  a  surveyor. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — No  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during 
the  year.  No  changes  in  public  water  supplies  were  made,  but 
steps  were  taken  to  provide  public  supplies  for  the  village  of 
Leckhampstead  and  the  ham  lot  of  Wickham,  where  shortage  of 
water  had  been  experienced  in  past  years.  For  the  former, 
connection  with  the  public  supply  of  Brightwalton  and  Chaddle- 
worth,  in  Wantage  Rural  District,  was  arranged  by  agreement 
between  the  two  authorities;  the  work  was  put  in  hand  and  is 
expected  to  be  completed  by  about  the  middle  of  1939.  For 
the  latter,  arrangements  for  extension  of  the  mains  of  the 
Lambourn  Valley  Water  Supply  of  Hungerford  Rural  District 
Council  have  been  made. 

A  public  supply  for  the  parish  of  Brimpton,  where  the  well 
water  is  at  times  scanty  and  of  poor  quality,  by  extension  of 
mains  of  the  Mid-Wessex  Water  Company  which  lie  in  the 
neighbouring  Rural  District  of  Bradfield,is  under  consideration. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — No  changes  in  sewer¬ 
age  or  systems  of  sewage  disposal  were  made,  but  further  steps 
were  taken  towards  extension  of  sewers  in  the  village  of 
Thatcham,  in  order  to  meet  new  building  development,  and  for 
the  provision  of  a  more  satisfactory  system  of  sewage  disposal 
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in  place  of  the  present  works  which  are  greatly  overtaxed 
The  approved  scheme  includes  abandonment  of  the  present  dis¬ 
posal  works  and  discharge  of  all  sewage  to  the  disposal  works 
of  Newbury  Urban  District,  which  are  situated  near  the  village 
of  Thatcham.  A  provisional  agreement  between  the  two 
local  authorities  and  application  for  sanction  to  the  necessary 
loan  were  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — No  changes  in  the  system  of 
collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  were  made. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT:  — 
The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hampshire,  has  supplied  the  foll¬ 
owing  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year :  — 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  ...  ...  433 

,,  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1107 

,,  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  32 


,,  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  ... 

I  Informal 


,,  Notices  served 


1  Statutory 


,,  Prosecutions 


57 

31 


No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated— 


As  to  Privies,  W.C.'s,  Sink  wastes,  &c. 
,,  Drains  or  Cesspools 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals  ... 


Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses 
Deficient  or  impure  water 
Unclean  houses 

Polluted  ditches,  streams,  & c. 

Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 
Other  defects  or  nuisances 


10 

7 

8 

4 

3 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  16 

,,  Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  2 

,,  New  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  109 

,,  Water  certificates  granted  ...  ...  25 

,,  Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  — 

,,  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  6 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  — 

n  t  1  ,  1  No.  on  Register  ...  • — 

Common  Lodging-houses  (  AT  r  T  ,• 

&  &  )  No.  of  Inspections  — 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register  ...  2 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,,  ,,  ...  120 

Slaughter-houses  ,,  ,,  ...  7 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections  20 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,,  ,,  ...  217 

Slaughter-houses  ,,  ,,  ...  104 


Piggeries 


6 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises.  Inspections. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  15 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  46 


Number  of 

Written  Prosecu- 

notiees.  tions. 


O  O 


O  O 


Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 


premises) 

3 

0 

0 

Total  64 

0 

0 

II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects 

F< 

mud 

Remedied 

Referred  to 

’rosecu 

Particulars 

H.M.  Inspector. 

tions. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i). 

16 

l6 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S .3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or 

Conveniences' 

defective 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(S  7) 

not  separate 

(  for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16  o  o 


Total  16 
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III.  HOMEWORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Number 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  16 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  46 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

64 


V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  Nil 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. — No  action  was  found  necessary 
under  those  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  which  relate  to 
ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences,  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  respectively. 
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CAMPING  SITES. — No  camping  sites  under  such  con¬ 
ditions  as  require  licences  by  the  Local  Authority  were  in  use 
during  the  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — No  action  was  found  to  be 
necessary.  Very  marked  improvement  was  evident  in  factories 
where  excessive  smoke  had  been  observed  in  previous  years. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  district  con¬ 
tains  one  swimming  bath  and  one  swimming  pool  open  to  the 
public.  The  former,  which  is  privately  owned,  is  70  feet  by 
40  feet  in  area  with  a  depth  ranging  from  4  to  7  feet.  Water 
is  derived  from  the  Newbury  Urban  District  mains,  and  is  re¬ 
used  to  some  extent,  the  effluent  from  the  bath  being  strained, 
filtered,  chlorinated  and  aerated  before  being  returned  to  the 
bath.  Inspections  made  on  several  occasions  during  the  bath¬ 
ing  season  showed  the  purification  plant  to  be  working  satis¬ 
factorily.  The  latter  is  in  the  river  Kennet,  which  at  this  spot 
has  been  widened  to  form  a  pool.  The  flow  of  the  river  is 
unrestricted. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— No  cases  of  infesta¬ 
tion  with  bugs  were  discovered  and  no  action  was  taken. 
Owing  to  the  rarity  of  infestation  in  the  district,  no  routine 
methods  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  tenants  are  free 
from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses  are  employed. 

SCHOOLS. — All  the  elementary  schools  were  inspected 
during  the  year.  The  chief  defect  found  was  the  poor  state 
of  the  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds,  which  need  attention  in 
many  of  the  schools. 

In  seven  of  the  schools  the  water  supply  is  obtained  from 
wells  and  in  four  instances  the  water  is  of  a  poor  quality. 
Analyses  of  the  well  water  supplying  two  of  the  schools  were 
made  during  the  year.  In  each  case  the  water  was  found  to 
oe  unfit  foi  drinking.  In  one  instance  (Enborne)  the  premises 
were  connected  to  the  Newbury  Corporation  mains.  In  the 
otbei  (Biimpton)  the  well  was  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  a 
quantity  of  washed,  cleaned  gravel  put  in  the  bottom. 
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HOUSING. 

A  total  of  1 12  houses,  of  which  106  are  working-class 
dwellings,  were  erected  during  the  year.  None  of  the  latter 
was  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Grants  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  were 
made  during  the  year  towards  the  reconditioning  of  6  houses 
and  amounted  to  a  total  of  £390. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  139 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  204 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  34 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  34 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

2. - — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers 


23 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 


year  :  — 


a.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act ,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  •••  •••  Nil 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: —  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act ,  1936 :  — 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

4.— Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  21 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  7 
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(d).- — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — No  legal  action  was  found  necessary 
during  the  year. 

As  the  result  of  informal  measures  and  advice,  improved 
lighting  and  ventilation  were  provided  in  three  cowsheds. 

At  the  beginning  of  1939,  6  dairy  farms  were  licensed  for 
the  production  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  35  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  accredited  milk. 

Supplementary  licences  to  retail  tuberculin  tested  milk  were 
granted  by  the  Local  Authority  to  two  dealers  in  1938. 

No  samples  of  designated  milk  were  submitted  to  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  but  12  samples  uf  undesignated  milk  re¬ 
tailed  within  the  district  were  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli 
and  a  positive  result  was  given  by  one  sample.  This  result  was 
reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  consequent  action 
taken  by  veterinary  surgeons  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  resulted  in  the  discovery  and  slaughter  of  one  cow 
with  advanced  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  while  subsequent 
samples  from  the  remaining  cows  in  the  herd  gave  negative 
results. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — No  legal  action  with 
respect  to  meat  or  other  foods  was  taken  during  the  year. 

The  use  of  one  slaughter-house  was  discontinued,  leaving 
5  licensed  slaughter-houses  and  1  licensed  knacker’s  yard. 
Only  two  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  in  regular  use,  and  in 
these  slaughtering  is  on  a  comparatively  small  scale;  the  re¬ 
maining  three  are  in  occasional  use  only.  All  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  adapted  buildings  not  originally  constructed  for  the 
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purpose  and  their  structure  renders  them  more  difficult  to  keep 
clean  than  a  specially  designed  building.  Informal  notices  to 
cleanse  and  limewash  at  regular  intervals  were  served  and 
obeyed. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  carcases  inspected 
during  the  year  :  — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

including 

Cows* 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

not  known 

Number  inspected 

8 

4 

4 

32 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

~ 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  No  separate  records  for  cows  and  other  cattle  have  been  kept. 


No  article  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption  were 
found  during  inspections  of  shops  or  other  premises  in  which 
food  is  sold,  stored  or  prepared  for  sale. 

The  13  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  visited  regularly 
and,  apart  from  insufficiently  frequent  limewashing  in  a  few 
instances,  no  defects  of  management  were  found. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

_ 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  1 

0 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

1 

1* 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

10 

— 

9  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

*  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 


The  three  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  members  of 
one  family.  The  serious  nature  of  the  illness  of  the  first  case, 
a  young  child,  was  not  suspected  and  a  doctor  was  not  called 
in  until  a  week  after  the  onset,  by  which  time  a  second  child 
was  attacked,  while  the  mother  also  became  infected  a  few  days 
later.  The  first  patient  died  of  the  disease.  The  source  of 
infection  was  not  proved,  but  a  visitor,  who  had  recently  had 
a  sore  throat  and  had  come  from  another  county,  was  suspect¬ 
ed.  This  visitor  had  left  the  house  three  days  before  the  onset 
of  the  first  case  and  ten  days  before  the  receipt  of  notification, 
and  some  difficulty  in  tracing  her  was  met,  so  that  it  was  not 
until  nearly  three  weeks  after  her  departure  that  arrangements 
for  swabs  to  be  taken  could  be  made.  These  swabs  gave  nega¬ 
tive  results,  which,  at  so  late  a  date,  could  not  be  regarded  as 
ruling  out  the  possibility  of  her  illness  having  been  Diphtheria. 

The  case  notified  as  Enteric  Fever  was  of  unusual  char¬ 
acter.  the  initial  symptoms  were  consistent  with  the  disease 
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and  a  blood  test  early  in  the  illness  gave  a  positive  Widal  red¬ 
action  to  B.  Typhosus  H.  in  a  dilution  of  1/125.  The  patient, 
however,  rapidly  recovered  and  subsequent  Widal  tests  gave 
negative  results,  which  circumstances  led  to  revision  of  the 
diagnosis. 


The  case  of  Dysentery  was  an  instance  of  the  Sonne  type 
of  the  disease.  The  patient  was  a  boarder  at  a  large  girls’ 
school,  and  on  the  fourth  and  third  days  before  the  onset  of 
illness  she  had  been  taken  out  by  her  parents  and  had  partaken 
of  meals  at  a  hotel  in  a  neighbouring  town.  Exhaustive  in¬ 
vestigations  at  this  hotel  failed  to  reveal  any  possible  source  of 
infection,  but,  as  no  other  case  arose  in  the  school,  the  proba¬ 
bilities  are  that  infection  was  acquired  during  her  absence  with 
her  parents.  She  was  taken  home  by  her  parents  in  their  car, 
under  suitable  precautions  to  avoid  spread  of  infection. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Nkw  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  N on-Respiratory . 


The  three  fatal  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  the 


fatal  case  of  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  had  been  duly  noti¬ 
fied. 
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OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Measles,  which 
broke  out  in  the  previous  autumn,  continued  to  spread  during 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  but  caused  no  death,  and 
minor  infectious  diseases,  such  as  Mumps  and  Chickenpox, 
were  prevalent  in  some  localities. 

No  school  was  closed  for  illness  during  the  year,  but  at 
the  1  olio  wing  schools  the  attendance  was  reduced  to  below 
60  per  cent,  of  the  average  by  the  diseases  and  during  the  per¬ 
iods  stated  :  — 

Woolhampton  C.  of  E.  Measles.  3  weeks  in  April, 

lhatcham  C.  of  E.  Infants  Chickenpox.  2  ,,  May 

and  June. 

Shaw-cum-Donnington  Parochial  ,,  1  week  in  Dec. 

LABORATORY  WORK. — The  Local  Authority  have 
undertaken  to  pay  for  all  bacteriological  examinations  required 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  health,  with  a  reservation  that 
the  cost  of  mass  swabbing  in  a  local  hospital,  to  which  patients 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  shall  be  borne  by  the 
hospital. 

Bacteriological  examinations  at  the  cost  of  the  Local 
Authority  consisted  during  the  year  of  29  swabs  examined  for 
Diphtheria  Bacilli,  with  1  positive  and  28  negative  results. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  made  by  the  County  Analyst; 
bacteriological  examinations  of  water  and  of  clinical  specimens 
are  conducted  at  the  laboratories  of  either  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  or  the  Clinical  Research  Association;  examinations 
of  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  are  made  at  the 
National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  of  Reading  Univer¬ 
sity  and  include  animal  inoculation. 

The  Local  Authority  have  also  undertaken  to  bear  the  cost 
of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  which  is  supplied  from  my  office. 
During  the  year  1  ampoule  (8,000  units)  was  issued. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

... 

... 

67 

59 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

... 

— 

_ _ 

2 

Measles 

...  ... 

... 

— 

_ 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

...  ... 

— 

_ _ 

4 

Whooping  cough 

...  ... 

... 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

...  ... 

— 

1 

6 

Inliuenza 

...  ... 

— 

_ 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

... 

— 

- 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

...  ... 

... 

— 

_ 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  resniratory  system 

... 

1 

2 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

... 

... 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

...  •  • 

... 

— 

_ 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 

tabes  dorsalis  ... 

— = 

_ 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

...  ... 

9 

7 

14 

Diabetes 

•  .  .  •  .  * 

2 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  .  . 

...  .  • 

4 

3 

16 

Heart  disease 

... 

11 

14 

17 

Aneurysm 

... 

«= — » 

1 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

• . *  ... 

9 

11 

19 

Bronchitis 

...  ... 

3 

2 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

4 

5 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

...  ... 

— 

1 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

...  ... 

3 

_ 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

...  ... 

— 

_ 

24 

Appendicitis 

...  ... 

— 

_ 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

_____ 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

_ 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

... 

3 

___ 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

...  ... 

1 

1 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

...  ... 

— 

, 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

2 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations. 

etc.  ... 

3 

_ 

32 

Senility 

_ 

2 

33 

Suicide 

3 

34 

Other  violence  ... 

3 

1 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

7 

4 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

... 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 

ibove) 

Small-pox 

... 

-  -  - 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

...  ... 

____ 

_____ 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  *  ... 

... 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

3 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  4 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

under  1  year  ( 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

82 

77 

Live  Births  ...  ...  / 

Legitimate  ... 

78 

76 

[ 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

4 

l 

l 

Total 

2 

3 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ' 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

{ 

Illegitimate  ... 

i 

~ 

— 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,700 
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Wallingford  Urban  District. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  760 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,068 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  866 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  £20,389 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £80 

The  usual  trades  of  a  market  town  are  carried  on;  and, 
excepting  for  a  foundry  at  which  agricultural  implements  are 
manufactured,  there  is  no  manufacturing  industry  of  import¬ 
ance  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  public  health. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M.  F. 


Live 

Births 


Legitimate 


illegitimate 


Stillbirths 


26  17  9 
3  2  1 
000 


Deaths  ...  44  21  23 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  9.4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  stillbirths)  birthsNil 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  14.3 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 

Birth-rate  11.4  Death-rate  13.3  Infant  Mortality  27 


69 

38 

333 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  any  of  the 
following  services:  — 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals. 
Ambulance  Facilities.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 
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1  he  ambulance  facilities  provided  are  adequate  to  the  needs 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  sanitary  staff  con¬ 
sists,  in  addition  to  the  medical  officer  of  health,  of  a  sanitary 
inspector,  a  meat  inspector,  and  a  clerk,  who  also  acts  as 
general  assistant. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Flooks,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  also  Surveyor 
and  gives  his  whole  time  to  his  public  duties.  He  holds  the 
sanitary  inspector's  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

The  Meat  Inspector,  Mr.  T.  C.  M.  Hunt,  m.r.c.v.s.,  is 
a  part-time  officer,  who  was  re-appointed  to  the  post  from  June 
1st,  1930. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — Although  shortage  of  the  public  water  supply 
was  expected  during  the  autumn,  in  consequenec  of  deficient 
rainfall  in  the  previous  winter  and  spring,  the  supply  was  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year.  Beyond  a  short  extension  of 
main,  no  changes  were  made,  but  further  steps  towards  the 
provision  of  a  supplementary  source  of  supply  were  taken  and 
a  trial  boring  was  sunk  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Chlorination  of  the  public  supply  has  been  continued.  In 
addition  to  frequent  tests  for  the  presence  of  free  chlorine  in 
the  water  after  it  left  the  reservoir,  regular  bacteriological  ex¬ 
aminations  of  samples  were  made  during  the  year.  With  the 
exception  of  one  sample  which  showed  the  presence  of  B.  Coli 
in  100  c.c.  of  water,  all  showed  absence  of  B.  Coli  from  this 
amount. 

The  unsatisfactory  result  was  followed  by  increasing  the 
dosage  of  chlorine,  and  another  sample  taken  a  few  days  later, 
as  well  as  all  subsequent  samples,  gave  satisfactory  results. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — No  changes  were 
made, 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — The  system  of  weekly  collection 
and  disposal  of  dry  refuse  remained  unchanged  and  continued 
to  be  satisfactory. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT:  — 
Mr.  Flooks,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year:  — 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited 


188 


,,  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  464 

,,  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  6 


Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

S  Informal 


'  ) 


Notices  served 


f  Statutory 


Prosecutions 


No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c. 

,,  Drains  or  Cesspools 

,,  Figs  or  other  animals  ... 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses 
,,  Deficient  or  impure  wate 

,,  Unclean  houses 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c. 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 
,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ... 

,,  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis 


66 

3 

1 


13 


1 


1 1 

U 
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No.  of  Wells  closed 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 

,,  New  wells  sunk 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

,,  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 


Common  Lodging-houses  j 
Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

Slaughter-houses 

Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

Slaughter-houses 

Piggeries 


No.  on  Register 
No.  of  Inspections  ... 

No.  on  Register 

>  >  }  > 

>>  y >  ’ '  ’ 

No.  of  Inspections 

y  >  )  > 

>  >  >  f  ‘  • 

’ »  , ,  •  •  • 


I 


12 


I 

4 

5 

3 

4 

11 

9 

10* 

6 


The  prosecution  included  in  the  above  table  was  for  nuis¬ 
ance  caused  by  an  accumulation  of  manure  used  for  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  mushrooms.  An  informal  notice  to  abate  the  nuisance 
had  been  ignored  and  had  been  followed  by  a  statutory  notice 
which  also  had  no  effect.  An  order  to  abate  the  nuisance 
within  7  days  was  made  by  the  Court  and  costs  were  allowed  to 
the  Local  Authority. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of 


Written 

Prosecu¬ 

Premises.  Inspections. 

notices. 

tions. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  33 

0 

0 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  24 

0 

0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 


premises) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

57 

0 

0 

II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to  1 

rosecu- 

Particulars 

II 

M.  Inspector. 

tions 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(S.6) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or 

• 

Conveniences^ 

(S  .7) 

defective 

not  separate 

1 

0 

0 

0 

for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o  0.0 


Total  1 
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III.  HOMEWORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

N  u  mber 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  22 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  16 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

38 


V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  Nil 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  Nil 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. — No  action  under  those  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  which  relate  to  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences,  or  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  the  case  of  offices,  was  found 
to  be  necessary. 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


*50 


CAMPING  SITES. — None  in  use  during  the  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.— No  action  was  taken  or  needed. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  district  con¬ 
tains  no  artificial  swimming  baths  or  pools.  Two  regular  bath¬ 
ing*  places  in  the  Thames  are  open  to  the  public  and  are 
provided  with  dressing  rooms,  &c.  :  one  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Local  Authority,  the  other  is  privately  owned. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— A  total  of  three 
houses,  none  of  which  was  a  Council  house,  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  bugs  and  were  dealt  with  by  thorough  spraying 
with  Zaldecide,  a  proprietary  insecticide.  The  treatment,  which 
was  carried  out  by  officials  of  the  Local  Authority,  appeared 
to  be  effectual  and  was  supplemented  by  verbal  advice  to  the 
tenants  on  the  prevention  of  re-infestation. 

Before  removal  to  Council  houses  the  belongings  of  pro¬ 
spective  tenants  are  inspected  for  vermin  and  appropriate  action 
is  taken  if  signs  of  infestation  are  discovered. 

SCHOOLS.- — The  three  schools  (two  elementary  and  one 
secondary)  in  the  town  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

The  only  defects  noted  were  that  one  playground,  which 
is  of  tar- sprayed  gravel,  needed  re-tarring  and  gritting,  and 
that  it  appeared  to  be  desirable  to  include  a  strip  of  gravel,  at 
present  untarred,  in  the  process,  and  that  at  another  school  the 
approach  to  one  building  needed  to  be  paved. 

HOUSING. 

A  total  of  2  houses,  both  of  working-class  type  and  both 
privately  built,  were  erected  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

i. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts) 


130 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  421 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

— Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  106 

— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  :  — 

a.  — Pro ceedings  under  Sections  p,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act ,  ips6  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  5 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : —  Nil 
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c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act ,  793 (5:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — -Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  8 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  67 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  11 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Eight  houses,  especially  constructed  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  for  re-housing  the  eight  families  referred  to  in  (a)  (2), 
were  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY.— No  legal  action  with  regard  to  milk 
was  found  necessary. 

The  wholesale  milk  depot,  together  with  its  pasteurising 
plant,  continued  to  be  operated  satisfactorily.  The  licence  to 
sell  Pasteurised  milk  was  renewed.  Supplementary  licences  to 
retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  granted  to  two  other  firms. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  bacteriological  examinations. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — No  legal  action  with 
respect  to  meat  or  other  food  was  taken. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  meat  inspections 
carried  out :  — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 

Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed 

231 

— 

68 

999 

645 

Number  inspected 

225 

— 

68 

400 

615 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3*11 

— 

— 

0*5 

1-30 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

6 

4  44 

— 

— 

— 

0  81 
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No  attempt  had  been  made  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  diseas¬ 
ed  meat  and  voluntary  surrender  was  accepted  in  all  cases. 
The  larger  portions  were  removed  by  fat  and  bone  merchants 
and  the  smaller  portions  were  buried.  Supervision  of  disposal 
was  exercised. 

Inspections  of  slaughter-houses  revealed  no  serious,  faults. 

Other  premises  in  which  food  is  sold,  stored,  or  prepared 
for  sale  were  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  no  food  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  found. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Small-pox 

. 

_ 

Diphtheria 

8 

8 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1* 

1  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

' 

*  Wallingford  and  District  Hospital. 


The  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  consisted  of  three,  which 
arose  singly  within  a  period  of  four  weeks  in  March  and  April 
and  had  no  traceable  connection  with  each  other,  and  five 
which  occurred  in  the  Cottage  Homes  of  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution  in  the  month  of  May. 

One  of  the  single  cases  was  a  child  from  Wales  who  was 
suffering  from  the  disease  on  his  arrival  with  his  mother  in 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


155 


Wallingford.  Enquiries  showed  that  his  sister  had  recently 
died  of  Scarlet  Fever  complicated  with  laryngeal  obstruction 
for  which  tracheotomy  had  been  performed  and  which  sug¬ 
gested  a  double  infection  with  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 
No  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  other  two  single  cases  in  house¬ 
holds  could  be  found. 

The  five  persons  notified  from  the  Cottage  Homes  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  foster-mother’s  assistant  and  four  children  rang¬ 
ing  from  4  to  9  years  of  age.  A  child  of  4  years  was  the  first 
to  be  attacked.  Antitoxin  was  administered  to  this  child  on  the 
day  of  onset  of  illness  and  she  was  promptly  removed  to  the 
isolation  hospital,  where  she  died  on  the  following  day.  The 
remaining  four  notified  cases  were  of  mild  character — in  fact 
two  of  them  were  carriers  only  and  showed  no  clinical  signs 
or  symptoms.  The  source  of  infection  of  the  first  case  could 
not  be  determined,  though  there  was  a  possibility  that  one  or 
other  of  the  two  carriers  may  have  been  at  fault.  The  deceased 
child  belonged  to  Wallingford  Rural  District  and  her  death  is 
consequently  included  in  the  records  of  that  district. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  presented  no  features  of  special 
interest. 

The  following  cases,  totalling  60,  were  admitted  during  the 
year  to  the  Wallingford  and  Bullingdon  (formerly  Wallingford 
and  Crowmarsh)  joint  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  situated  in 
this  district :  — 


District. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Observation 

Cases. 

Wallingford  Urban 

8 

2 

I 

Wallingford  Rural 

5 

8 

o 

Jmm! 

Bullingdon  Rural 

14 

19 

0 

(Oxfordshire) 

Thame  Urban 

1 

0 

0 

(Oxfordshire) 

Totals 


28 


29 


3 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


The  two  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Apart  from  notifi¬ 
able  disease,  no  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  were  evident. 
No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  illness,  nor  was  the  attend¬ 
ance  at  any  school  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the  average. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  used  for  prophylaxis  or 
treatment,  and  also  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological  examinations 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 

Apart  from  specimens  sent  from  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
no  bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  public 
cost. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  from  my 
office,  but  none  was  issued  during  the  year. 

As  a  general  rule,  cases  and  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria 
are  promptly  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  where  antitoxin 
is  first  administered. 
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Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  made  by  the  County  Analyst, 
bacteriological  examinations  of  water  and  of  clinical  specimens 
by  the  Bacteriologist  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  by  the  National  Institute 
for  Research  in  Dairying  of  Reading  University. 
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Causes  of  Death  in 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1988. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

21 

23 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2  Measles 

_ 

3  Scarlet  fever 

4  Whooping  cough 

_  .  - 

5  Diphtheria 

_ 

_ 

6  Influenza 

L 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

11  Syphilis 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,' tabes  dorsalis  ... 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

1 

3 

14  Diabetes 

1 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

1 

16  Heart  disease 

5 

7 

17  Aneurysm 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

l 

5 

19  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

3 

1 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

24  Appendicitis 

1 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

l 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc. 

1 

1 

32  Senility 

33  Suicide 

34  Other  violence  ... 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small -pox 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

(  Total 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  ...  ...  ’  Legitimate 

1 

1 

under  1  year  \  Illegitimate  .. 

— 

.  1'otal 

Live  Births  ...  ...  Legitimate  ...  " 

'  Illegitimate  ... 

19 

10 

17 

9 

2 

1 

i  'Total 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  Legitimate  ... 

'  Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Population 


•  f  • 


3,068 
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Wallingford  Rural  District. 


Statistics  and  SociaS  Conditions  of 
the  District. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 
^  938  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • •  . . . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 
to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


21,772 


11,720 

3,378 

£66,097 

£254 


The  Parish  of  Didcot  and  the  adjoining  North  Ward  of  the 
Parish  of  East  Hagbourne  became  amalgamated  into  one 
parish  during  1935.  Together  they  form  a  town  of  which  the 
population  is  about  6,000,  and  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants  are  employment  by  the  Great  Western  Railway,  and 
the  Army  Ordnance  Depot,  though  a  number  of  other  indus¬ 
tries  of  varied  character  are  established. 

The  County  Mental  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  parish  of 
Cholsey. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  almost  entirely  agricul¬ 
tural  and  residential  in  character, 


i6o 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M.  F. 


Live 

Births 


Legitimate  201  90  111 
Illegitimate  11  3  8 


Stillbirths 


5  1  4 


Deaths 


97  52  45 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  18. 1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  stillbirths)  births  23 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  8.4 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  28 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  30 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  17 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 

Birth-rate  16.5  Death-rate  9.4  Infant  Mortality  45 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  any  of  the 
following  services:  — 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals.  Clinics  and  Treatment 
Centres.  Ambulance  Facilities.  Nursing  in  the  Home, 
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Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  by  motor  ambulances 
stationed  at  Didcot  and  in  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Wallingford  and  are  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Full  home-nursing  services  are  provided  by  local  associ¬ 
ations  for  all  parts  of  the  district.  The  nursing  association  for 
the  parishes  of  Long  Wittenham  and  Little  Wittenham  is 
affiliated  to  the  Oxfordshire  Nursing  Federation;  the  remain¬ 
ing  associations  are  affiliated  to  the  Berkshire  County  Nursing 
Association. 

RAINFALL. — Mr.  T.  G.  Faulkner,  waterworks  and  sew¬ 
erage  manager,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  of 
the  rainfall  of  the  year,  as  gauged  at  the  sewage  disposal 
works,  Didcot. 


RAINFALL  IN  1938. 


Month 

Kainfall 
in  inches 

J 

Month 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

January 

2-09 

July 

L27 

February 

•65 

August 

3  T0 

March 

•20 

September 

1-37 

April 

•0+ 

October 

2  55 

May 

2U0 

November 

3  29 

June 

•52 

December 

2  54 

Total  ... 

5  60 

Total  ... 

14-12 

Total  for  the  year  19  72  inches. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHOR¬ 
ITY. — In  addition  to  the  medical  officer  of  health,  the  staff 
consists  of  a  sanitary  inspector  and  a  clerk. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Gayfer,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  a  whole-time 
officer  whose  only  other  duties  are  those  of  Inspector  of  New 
Buildings.  He  is  certified  by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
both  as  sanitary  inspector  and  as  inspector  of  meat  and  other 
foods.  The  clerk  also  gives  his  whole  time  to  the  service  of 
the  local  authority. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — No  shortage  in  either  public  or  private  supplies 
was  reported  during  the  year,  though  apprehension  of  serious 
depletion  of  the  joint  public  supply  for  the  parishes  of  Didcot 
and  East  and  West  Hagbourne  was  felt  in  the  late  summer  and 
early  autumn  when  the  rest  level  of  the  water  fell  to  much 
below  normal.  To  guard  against  future  shortage  and  also  to 
provide  for  the  growth  of  Didcot,  a  supplementary  source  of 
supply  was  sought  and  alternative  sites  for  a  new  boring  at 
considerable  distances  from  the  present  source  were  under 
consideration  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Chemical  analyses  of  one  sample  of  water  from  the  Didcot 
public  supply  and  of  one  sample  from  the  Cholsey  public  supply 
gave  satisfactory  results.  Monthly  samples  from  the  former 
supply  and  quarterly  samples  from  the  latter  supply  were 
submitted  to  bacteriological  ‘examination  and  all  showed 
absence  of  B .  Coli  from  100  c.c.  of  water. 

No  new  public  supplies  were  provided  during  the  year, 
but  extensions  of  mains  to  serve  newly  developed  areas  in 
Didcot  were  made. 

During  the  year,  100  additional  premises  were  connected 
with  the  Didcot  mains  and  8  with  the  Cholsey  mains. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  remodelling  of 
the  Didcot  sewage  disposal  works,  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  last  year’s  report,  was  completed  in  April,  1938. 
Beyond  extension  of  the  sewers  to  one  new  road  in  Didcot, 

no  othei  impoitant  changes  in  drainage  or  sewerage  were 
made. 

1  he  question  of  the  provision  of  a  system  of  sewerage 
for  the  village  of  Cholsey  is  under  consideration. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — The  system  of  collection  and 
disposal  of  domestic  refuse  remained  unchanged  and  continued 
to  work  satisfactorily- 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— 
The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Gayfer,  has  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  year’s  work:  — 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited 

,,  Inspections  made 

,,  Complaints  received 

,,  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

I  Informal 


Notices  served 


1  Statutory 


Prosecutions 


No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated- 


As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c. 

,,  Drains  or  Cesspools 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals  ... 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses 
,,  Deficient  or  impure  water 

,,  Unclean  houses 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c. 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances 


694 

976 

82 

321 

169 

2 

Nil 


2 

18 


5 

o 

2 

5 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected 


36 


Water  samples  taken  for  analysis 


10* 


*  Exclusive  of  samples  taken  from  public  supplies. 
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No.  of  Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  .  .  2 

,,  New  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  108 

,,  Water  certificates  granted  ...  ...  - — 


Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  470 

t  • 

Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  — 


Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 
Common  Lodging*-houses  j 
Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 
Slaughter-houses 
Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 
Slaughter-houses 
Piggeries 


No.  on  Register  ...  — 

No.  of  Inspections  ...  — 

No.  on  Register  ...  36 

ft  j  >  ...  5^ 

”  *f  5 

No.  of  Inspections  21 

”  •••  35 

”  ”  •••  33i 

M  ??  .f  •  J  2 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.  INSPECTIONS. 

Premises.  Inspections. 

N  umber  of 

Written 

notices. 

Proseeu 

turns. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power 

25 

0 

0 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ... 

14 

0 

0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

39 

0 

0 

II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects 

F< 

mnd 

Remedied 

Referred  to  P 

rosecu- 

Particulars 

H 

M.  Inspector. 

tions 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

U 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

/ 

insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or 

Conveniences 

defective 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(S  .7) 

not  separate 

for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

00  o 


Total  o 
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III.  HOMEWORK. 

Nature  of  Work.  Lists  received  fiom  employers 

Lists  Outworkers. 

Wearing  Apparel  ...  ...  I  i 

(Making,  etc.) 

Offences  in  connection  with  outworkers  Nil 

IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

N  umber 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  27 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  11 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

38 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  Nil 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  Nil 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 
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SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.— No  statutory  action  was 
found  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature  of 
shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences,  or  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  respectively. 

CAMPING  SITES. — Two  sites  were  used  for  camping 
purposes  in  1938  and  licences  in  respect  of  both  of  them  were 
issued  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in 
both  camps  at  any  one  time  during  the  summer  was  52- 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — No  action  was  taken  or  needed. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  district  con¬ 
tains  two  swimming  pools  open  to  the  public.  Both  are  in 
connection  with  Thames-side  hotels;  both  are  fed  from  the 
river;  and  in  each  case  one-third  of  the  water  is  changed  daily 
and  the  pool  is  emptied  and  cleansed  weekly.  The  conditions 
appear  to  be  satisfactory. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— Five  cases  of 
infestation  by  bugs  were  discovered  during  the  year.  Three 
Council  houses  and  two  other  houses  were  involved. 

Disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  all  cases  by  thorough 
spraying  with  Zaldecide,  a  proprietory  liquid  insecticide,  and 
appeared  to  be  effectual. 

Before  removal  to  Council  houses  the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  inspected  for  vermin  and  appropriate  action  is  taken 
in  cases  of  infestation. 

Disinfestation  in  all  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

Visits  and  re-visits  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  are  paid  and 
suitable  advice  given  to  tenants  on  measures  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleansing. 
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SCHOOLS. — No  serious  defects  were  discovered  on 
inspection  of  the  schools  in  the  district.  Main  water  supplies 
are  laid  on  and  water-closets  connected  with  the  sewers  are 
provided  in  all  cases  where  such  services  are  available. 

HOUSING. 

A  total  of  57  houses,  all  of  which  are  working-class  dwell¬ 
ings,  were  erected  during  the  year.  Twelve  of  the  houses 
were  provided  by  the  Local  Authority.  Under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts  a  grant  of  £100  towards  the  cost  of 
reconditioning  a  house  was  made  by  the  Local  Authority. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  399 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  790 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  230 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  452 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers 


48 
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3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  oj  me 

Housing  Act,  1936 : —  ...  ...  Nil 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  . .-  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  7 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 :  •••  •••  Nil 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding: 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  •••  •••  •••  3 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  •••  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  25 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  19 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

The  three  overcrowded  families  remaining  at  the  end  of 
the  year  will  be  rehoused  in  Council  houses  now  in  course  of 
construction. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — No  legal  proceedings  with  respect  to 
the  milk  supply  were  taken  during  the  year. 

One  dealer’s  licence  to  retail  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  two 
supplementary  licences — one  for  tuberculin  tested  and  one  for 
pasteurised  milk — were  issued  by  the  Local  Authority. 

No  samples  of  designated  milk  were  examined  on  behalf  of 
the  Local  Authority,  but  6  samples  of  undesignated  milk  were 
submitted  to  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and 
a  positive  result  was  given  by  one  of  the  samples.  This  result 
was  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
investigations  by  the  Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were  made  in  consequence,  but  clini¬ 
cal  examinations  of  the  cows  of  the  herd  concerned  failed  to 
reveal  any  with  suspicious  signs  while  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  of  further  samples  from  the  herd  gave  negative  results. 
Disposal  of  a  cow,  or  cows,  between  the  time  of  taking  the 
original  sample  and  the  time  of  veterinary  investigation  was 
suspected,  but  was  denied. 

During  the  course  of  meat  inspection,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  found  the  carcase  of  a  week-old  calf  to  be  affected 
with  tuberculosis.  He  traced  the  herd  concerned  and  reported 
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the  matter  to  a  veterinary  officer  of  the  County  Council,  who 
examined  the  herd  and  found  two  cows  with  clinical  signs  of 
tuberculosis.  The  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order  and  post-mortem  examination  showed  the  disease 
to  be  in  an  advanced  stage  within  the  meaning  of  the  Order. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.— No  legal  action  with 
respect  to  meat  or  other  foods  was  taken  during  the  year.  The  5 
slaughter-houses  within  the  district  were  conducted  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

Licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  issued  to  11  men  during 
the  year. 

The  following  table,  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
gives  particulars  of  meat  inspected  and  condemned :  — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 

Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed 

175 

26 

453 

2833 

4612 

Number  inspected 

175 

26 

453 

2833 

4612 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

3 

4 

8 

7 

5 

7 

3 

2 

2 

96 

5*71 

26-92 

2*21 

•32 

2-19 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

2 

— 

5 

12 

5 

— 

— 

151 

8-57 

30*77 

•44 

— 

3-38 
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Voluntary  surrender  of  all  condemned  meat,  the  whole  of 
which  was  home-killed,  was  accepted,  as  in  no  instance  had  any 
attempt  to  sell  the  meat  been  made.  All  the  condemned 
articles  were  treated  with  strong-smelling  disinfectant  before 
removal  from  the  premises  was  allowed.  The  smaller  portions 
were  disposed  of  by  burial,  and  carcases,  or  substantial  portions 
of  carcases,  were  taken  by  knackers. 

In  order  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  the  records,  detailed 
particulars  of  the  meat  condemned  are  given  as  in  former  years 
and  are  as  follows  :  — 


PIGS. 

5  carcases  and  offals 
1 37  pigs’  heads 
51  ,,  plucks 

73  ,,  mesenteries 

3  ,,  collars 

8  ,,  forequarters 

2  ,,  offals 

2  carcases  and  offals 
1  carcase  and  offals 
1  carcase  and  offals 
1  carcase  and  offals 
84  pigs’  lungs 
1  pig’s  lungs 

1  ,,  lungs 

9  pigs’  livers 

2  ,,  kidneys 

2  , ,  kidneys 

1  pig’s  pluck 

SHEEP. 

4  carcases  and  offals 
1  sheep’s  forequarter 
1  carcase  and  offals 

1  ?  5  ?  }  > 

1  >>  >>  >> 

1  sheep’s  leg 


Tuberculosis 

>> 

>> 

>  t 

, . 

>> 

} ) 

Suffocation 
Unsound 
Septicaemia 
Septic  Pneumonia 
Pneumonia 

Verminous  Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Cirrhosis 

Cysts 

Nephritis 

Pleurisy 

Unsound 

}} 

Emaciation 

Dropsy 

Septic  Mastitis 
Fracture 
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CATTLE. 


2 

calves’  carcases  and  offals 

Tuberculosis 

2 

Septicaemia 

4 

?  ?  ?  >  j  >  >  > 

Unsound 

1 

calf’s  carcase  ,,  ,, 

Immature 

1 

>  j  )  >  >  5  j  j 

Acute  Fever 

2 

calves’  lungs 

Pneumonia 

1 

cow’s  carcase  and  offals 

Tuberculosis  and  Bruising 

1 

cow’s  carcase  ,,  ,, 

Tuberculosis 

1 

■  >  >>  ? >  >  j 

Tuberculosis,  Capillary 

Angiomatosis  &  Septic 

Metritis 

1 

I?  > »  >  >  j  > 

Johnes’  Disease 

1 

?  ?  >  >  > >  5  > 

Peritonitis 

2 

cows’  carcases  ,,  ,, 

Septic  Metritis 

4 

„  lungs 

Tuberculosis 

1 

cow’s  head  and  tongue 

y  y 

1 

,,  head  and  tongue 

Actinomycosis 

1 

,,  shoulder 

Abscesses 

1 

,,  udder,  flank  &  offals 

(Edema 

6 

ox  heads  and  tongues 

Tuberculosis 

6 

,,  lungs 

?  t 

6 

,,  mesenteries 

>  > 

1 

,,  heart 

j  > 

1 

,,  liver 

}  > 

1 

„  loins  and  flank 

>  y 

1 

,,  lungs 

Pleurisy 

2 

,,  livers 

Abscesses 

1 

heifer’s  carcase  and  offals 

Jaundice 

2 

heifers’  carcases  and  offals 

Emaciation 

3 

J  )  ft  ft  ft 

Tuberculosis 

I 

heifer’s  offals 

Unsound 
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2  short  forequarters,  2  legs, 

2  rounds,  2  thick  flanks, 

2  aitch  bones  and  2  rumps 

of  one  heifer  Chronic  Synovitis 

56  lbs.  beef  Bruising 

Shops  and  other  premises  in  which  food,  other  than 
butchers’  meat,  is  sold,  stored  or  prepared  for  sale  were  inspect¬ 
ed  from  time  to  time,  but  no  article  of  food  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  9  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  clean  whenever 
inspected. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox  ...  ... 

_ 

_ 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 0 

8 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (inclmling 

Paratyphoid)... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia, 

3 

— 

6  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

All  six  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  arose  in  Didcot.  All 
were  children  ranging  between  4  and  10  years  of  age  and  all 
were  members  of  different  families.  Two  occurred  in  July, 
three  in  November  and  one  in  the  second  week  of  December. 
Although  five  of  the  cases  were  schoolchildren  who  were  in 
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attendance  at  school  up  to  the  onset  of  illness,  three  different 
schools  were  involved  and  the  circumstances  were  not  sueeest- 
ive  of  infection  in  school.  The  disease  was  of  very  mild 
character.  The  death  included  in  the  above  table  is  that  of  a 
child  whose  usual  residence  was  in  this  district,  but  who,  at  the 
time  of  infection,  was  an  inmate  of  the  Cottage  Homes  in 
Wallingford  Urban  District. 

Ten  of  the  total  of  15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the 
parish  of  Cholsey  and  consisted  of  3  cases  in  one  family,  2  in 
another  and  5  single  cases  in  families.  Of  the  7  primary  cases 
in  households,  5  were  children  in  attendance  at  the  village 
school  up  to  within  a  day  or  two  before  the  onset  of  illness,  and 
there  was  consequently  suspicion  of  spread  of  infection  in  the 
school,  though  search  for  unrecognised  cases  or  other  sources 
of  infection  in  the  school  proved  fruitless.  The  type  of  disease 
was  extremely  mild.  The  remaining  cases  consisted  of  three 
(two  of  them  in  one  family)  in  the  parish  of  South  Mo  ret  on  and 
single  cases  in  each  of  two  other  parishes. 

All  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  apparently 
complete  recovery. 

One  of  the  cases  notified  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis  arose  at 
Cholsey,  the  other  at  Didcot.  The  former  was  a  boy  of  5 
years  who  had  a  typical  attack  of  the  disease  with  partial 
paralysis  of  one  arm  and  one  leg.  Complete  recovery 
eventually  took  place.  This  boy  attended  the  village  school 
up  to  the  onset  of  illness.  Visits  to  the  school  and  to  all 
absentees  from  school  who  were  not  under  medical  attendance 
failed  to  reveal  any  other  cases  of  illness  suggestive  of  this 
disease.  The  Didcot  case  was  a  child  of  18  months  who  had  no 
general  symtoms  but  was  noticed  to  be  weak  in  one  leg.  As 
the  weakness  of  the  leg  disappeared  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
and  the  child  remained  well,  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  the 
diagnosis, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Casks.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


The  three  fatal  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  had  been 
duly  notified. 

One  of  the  fatal  cases  of  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  had 
not  been  notified,  and  in  this  instance  death  occurred  in 
an  institution  outside  the  district. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— No  noteworthy 
causes  of  sickness,  apart  from  notifiable  disease,  were  evident. 
No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease,  nor  was  the  attend¬ 
ance  at  any  school  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the  average. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  used  for  treatment  of  Diphtheria, 
and  also  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological  examinations  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
from  my  office;  and,  during  the  year,  15  ampoules  (8,000  units 
each)  were  issued. 

Specimens  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  during 
the  year  consisted  of  24  swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli 
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with  3  positive  and  21  negative  results,  and  1  specimen  of 
sputum  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  with  negative  results. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  made  either  by  the  County 
Analyst  or  else  in  the  laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of 
Public  Health.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  water  and  of 
pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  in  the  laboratories  of 
the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital.  Bacteriological  examinations 
of  milk  are  made  at  the  National  Institute  for  Research  in 
Dairying  of  the  University  of  Reading,  and  in  the  case  of 
examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  animal  inocu¬ 
lation  is  included. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

52 

45 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

•  ••  ...  .  . . 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

...  ...  ••• 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

, , ,  •  •  • 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping-  cough 

...  .  . .  ••• 

- — - 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

•  •• 

— 

1 

6 

Influenza 

...  ...  .  .  • 

— 

1 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

...  ...  •  •  • 

— 

— 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

... 

— 

— 

9 

'Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

...  ...  •  •  • 

y 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

...  . .  ... 

— 

— 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane. 

tabes  dorsalis  ... 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

...  ...  ... 

10 

7 

14 

Diabetes 

...  ...  ... 

1 

i 

A 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc  .  . 

...  ••  ... 

2 

- 

1(5 

Heart  disease 

...  .  ... 

7 

12 

17 

Aneurysm 

...  .  .  ... 

2 

— 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

...  ...  ... 

1 

2 

19 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  ...  ... 

5 

l 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

... 

1 

1 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

— 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

...  ••»  ... 

— 

— 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

...  ... 

— 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

...  ...  ... 

2 

3 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

•  •  •  *  •  «  •  •  . 

1 

2 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

•  ...  ... 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

1 

— 

32 

Senility 

...  ...  ... 

2 

3 

33 

Suicide 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

34 

Other  violence  ... 

...  ... 

5 

1 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

...  ...  ... 

4 

4 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small-pox 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

— 

— 

E 

Total 

4 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Legitimate 

4 

o 

under  1  year  ( 

Illegitimate 

- — 

— 

l 

Total 

93 

1  19 

Live  Biktiis  ...  ...  < 

Legitimate 

90 

1  1  1 

( 

Illegitimate  ... 

o 

o 

8 

( 

Total 

1 

4 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

! 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

11,720 


Population 
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Wantage  Urban  District. 


Statistics  and  SoeiaS  Conditions  of 
the  District. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,797 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,177 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  1,053 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  £22,636 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £90 

Wantage  is  a  market  town.  An  iron  and  brass  foundry  is 
the  only  manufacturing  industry  of  importance. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M.  F. 


j^-ve  C  Legitimate 

Births  ) 

l  Illegitimate 

42 

3 

20 

1 

22 

2 

1  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
>-  the  estimated  resident 
)  population  10.8 

Stillbirths 

1 

0 

1 

\  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
(and  stillbirths)births  22 

Deaths 

63 

33 

30 

(  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
■<  the  estimated  resident 
(  population  15. 1 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  :  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  hi 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  119 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  10 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 

Birth-rate  12. 1  Death-rate  12.4  Infant  Mortality  54 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  in  any  of  the  following  services  :  — 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals, 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Ambulance  Facilities. 
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The  ambulance  facilities  are  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the 
town. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTH¬ 
ORITY. — The  staff  consists  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  and  a 
sanitary  inspector.  Mr.  H.  Vivian  James,  the  Sanitary  Inspect¬ 
or,  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Examination  Board.  He  is  Surveyor 
also  and  devotes  his  whole  time  to  his  official  duties. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District 

WATER. — Although  the  principal  source  of  the  public 
water  supply  failed  for  a  time  during  the  summer,  the  auxiliary 
sources  proved  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  town. 

The  installation  of  an  additional  pump,  to  provide  a  reserve 
in  case  of  failure  of  one  of  the  other  pumps,  and  extensions  of 
mains  to  meet  new  building  development  were  the  only  add¬ 
itions  or  alterations  made  to  the  public  supply  during  the  year. 

Samples  of  water  from  this  supply  were  regularly 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination,  and  although  the 
majority  gave  satisfactory  results  excessive  numbers  of  B.  Coli 
were  occasionally  found— especially  after  rain  following  upon 
a  dry  period.  Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  ensure  absolute 
purity  of  the  water  under  all  conditions  of  weather. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — Apart  from  additional 
minor  improvements  at  the  sewage  disposal  works,  which  were 
made  with  the  object  of  keeping  the  final  effluent  as  satisfactory 
as  possible  pending  the  provision  of  new  works,  no  changes  in 
the  system  of  drainage  and  sewerage  were  made.  Agreement 
upon  the  proposed  site  of  the  new  works,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  last  year’s  report,  was  unexpectedly  delayed  and 
had  not  been  reached  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — No  important  changes  in  the 
Local  Authority’s  system  of  collection  and  disposal  of  domestic 
refuse  were  made,  but  better  control  over  the  system  of  tipping 
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was  rendered  possible  by  a  greater  quantity  of  covering  material 
becoming  available  and  more  satisfactory  results  were  con¬ 
sequently  attained. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— Mr. 
James,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  year’s  work  :  — 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  ...  ...  162 

,,  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  492 

,,  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  43 

,,  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  ...  141 

,,  Notices  served  !  ^formal  ...  ...  29 

l  Statutory  ...  ...  — 

,,  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c-  ...  52 

,,  Drains  or  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  26 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses  ...  8 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  7 

,,  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c.  ...  ...  5 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  10 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  14 
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No.  of  Wells  closed 


22 


Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 


New  wells  sunk 


*  y 


Houses  connected  with  water  mains 


67 


} ) 


Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  58 


Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.  C.’s 


Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 

~  t  j  •  1  1  No.  on  Register 

Common  Dodgmg-houses  (  AT  c  T  .• 

j  No.  of  Inspections 


Milkshops 


No-  on  Register 


Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 


y  y  5 ) 


II 


Slaughter-houses 


y  y  y  y 


Milkshops 


No.  of  Inspections 


8 


Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 


y  y  y  y 


25 


Slaughter-houses 


y  y  y  y 


326 


y  y  y  y 


Piggeries 


11 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Promises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written 

notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power 

46 

3 

0 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power 

...  32 

0 

0 

Other  Premisss  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 


premises) 

...  ...  12 

0 

0 

Total  90 

3 

0 

II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

X umber  of 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied  Rt 

ferred  to  1 

’rosecu 

Particulars 

II.  M 

Inspector. 

tions. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i). 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

•(S.2). 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

f 

insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or 

Conveniences 

defective 

1 

I 

0 

0 

(S.7) 

not  separate 

for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30  o 


Total  3 
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III.  HOMEWORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Number 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  23 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  16 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

44 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  inspector  :  - 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  PJealth  Acts:  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  PI.M.  Inspector  ...  1 

Other  ...  ...  •••  •••  Nil 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 
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SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.— All  shops  in  the  town  were 
inspected  and  no  action  under  those  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act,  1934,  which  relate  to  ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops 
and  to  sanitary  conveniences  was  found  to  be  necessary.  No 
grounds  for  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with 
respect  to  sanitary  conveniences  in  offices  were  discovered. 

CAMPING  SITES. — None  in  use  during  the  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.— No  action  was  taken  or  needed. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  only  swim¬ 
ming  bath  or  pool  open  to  the  public  is  the  Local  Authority’s 
swimming  bath,  of  which  brief  descriptions  were  given  in  the 
annual  reports  for  1935  and  1936. 

The  methods  of  ensuring  the  purity  of  the  water,  which 
were  described  in  the  1936  report,  were  continued  during  the 
1938  season.  Better  sanitary  conveniences  were  provided  during 
the  year  and  extra  land  was  purchased  for  the  future  erection 
of  additional  cubicles. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— All  Council  houses 
were  twice  inspected  for  cleanliness  during  the  year  and  no 
evidence  of  bugs  was  found.  Two  other  houses  were  found 
to  be  infested  and  were  effectually  dealt  with,  though  in  one 
case  a  second  treatment  was  necessary  in  consequence  of  slight 
re-infestation. 

Spraying  with  Zaldecide,  a  proprietary  liquid  insecticide, 
together  with  burning  of  bedding  when  badly  infested,  are  the 
methods  employed  and  are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

The  belongings  of  prospective  tenants  of  Council  houses 
are  inspected  for  the  presence  of  vermin  well  in  advance  of  re¬ 
moval,  and  spraying  with  Zaldecide  is  carried  out  if  necessary. 
No  need  of  such  action  was  met  with  during  the  year. 
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SCHOOLS. — The  public  elementary  schools  were  inspect¬ 
ed  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  free  from  serious  sanitary 
defects.  The  minor  defects  discovered  were  reported  to  the 
responsible  authorities  and  were  remedied  in  due  course-  The 
drainage  system  of  a  secondary  school  was  thoroughly  over¬ 
hauled  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  few  defects  found, 
none  of  which  was  serious,  were  remedied  in  consequence. 

All  schools  are  supplied  with  main  water,  and  in  all  cases 
suitable  wash  basins  and  water-closets  discharging  into  the 
public  sewers  are  installed,  while  the  surfaces  of  playgrounds 
are  satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 

A  total  of  17  houses,  of  which  6  are  of  working-class 
type,  were  erected  during  the  year.  No  houses  were  built 
by  the  Local  Authority,  but  a  re-housing  scheme  of  40  houses 
was  begun  about  the  middle  of  December. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.- — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  21 1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  516 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  28 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  69 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 
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2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  93 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  oj  tne 

Housing  Act,  1936: —  ...  ...  Nil 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  10 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act ,  1936 :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  16 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 :  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling*  therein  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  29 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  20 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

The  four  remaining  cases  of  overcrowding  are  provided  for 
in  the  Council’s  re-housing  scheme- 

inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — No  legal  action  in  connection  with  the 
milk  supply  was  taken  or  needed.  The  registered  cowkeepers 
remained  at  11  in  number,  of  whom  7  are  wholesale  traders 
only  and  the  remaining  4  are  both  producers  and  retailers.  The 
retail  purveyors  are  4  in  number. 

Licences  to  produce  designated  milk  were  in  force  in  re¬ 
spect  of  5  dairy  farms-  In  3  cases  the  licences  were  for  the 
production  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  in  2  cases  for  the 
production  of  accredited  milk. 

During  the  year,  25  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  cow¬ 
sheds  and  8  visits  to  the  two  milkshops  in  the  town. 
Structural  improvements  to  several  of  the  dairy  farms  were 
carried  out  as  the  result  of  informal  representations  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Six  samples  of  undesignated  milk  produced  and  retailed 
within  the  district  were  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

!  he  examinations,  which  included  animal  inoculation  in  all 
cases,  gave  negative  results. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — No  legal  action  with 
respect  to  meat  or  other  foods  was  taken. 

1  he  following  table  gives  particulars  of  carcases  inspected 
and  condemned  during  the  year :  — 


Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding- 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pig's 

Number  killed 

380  1 

— 

1  16 

1702 

741 

Number  inspected 

204 

— 

92 

1  2 !  0 

610 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

1  1 

— 

2 

2 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

5-39 

2T7 

0T7 

2  46 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

4  4  L 

— 

— 

— 

4  75 

In  the  case  of  all  the  condemned  articles  voluntary  sur¬ 
render  was  accepted,  as  no  attempt  to  sell  any  of  the  meat  had 
been  made.  The  method  of  disposal  in  all  cases  was  by  burial 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector- 

One  registered  slaughter-house  became  disused,  leaving 
3  registered  and  1  licensed  slaughter-houses  to  which  numerous 
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visits  of  inspection  were  paid-  As  the  result  of  informal 
notices,  thorough  cleansing  was  carried  out  in  two  cases  and 
a  defective  drain  was  replaced. 

Licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  to  14  men. 

In  addition  to  slaughter-houses  and  butchers’  shops,  all 
other  premises  (including  the  open  market)  on  which  food  is 
sold,  stored  or  prepared  for  sale  were  visited  periodically,  and 
as  a  result  27  rabbits  and  21  lbs.  of  haddock  fillets  were  con¬ 
demned  as  unsound.  Voluntary  surrender  was  accepted  and  the 
articles  were  buried  under  supervision- 

ice-cream  is  made  on  a  fairly  large  scale  by  one  tradesman, 
and  the  conditions  of  manufacture  and  storage  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory  on  all  occasions. 

The  2  fried-fish  shops  were  always  found  to  be  clean  and 
well  conducted  when  inspected. 

The  6  bakehouses  received  22  visits  of  inspection.  Though 
generally  clean  and  well  conducted,  informal  notices  to  renew 
whitewash  were  necessary  on  two  occasions. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTEIER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  TFIE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . . 

2 

2 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratvphoi 

1)... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

... 

— 

- — 

— 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

- — - 

— 

2  (al  1  forms) 

Erysipelas 

... 

— 

— - 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•  •  • 
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The  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  mild  character- 
In  neither  instance  could  the  source  of  infection  be  discovered. 

The  death  from  Dysentery  of  an  elderly  man  was 
registered,  but,  through  an  oversight,  no  notification  of  the 
case  had  been  made  and  information  of  its  occurrence  came  too 
late  to  enable  search  for  the  source  of  infection  to  be  made 
with  any  hope  of  success.  The  disease  was  of  the  Flexner 
type  and  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  a  specialist  and  by 
bacteriological  examination. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Nkw  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory . 


The  five  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified- 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. — Measles  was  pre 
valent  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  and  was 
responsible  for  the  deaths  of  two  young  children.  Otherwise 
no  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  were  evident. 

No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease  nor  was  the 
attendance  at  any  school  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the 
average. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC— The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  and  also  of  all  bacterio- 
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logical  examinations  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
health.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practition¬ 
ers  from  my  office,  and  1  ampoule  (8,000  units)  was  issued 
during  the  year. 

Specimens  examined  bacteriologically  consisted  of  6  samples 
of  milk,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  and  of  2 
throat  swabs  examined  for  the  presence  of  Diphtheria  Bacilli 
with  negative  results. 

Laboratory  arrangements  are  for  samples  of  water  to  be 
sent  to  the  County  Analyst  for  chemical  analysis  and  to  the 
laboratories  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  for  bacteriological 
examination,  for  clinical  specimens  to  be  sent  to  the  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital  and  for  samples  of  milk  to  be  sent  to  the 
National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  of  the  University 
of  Reading. 


194 


Causes  of  Death  in 

WANTAGE  UKBAN  DISTRICT,  1938. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

... 

33 

30 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

... 

— 

— 

2  Measles 

* . .  . . »  ... 

— 

2 

3  Scarlet  fever 

...  . »  .  •  •  • 

— 

— 

4  Whooping  cough 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

5  Diphtheria 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

6  Influenza. 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

8  Oerebro-spinal  fever 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  syste 

m 

1 

4 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

...  ...  ... 

— 

11  Syphilis 

...  . .  ... 

— 

— - 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane. 

tabes  dorsalis  ... 

— 

— 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

...  ...  ... 

6 

4 

14  Diabetes 

...  ...  .  . 

— 

2 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  .  . 

...  .  .  t 

1 

2 

1 6  Heart  disease 

...  ,  , 

12 

5 

17  Aneurysm 

...  .  .  ... 

— 

1 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

...  ...  ... 

3 

— 

19  Bronchitis 

...  .  .  ,  , 

— 

— 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  ,  .  ,  # 

— 

2 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

24  Appendicitis 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

... 

— 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

...  ...  ... 

— 

.  — 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

•  ...  ... 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

2 

2 

32  Senility 

...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

33  Suicide 

...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

34  Other  violence  ... 

...  ...  ... 

l 

2 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

... 

4 

2 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

— 

— 

( 

Total 

2 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

under  1  year  f 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

2  | 

24 

Live  Births  ...  ...  j 

Legitimate 

20 

22 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

2 

( 

Total 

_ _ 

1 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

1 

( 

Illegitimate  ... 

i 

— 

— 

Population 


4,177 
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Wantage  Rural  District. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  District. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  74,179 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

1938  •••  •••  ...  ...  11,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  ot  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  3,463 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  £59,451 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £270 

The  district  is  almost  entirely  agricultural  and  residential 
in  character.  Engineering  works  at  Compton,  which  mainly 
manufacture  agricultural  implements  and  employ  about  100 
hands,  and  an  iron  foundry  at  East  Challow,  which  normally 
employs  about  60  hands,  are  the  only  manufactories  of  import¬ 
ance.  A  number  of  racing  stables  are  established  on  the  downs. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total  M. 
Live  ( Legitimate  177  96 

Births  I  Illegitimate  7  2 

Stillbirths  ...  n  7 

Deaths  ...  159  97 


F. 

81  )  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Y  the  estimated  resident 
5  )  population  15.7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  stillbirths)  births  56 

(  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
-<  the  estimated  resident 
(  population  13.5 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  — 


Deaths 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 


Puerperal  sepsis  ...  Nil  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


60 

5i 

286 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Average  rates  for  the  ten  years,  1928 — 1937  :  — 

Birth-rate  15-0  Death-rate  12.3  Infant  Mortality  45 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  in  any  of  the  following'  services:  — 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Hospitals-  Clinics  and  Treatment 
Centres.  Ambulance  Facilities. 
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A  nursing  association,  which  is  not  affiliated  to  the  County 
Nursing  Association,  was  formed  during  the  year  for  the  par¬ 
ishes  of  Letcombe  Regis  and  Letcombe  Bassett.  Excepting 
for  the  parishes  of  East  Challow,  West  Challow  and  Grove, 
which  are  provided  with  midwifery  and  maternity  services  only, 
the  whole  district  is  now  provided  with  full  home  nursing  ser¬ 
vices. 

1  he  ambulance  facilities  can  be  regarded  as  adequate  to  the 
needs  of  a  district  of  this  character.  For  lion-infectious  and 
accident  cases  motor  ambulances  stationed  at  Wantage,  Didcot 
and  Newbury  are  available,  and  all  parts  of  the  district  are 
within  10  miles  distance  of  one  or  other  of  these  centres.  For 
infectious  cases  the  maximum  distance  from  the  ambulance 
station  at  Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital  is  about  15  miles. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. — The  staff  consists,  in  addition  to  the  medical 
officer  of  health,  of  a  sanitary  inspector  and  a  clerk.  Mr-  Harry 
Shepherd,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  devotes  his  whole  time  to 
sanitary  work. 

He  is  certified  by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  both  as  san¬ 
itary  inspector  and  as  inspector  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

The  clerk’s  whole  time  is  employed  in  the  sanitary  depart¬ 
ment. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  boring  which  supplies  the  R.A.F.  aero¬ 
drome  near  Harwell  failed  during  the  summer,  but  the  supply 
of  water  was  maintained  by  connection  with  the  boring  for  the 
public  supply  of  the  village  of  Harwell. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  consumption  of 
water  at  the  aerodrome  has  greatly  exceeded  the  original  esti¬ 
mate.  Measures  to  prevent  future  shortage  have  been  taken 
by  arranging  to  link  up  with  this  system  the  public  supply  for 
the  villages  of  East  Hendred  and  West  Hendred,  which  is 
now  in  course  of  construction  and  which  has  a  large  surplus 
of  water  available. 
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No  other  shortage  of  either  public  or  private  supplies  was 
reported  during  the  year. 

The  laying  of  the  mains  for  East  and  West  Hendred  was 
begun  towards  the  end  of  the  year- 

Samples  of  water  from  all  the  public  supplies  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  In  the  case  of  the 
smaller  supplies  the  samples  were  taken  at  intervals  of  two 
months,  as  a  routine  measure,  and  in  the  case  of  the  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  for  the  supply  of  several  parishes  monthly  sam¬ 
ples  were  taken.  With  the  exception  of  the  joint  supply  for  the 
villages  of  East  Hanney  and  West  Hanney,  the  results  were 
uniformly  good  and  showed  absence  of  B.  Coll  from  100  c.c. 
of  water  in  the  case  of  every  sample- 

In  the  case  of  the  East  and  West  Hanney  supply,  a  sample 
taken  in  March  showed  the  presence  of  Streptococci,  but  no 
B.  Coll,  in  100  c.c.  of  water.  This  result  led  to  frequent  samp¬ 
ling,  and  each  of  two  successive  samples  showed  a  few  B .  Coli, 
but  no  Streptococci,  in  100  c-c.  All  of  these  samples  had  been 
taken  after  the  water  had  passed  through  the  service  reservoir. 
Further  samples  were  then  taken  directly  from  the  borings  and 
also  after  passage  through  the  filter,  but  before  entrance  to 
the  reservoir,  and  all  gave  good  results.  The  access  of  birds 
to  the  reservoir  was  consequently  suspected,  although  the  re¬ 
servoir  was  believed  to  be  birdproof,  and  close  examination 
showed  a  small  crevice,  between  the  roof  and  the  side,  through 
which  the  entry  of  birds  was  proved  by  their  droppings.  After 
the  reservoir  had  been  emptied,  cleansed  and  rendered  bird- 
proof  the  bacilli  persisted  for  a  time  but  eventually  disappeared. 

No  unsatisfactory  results  have  ever  been  given  by  samples 
taken  before  entry  of  the  water  to  the  reservoir. 

In  the  latter  half  of  the  year  the  decision  was  made  to  in¬ 
crease  the  routine  samples  to  one  a  month  in  the  case  of  the 
smaller  systems  and  to  one  a  fortnight  in  the  case  of  the  com¬ 
prehensive  scheme. 

Early  in  the  year  a  filtration  plant  for  removal  of  the  fine 
sand  occasionally  pumped  with  the  water  was  installed  at  the 
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East  and  West  Hanney  works.  The  plant  consists  of  a  reaction 
tank  and  a  pressure  filter,  together  with  the  necessary  apparatus 
for  adding  proportionate  doses  of  sulphate  of  alumina.  The 
water  is  pumped  through  a  venturi  tube,  where  the  necessary 
dose  of  alumina  is  added,  and  thence  to  the  reaction  tank. 
After  leaving  the  reaction  tank,  the  water  passes  through  a 
second  venturi  tube,  where  a  further  dose  of  alumina  is  added, 
and  then  into  the  pressure  filter  where  the  coagulated  sus¬ 
pended  particles  are  removed  by  rapid  filtration  through  sand. 
The  filtered  water  then  passes  to  the  service  reservoir. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE— The  improvements  of 
the  system  of  sewerage  of  the  villages  of  Ardington  and  Lock- 
inge,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report,  were 
completed  in  March,  1938. 

Minor  improvements  to  the  respective  sewage  disposal 
works,  for  the  villages  of  Cliildrey,  East  Hendred  and  Letcombe 
Regis  were  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor. 

Otherwise  no  changes  in  systems  of  drainage  and  sewerage 
were  made. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — Apart  from  rearrangement  of 
routes  and  times  of  collection,  no  changes  in  the  Council’s 
system  of  collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  were 
made.  The  method  of  disposal,  introduced  in  1937,  by  means 
of  fully  controlled  tipping  on  approved  lines  has  proved  very 
satisfactory. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— 
Mr.  Shepherd,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  follow¬ 


ing  summary  of  the  year’s  work:  — 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited  ...  ...  908 

,,  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1343 

,,  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  ...  91 
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Notices  served 


j  Informal 
1  Statutory 


206 

36 


,,  Prosecutions 

No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  &c. 

,,  Drains  or  Cesspools 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals  ... 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water 

,,  Unclean  houses 

Polluted  ditches,  streams  &c. 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ... 

,,  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis 

No.  of  Wells  closed 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 

,,  New  wells  sunk 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

,,  Water  certificates  granted 

,,  Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food 
,,  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s 


5 

7 

15 

8 

27 

116 

10 

16 

9 

13 

20 

337 

19 

3 

183 

20 
24 

33 


Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 


•  •  • 
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Common  Lodging-houses 


1  No.  on  Register 
S  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


Milkshops  No.  on  Register  ...  i 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  )f  }}  ... 

Slaughter-houses  ,,  ...  g 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections...  6 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,,  ,,  ...  210 

Slaughter-houses  ,,  „  ...  220 

Piggeries  „  „  ...  13 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises.  Inspections. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  9 


Number  of 

Written  l’roseci- 

notices.  tions. 


0  0 


Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  57 


o  o 


Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  o  o  0 


66 


o 


o 


Total 
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II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 


Number  of  Defects 

Found  Remedied  Referred  to  Prosecu¬ 
te  M.  Inspector.  tions 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i). 
Overcrowding  (S.2). 
Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 


Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

fectiv 
(S.6) 


Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 


Sanitary 
Conveniences^ 

(S  .7) 


insufficient 

unsuitable  or 
defective 

not  separate 
for  sexes 


Other  Offences 


5 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

I 

o 

o 


5  o 

0  o 

0  o 

o  o 


I  o 

o  o 


I  o 

o  o 

o  o 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


Total  7  7  0  o 


III.  HOMEWORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  FACTORIES  REGISTERED 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 


N  umber 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power  ...  9 

Factories 

without  mechanical  power  ...  20 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  •••  •••  •••  0 


29 
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V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  Public  PJealth  Acts:  — 

Notified  by  PI.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ...  1 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Underground  bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.— No  action  under  those 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences,  or  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  found  necessary. 

CAMPING  SITES. — No  application  for  a  licence  to  use 
land  as  a  camping  site  was  made  during  the  year,  and  no 
instance  in  which  such  licence  was  required  under  the  provisions 
of  section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  discovered. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.— No  action  was  taken  or  needed. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— The  only  swimm¬ 
ing  bath  or  pool  in  the  district  is  the  small  bath  at  Harwell 
which  was  described  in  the  report  for  1937.  It  is  understood 
that  this  bath  was  opened  on  one  day  only  during  the  year. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.— Bugs  are  rare  in  the 
district  and  no  infested  houses  were  discovered  during  the  year. 

No  routine  methods  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses 
have  as  yet  been  established. 
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SCHOOLS. — No  serious  sanitary  defects  were  discovered 
on  inspection  of  the  elementary  schools.  During  the  year  six 
of  the  schools  were  connected  with  newly  established  public 
water  supplies. 


HOUSING. 

A  total  of  20  houses,  of  which  12  are  working-class  dwell¬ 
ings,  were  built  during  the  year.  None  of  the  new  houses  was 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  grants  totalling 
£370  were  made  towards  the  reconditioning  of  4  houses. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  670 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  810 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  420 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  650 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  85 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices  :  — 

* 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  69 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  mid  16  oj  the 

Housing  Act ,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(ai)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  36 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  12 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  73  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  36 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  32 

d.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 :  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  9 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  65 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  9 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  7 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

During  the  year  10  Clearance  Orders  which  included  36 
dwellings  were  made.  The  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  with  respect  to  8  areas,  which  included  25 
dwellings,  but  were  not  confirmed  in  the  case  of  the  remaining 
2  areas  and  the  owners’  proposals  to  recondition  the  11  houses 
involved  were  accepted,  subject  to  the  provision  that  the  work 
should  be  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Ministry  and 
of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  nine  overcrowded  families  remaining  at  the  end  of  the 
year  will  be  re-housed  in  Council  houses  as  soon  as  is 
practicable. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — A  total  of  210  visits  of  inspection  were 
paid  during  the  year  to  the  158  dairy  farms  in  the  district,  and 
structural  improvements  were  made  at  27  dairy  farms  m  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Improvements  were  also  effected  in  the  methods  of  milking 
and  handling  of  milk.  In  most  instances  informal  action  only 
was  resorted  to,  but  in  the  cases  of  five  cowkeepers  legal  action 
was  taken  for  breaches  of  those  Articles  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926,  which  deal  with  the  protection  of  milk 
from  contamination  during  milking.  All  of  the  defendants  were 
convicted  and  fined.  Subsequent  inspections  showed  great 
improvement  in  the  methods  used  in  the  milking  sheds  con¬ 
cerned. 
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One  licence  to  pasteurise  milk  was  renewed  and  one  licence 
to  sell  pasteurised  milk  was  granted. 

Three  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  on 
behalf  of  the  Local  Authority  to  examination  for  bacterial 
content  and  also,  by  means  of  the  phosphatase  test,  for 
efficiency  of  the  process.  All  three  samples  complied  with  the 
bacterial  standard  laid  down  in  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936,  and  two  of  them  gave  results  with  the  phosphatase 
test  which  were  consistent  with  efficient  pasteurisation  while 
the  third  suggested  insufficient  heating. 

Eight  samples  of  undesignated  milk  retailed  within  the 
district  were  submitted  to  examination  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  and  negative  results  were  given  in  all  cases. 

At  the  beginning  of  1939,  15  dairy  farms  were  licensed 
for  the  production  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  32  dairy  farms 
were  licensed  for  the  production  of  accredited  milk. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.— No  legal  action  with 
respect  to  meat  or  other  foods  was  taken. 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  carcases  inspected 
and  meat  condemned  ;  — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned, 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding'  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 

Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed 

not 

known 

Number  inspected 

84 

20 

117 

637 

393 

AH  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

1 

I 

3 

— 

5 

— 

1-19 

15 

— 

•78 

•25 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

8 

2 '38 

15 

— 

— 

229 

No  attempt  to  sell  any  of  the  condemned  meat  had  been 
made,  and  voluntary  surrender  was  accepted  in  all  cases. 

Disposal  was  by  means  of  burial  under  supervision. 


Other  premises  on  which  food  is  sold,  stored  or  prepared 
for  sale  were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  no  article  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  discovered. 
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Defects  found  in  bakehouses  consisted  of  need  of  renewal 
of  limewashing  in  five  cases  and  a  defective  floor  in  one  case, 
and  were  remedied  under  informal  notices. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases^ 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

'total  Deaths 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

7 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

5  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

1 

1* 

*  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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The  16  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  5  different 
parishes,  of  which  Harwell,  with  5  cases  (3  of  them  in  one 
family),  had  the  largest  number.  The  disease  was  of  mild 
character  and,  excepting  that  two  of  the  cases  could  be  classed 
as  return  cases,  no  noteworthy  features  were  present. 

In  the  case  listed  as  “Enteric  Fever  (including  Para¬ 
typhoid)”  the  disease  was  Typhoid  Fever.  Infection  was 
traced  to  association  with  a  carrier  living  in  another  district. 

The  case  notified  as  Polioencephalitis  (a  form  of  infantile 
paralysis  in  which  the  brain  is  chiefly  affected)  was  an  infant 
whose  initial  symptoms  were  characteristic  of  this  disease.  The 
child  was  removed  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  where  death 
occurred  about  a  week  later.  The  final  diagnosis  was 
Influenzal  Meningitis. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  apparently  complete 
recovery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Casks.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  Non-Respirator}. 


The  two  fatal  cases  had  not  been  notified.  In  both  in¬ 
stances  death  took  place  in  institutions  outside  the  district. 
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OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Although  three 
deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza,  no  evidence  of  this  disease 
having  occurred  in  epidemic  form  was  obtainable.  Small  out¬ 
breaks  of  Measles  arose  in  parts  of  the  district  in  the  first  half 
of  the  year  and  a  small  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough,  which 
apparently  was  limited  to  one  parish,  occurred  in  the  autumn, 
but  no  death  was  attributed  to  either  disease. 

No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease,  but  at  the  foll¬ 
owing  schools  the  attendance  was  reduced  to  below  60  per 
cent,  of  the  average  by  the  diseases  and  during  the  periods 
stated  :  — 

Peasemore  Chickenpox.  i  week  in  January. 

Grove  ,,  i  ,,  ,,  April. 

West  Ilsley  C.  of  E.  Conjunctivitis.  i  ,,  ,,  November. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bear  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  used  for  treatment  of  Diphtheria, 
and  also  the  cost  of  bacteriological  examinations  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  health. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  from  my  office,  at  the 
request  of  medical  practitioners,  and  2  ampoules  (8,000  units 
each)  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Specimens  examined  bacteriologically  at  the  cost  of  the 
Local  Authority  consisted  of  70  swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria 
Bacilli,  with  negative  results  in  all  cases,  and  the  11  samples  of 
milk  previously  mentioned. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  made  by  the  County 
Analyst,  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  and  of  clinical 
specimens  by  the  Bacteriologist  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  are  carried  out 
in  the  laboratories  of  the  National  Institute  for  Research  in 
Dairying  of  Reading  University.  In  the  case  of  examination 
for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk,  animal  inoculation 
is  always  included. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

Ale  Causes 

97 

62 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

o 

Measles 

...  ...  .  . 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

...  ... 

4 

Whooping  cough 

...  •  •  • 

_ 

_ 

5 

Diphtheria 

... 

_ 

_ 

6 

Influenza 

...  ...  .  . 

2 

1 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

...  •..  .  . 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

v  .  .  ...  .  . 

_ 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

L 

to 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

...  ...  .  . 

l 

1 1 

Syphilis 

...  ...  .  .  . 

_ 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane 

,  tabes  dorsalis  ... 

_ 

_ 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

...  ...  .  .  . 

14 

6 

14 

Diabetes 

...  ...  .  .  . 

1 

3 

1 5 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

...  ...  .  •  • 

4 

4 

16 

Heart  disease 

...  ...  .  .  • 

28 

21 

17 

Aneurysm 

...  ...  .  .  . 

_ 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

...  *  . 

5 

4 

19 

Bronchitis 

...  ...  ... 

3 

1 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  ...  .  .  . 

4 

1 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

...  ...  ... 

1 

2 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

...  .  .  ... 

2 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

...  ...  ... 

_ 

_ 

24 

Appendicitis 

...  ...  .  •  • 

_ 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

...  ...  .  . 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

...  ...  ... 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

...  ...  ... 

1 

4 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

...  ...  ... 

2 

i 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

...  ...  •  •  • 

_ 

_ 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

...  ...  ... 

_ 

_ 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

3 

4 

32 

Senility 

...  ...  ... 

2 

4 

33 

Suicide 

...  ...  ... 

1 

34 

Other  violence  ... 

...  ...  ... 

8 

1 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

• .  ...  ... 

15 

2 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 

above) 

Small -pox 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

— 

— 

- 

|  Total 

6 

5 

Deaths  of  Infants 

s  Legitimate  ... 

5 

4 

under  1  year 

(  Illegitimate  ... 

1 

1 

.  Total 

|  Legitimate  ... 

‘  Illegitimate  ... 

98 

86 

Live  Births 

96 

81 

2 

5 

i  Total 

l  Legitimate  ... 

7 

4 

Stil 

LBIRTHS 

7 

4 

(  Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

Population 

...  ...  »»« 

11,740 

